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LETTERS 


Complacent  and  self-congratulatory 


While  walking  home  from  the  Bloor 
Cinema  last  Sunday  evening,  I  ventured 
to  put  my  arm  around  my  date.  He 
shrugged  away  as  though  bitten  by  a 
venomous  snake.  "What's  wrong?"  I 
asked.  He  replied  that  he  didn't  feel  like 
being  beaten  up.  Feeling  stunned,  I 
looked  around  and  noticed  all  of  the 
straight  couples  walking  hand  in  hand  or 
with  their  arms  around  one  another.  I 
wondered  whether  they  really  would 
mind  if  we  behaved  in  the  same  way. 

This  small  and  seemingly  insignificant 
incident  forced  me  to  face  my  lack  of 
freedom  of  expression.  When  I  first 
came  out  in  1979 1  would  sometimes  see 
guys  holding  hands  in  the  streets;  I  wish 
that  I  could  make  the  same  observation 
today.  Perhaps  gay  liberation  has  taken 
a  few  steps  backward  in  the  past  five 
years.  Despite  the  demonstrations  of  re- 
cent years  and  the  creation  of  gay  social 
groups,  we  are  still  without  equality. 

In  contrast  to  my  own  dark  observa- 
tions, Sonja  Mills  has  written  a  light  and 
carefree  article  about  Gay  Pride  Day  '84 
(TBP,  Sept).  I  would  like  to  point 
out  that  Sonja  omitted  a  few  salient 
observations. 

Of  the  few  thousand  who  attended 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  '84,  more 
than  two  hundred  gays  and  lesbians  did 
not  go  on  the  parade.  Like  myself,  they 
were  not  willing  to  be  publicly  visible, 
and  like  my  date,  they  were  probably 
more  than  just  a  little  nervous.  With  a 
population  of  more  than  two  million  in 
Toronto,  I  can't  help  wondering  why 
there  weren't  100,000  people  in  the 
parade.  It  seems  that  the  vast  majority 
of  gays  are  still  in  the  closet. 

Sonja  mentions  that  the  "people  at 
the  Stonewall  Inn  had  to  battle  the 
police  for  the  simple  right  to  get  together 
and  have  a  drink."  In  view  of  the  recent 
raid  on  Bud's  in  Montreal,  I  contend 
that  little  has  changed  —  except  that  the 
gays  at  Bud's  were  a  lot  more  docile  than 
the  people  at  Stonewall.  Is  this  gay 
liberation?  Is  this  the  party  that  Sonja 
speaks  of?  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are 
still  no  gay  rights  in  Canada. 

I  would  also  like  to  comment  on 
David  Vereschagin's  story,  "Shot  by  an 
Electron  Gun,"  which  also  appeared  in 
the  September  issue.  The  article  would 
have  been  more  appropriately  placed  in 
Toronto  Life  or  Saturday  Night  than  in  a 
"magazine  for  gay  liberation."  I  wonder 
whether  The  Body  Politic  is  targetting  a 
new  market.  I'm  sure  that  there  are 
more  worthy  ways  of  filling  up  space. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  that  the  general 
attitude  of  The  Body  Politic  collective 
has  become  complacent  and  self-con- 
gratulatory, when  in  fact  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  progress  in  the  struggle  for  gay 
liberation. 

Yours  anonymously 
Toronto 

Lust  and  celibacy 

Wow!  Radical  feminist  comes  out  for 
celibacy  ("If  it  feels  good  —  suspect  it," 
I  HI',  Sept).  What  a  journalistic  coup  for 
The  Body  Politic,  which  can't  resist  the 
urge  to  promote  the  bogus  division  be- 
tween frigid  feminists  and  lusty  Les- 
bians. In  order  to  keep  (he  lines  drawn 


so  neatly,  Lee  Waldorf  had  to  do  some 
heavy  misrepresentation.  Let  me  clear 
the  record  here. 

According  to  a  transcript  of  my 
speech  given  at  the  Sexuality  Confer- 
ence, I  said  as  follows  on  the  subject  of 
orgasms: 

"I  really  think  it  is  crucial  to  bear  in 
mind  that  maybe  the  most  important 
thing  in  our  lives  is  not  necessarily  to 
figure  out  where  the  next  orgasm  is  com- 
ing from....  We  deserve  more  than  a 
lifetime  of  multiple  orgasms." 

What  I  meant  by  that  is  that  sex  is  not 
the  only  thing  worth  struggling  for 
(though  obviously  it's  important  or  I 
would  not  have  participated  in  the  con- 
ference in  the  first  place),  that  there  are 
other  things  —  like  making  art,  for  ex- 
ample, or  more  important,  making 
change.  This  is  a  point  that  consistently 
eludes  Ms  Waldorf,  and  not  incidentally, 
Chris  Bearchell's  interviewees  (in  the  ac- 
companying article)  who  are  unable  to 
make  the  simple  distinction  between  go- 
ing to  a  conference  on  Lesbian  sexuality 
and  having  sex. 

As  for  the  celibacy  matter,  I  did  say 
that  we  are  all  conditioned  to  sexual 
arousal  through  risk,  domination,  and 
aggression,  and  then  I  stated  explicitly 
that  "to  confine  our  sexuality  to  those 
few  wondrous  moments  when  that  isn't 
happening  is  to  say  we  shouldn't  have 
sex  at  all,  and  I  for  one  hope  that  we 
sure  as  hell  didn't  come  into  this  room  to 
conclude  that." 

That  is  what  I  said,  and  I  meant  it. 

I  have  to  conclude  that  TBP  has  a 
vested  interest  in  this  kind  of  misrepre- 
sentation. It's  no  secret  that  many  of 
your  writers  and  I  disagree  on  some  of 
the  fundamental  issues  surrounding  sex- 
uality. So  why  doesn't  Waldorf  give  us  a 
break  and  come  out  and  say  it.  Better 
for  your  writer  to  say  "I  am  sex-positive 
and  I  believe  pornography  is  sex-posi- 
tive, and  if  Cole  thinks  pornography  is 
central  to  the  sexual  subordination  of 
women,  she  must  be  sex-negative  and 
therefore  does  not  fuck."  Or:  "Cole  en- 
couraged the  eroticization  of  equality, 
and  from  my  standpoint  and  practice 
that  sounds  pretty  dreary,  so  therefore 
she  does  not  fuck."  That  way  we'd 
know  where  Waldorf  was  coming  from 
and  she  would  not  have  to  camouflage 
the  real  problems  she  has  with  my  point 
of  view  by  reporting  to  your  readers  that 
I  said  things  I  did  not  say. 

Your  editorial  in  the  same  issue  vir- 
tually begs  that  TBP  not  be  stereotyped, 
that  it  is  a  "many-headed  hydra"  with- 
out a  monolithic  opinion.  Then  on  the 
very  next  page,  through  Waldorf's 
skewed  perceptions,  you  don't  take  your 
own  advice  and  publish  a  parody  of  fem- 
inist opinions  and  ideas,  thus  feeding  in- 
to the  stereotype  of  yourselves  that  you 
say  you're  so  anxious  to  avoid. 

Do  yourselves  a  favour  and  realize 
how  unnerving  it  is  to  watch  The  Body 
Politic  go  both  ways. 

Susan  G  Cole 
Toronto 

I  ee  Waldorf  replies 

it  what  Susan  (  oic  thought  the  was 
telling  the  audience  at  the  I  esbian  Sexu 

ality  (  onlerenee  did  not  come  through 
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44  Gays  love  to  brag  about  how 
our  average  income  exceeds  that  of  the 
national  average.  Yet  gay  organizations 
in  Canada  go  begging. ..." 


in  print  in  my  article,  it  wasn  't  because  I 
set  out  to  misrepresent  her.  I  summar- 
ized what  I'd  heard  that  night,  and  after 
looking  back  on  notes  and  listening  to  a 
tape  of  her  lecture,  I  am  left  with  the 
same  impression. 

Cole  spent  a  large  part  of  the  lecture 
criticizing  lesbian  sex.  She  argued  that 
lesbian  sex  is  so  tainted  by  sexism  that 
we're  in  danger  of  being  "bought  off  by 
orgasms"  and  "co-opted  by  our  sexual- 
ity. "  She  compared  having  an  orgasm  to 
accepting  a  seat  on  a  corporate  board. 
Finding  similarities  between  sexual  activ- 
ity and  her  o  wn  "weakness '  'for  pro- 
fessional-baseball viewing,  she  said  that 
lesbian  sex  in  this  culture  "is  not  a  fem- 
inist activity."  Cole  allowed  that  good 
(egalitarian)  sex  is  possible,  but  said  that 
because  of  our  conditioning  we  can 't 
even  conceive  of  what  it  would  be  like. 

I  took  these  comments  to  mean  that 
Cole  wanted  to  remove  the  feminist  seal 
of  approval  from  lesbian  sex,  and  was 
promising  that  it  would  become  respect- 
able in  the  future.  In  her  letter,  Cole  says 
the  message  she  intended  to  put  across 
was  that  the  struggle  for  sex  is  only  one 
struggle  among  many.  She'd  probably 
get  the  best  explanation  of  why  this 
didn  't  appear  in  print  by  looking  back 
again  at  her  own  lecture. 


Blazing  the  trail 


Following  the  decision  of  the  United 
Church  on  the  ordination  of  gays  (TBP, 
Oct),  church  members  need  to  get  a  mes- 
sage, but  so  do  gays. 

At  first  glance  it  appears  we've  lost  a 
major  battle  within  the  church  but, 
inasmuch  as  I  dislike  glazed  politics,  we 
need  to  examine  what  the  church  is  tell- 
ing us,  albeit  indirectly,  and  how. 

The  church  is  admitting,  probably  for 
the  first  time  collectively,  that  —  yes  in- 
deed —  it  now  realizes  there  are  gays  and 
lesbians  in  its  pulpits  already.  This,  in 
itself,  was  probably  difficult  for  some  to 
fathom,  so  they  obviously  need  more 
time  to  "affirm"  those  ministries. 
Remember  it  often  takes  gays  a  long 
time  to  come  to  terms  with  our  sexuality, 
so  we're  forced  to  give  our  loved  ones 
ample  time  to  digest  the  news  when  we 
seem  to  come  out  to  them  suddenly.  The 
United  Church  thinks  of  gays  and  les- 
bians in  the  abstract  since  the  number  of 
openly  gay  ministers  can  still  fit  in  a 
phone  booth. 

The  gay-political  voice  inside  me  says 
gay  ministers  should  all  come  out  to  be 
seen  as  outstanding  examples  of  "those 
people."  Needless  to  say,  however, 
many  of  them  would  be  running  the  risk 
of  becoming  martyrs.  Let's  face  it  —  to 
some  ministers,  being  openly  gay  to  an 
entire  congregation  is  lower  on  their 
priority  list  than  their  wish  to  keep  the 
United  Church  as  united  as  possible.  To 
those  of  us  who  are  partially  or  totally 
out  of  the  closet,  this  may  seem  a  self- 
defeating  attitude  and,  no  doubt,  many 
gay  ministers  struggle  with  this.  Unfor- 
tunately, not  all  gays  have  read,  or 
preach,  The  Gospel  According  to  With 
Downcast  Gays.  We,  as  a  gay  commun- 
ity, have  to  reach  out  to  the  straight 
world  while,  at  the  same  time,  working 
with  those  of  like  sexual  orientation. 


While  I  could  be  accused  of  professing 
a  blind  faith,  I  believe  the  United 
Church  has  temporarily  appeased  its 
gay-ignorant  members  while  keeping  the 
gay  ordination  issue  smouldering  within 
the  church.  The  issue  should  not  be 
allowed  to  die  and  we  know  it  won't. 

Even  the  most  discouraged  gay  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Church  can  take  com- 
fort knowing  their  church  is  slowly  blaz- 
ing a  trail  other  churches  have  either 
strayed  from  or  refused  to  walk  on  at  all. 
Ken  Chaplin 
St  Catharines 


Dig  deep 


Canadian  gays  deserve  every  bit  of 
discrimination  and  abuse  they  face  in 
their  daily  lives  and  observe  on  the  job 
or  in  general  around  them. 

This  conclusion  is  prompted  by  an  ar- 
ticle in  The  Body  Politic  (October)  en- 
titled "Unemployed,"  and  dealing  with 
the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
laying  off  its  full-time  office  manager 
because  of  an  $8,000  budget  deficit. 

Time  and  time  again,  the  media  tell  us 
—  and  gays  love  to  brag  about  —  how 
the  average  income  earned  by  gays  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  national  average.  We 
are,  as  a  people,  more  affluent,  better 
employed  and  hold  greater  disposable 
incomes  than  straights.  We  travel  more, 
dine  out  more,  furnish  our  homes  better 
and  pamper  ourselves  with  consumer 
goods.  Yet  gay  organizations  in  Canada 
go  begging,  because  we  are  —  too  many 
of  us,  anyway  —  too  cheap  to  help  out. 

We  know  (since  we're  so  well-educat- 
ed) that  we  could  stay  in  our  closets  and 
send  perfectly-cashable  money  orders  to 
gay  organizations  signed  with  nom-de- 
plumes.  We  know  that  right  across 
Canada  there  are  up-front  gays  willing 
to  work,  march  and  speak  out  publicly 
for  the  benefit  of  those  of  us  in  the 
closet.  We  are  aware  of  what  happens 
when  no  one  stands  up  to  fight  and  ex- 
pose "queerbashing"  elements  on  city 
councils,  police  forces  and  church 
groups. 

Yet  many  of  us  give  NOTHING  to  help 
combat  these  problems!! 

Every  gay  person  in  Canada  should, 
every  year,  send  a  contribution  to  a  local 
gay  rights  group.  Most  of  us  wouldn't 
even  notice  the  loss,  but  the  effect  on 
gay  rights  and  our  own  self-respect 
could  be  quite  profound. 

Unless  we  give  to  help  ourselves,  we 
deserve  the  ignorant  treatment  we  get 
from  the  uneducated  elements  we  must 
live  among. 

A  nom-de-plume  contributor 
Ottawa 


Don't  give  up 


The  letter  from  the  unidentified 
children's  worker  here  in  Calgary  (TBP, 
Sept),  and  his  experiences  with  being 
branded  as  a  "child  molester"  by  the 
Calgary  police  department,  has  stayed 
with  me  since  I  read  it. 

I  went  through  a  similar  ordeal  about 
six  years  ago  when  trying  to  lay  assault 
charges  against  three  fagbashers  who  at- 
tacked me  one  night  and  threatened  to 
beat  my  brains  out  with  a  tire-iron.  I 
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won't  go  into  detail  here,  but  suffice  it 
to  say  that  when  I  went  down  to  fill  out 
an  Information,  I  found  no  mention  of 
the  tire-iron  nor  of  an  armrest  ripped 
from  the  fagbashers'  van,  both  of  which 
I  was  threatened  with.  Upon  trying  to 
clarify /rectify  this  omission,  I  was  told 
by  one  of  the  officers  involved  that  he 
"had  seen  what  happened."  According 
to  him,  he  had  pulled  me  off  them  (in  ac- 
tual fact,  by  the  time  the  police  came,  I 
had  suffered  a  kick  to  the  balls  and  was 
down  on  the  ground  with  all  three  of 
them  kicking  the  shit  out  of  me).  He  was 
willing  to  swear,  under  oath,  that  I  had 
been  the  aggressor.  I  had  witnesses  to 
the  contrary,  but  they  all  gradually 
found  reasons  to  drop  out  on  me.  Need- 
less to  say,  without  witnesses  it  was  only 
the  word  of  one  faggot  against  an  up- 
standing law  enforcement  officer.  I  al- 
lowed the  charges  to  drop.  A  decision 
that  burns  my  ass  to  this  day. 

And  now  to  the  point  of  this  letter: 
there  exists  in  this  city  now  a  Police-Gay 
Liaison  Committee  that  was  formed  to 
deal  with  just  the  sort  of  situations  ex- 
perienced by  this  fellow.  I  appreciate  the 
delicate  situation  he  is  in  and  respect  his 
need  to  remain  anonymous.  However, 
he  should,  if  only  for  his  own  peace  of 
mind,  not  to  mention  the  service  he 
would  be  performing  for  other  gay 
people  having  to  deal  with  similar  arro- 
gance and  bigotry  at  the  hands  of  the 
Calgary  police  department,  contact  the 
gay  committee  members.  He  can  do  this 
through  Gay  Lines  Calgary  (234-8973) 
and  his  anonymity  would  be  respected. 
He  can  also  contact  Constable  Debbie 
Baker  of  the  Liaison  Committee  who  is, 
I  might  add,  gay-positive  and  very 
helpful,  at  268-5924. 

A  personal  note  to  the  man  himself. 
The  fact  that  you  took  the  time  to  write 
to  The  Body  Politic  indicates  that,  to 
whatever  extent,  you  do  care.  The  means 
to  rectify  the  situation  and  ensure  a  little 
more  justice,  not  just  for  yourself  but 
for  all  of  us,  has  been  offered  to  you 
here;  it's  now  up  to  you,  my  friend.  I 
don't  know  who  you  are,  and  we  will 
probably  never  meet,  but  I  am  pulling 
for  you.  Don't  give  up  the  fight  yet. 
Stephen  Lock 
Calgary 


CARBON  COPIES 


18  September  1984 

Vicki  Gabereau 

Variety  Tonight 

Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 

PO  Box  4600 

Vancouver,  BC  V6B  4A2 

Dear  Ms  Gabereau: 

Your  opening  show  of  the  season  was 
marred  by  your  London  gossip  colum- 
nist who,  with  your  apparent  approval, 
cast  a  sexist  slur  at  people  called  "queers 
and  lesbians."  Would  you  have  broad- 
cast his  statement  if  he  had  said,  "We 
have  been  tracking  down  the  secret  reli- 
gious practices  of  the  Royal  Family  and 
thank  God  there  are  no  Jews  or  Seventh 
Day  Adventists  among  them"? 

In  any  case,  I  don't  think  much  of 
your  London  correspondent's  ability  as 
a  collector  of  gossip.  He  must  be  poorly 
connected  to  the  hints,  allegations  and 
bits  of  rumour  that  float  around  Fleet 
Street  and  London  pubs  and  that  pur- 
port to  describe  certain  sexual  activities 
of  some  members  of  the  Royal  Family  — 
activities  that  would  land  ordinary 
citizens  before  a  magistrate.  Or  is  it 
simply  that  he  thinks  your  Canadian 
listeners  would  just  not  understand  the 
English  term,  "cottaging"? 

More  seriously,  however,  your  corres- 
pondent is  sadly  misled  by  the  markers 
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600  SHERBOURNE  STREET    967-0210 

236  BLOOR  STREET  WEST      922-21 16 

TORONTO 

Dan  Burke,  Senior  Manager 
Lynne  Joyes,  Manager 


IN  CONCERT 


Special  guest:Lillian  Allen 

Bathurst  Street  Theatre,  Toronto 

Sunday,  October  28,  8pm 


Tickets  at  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  BASS  (698-2277) 

and  at  the  Theatre 


Information:  925-3154 


CODCO  presents: 


TWO  FOOLISH 

TO  TALK  ABOUT 


GREG 
MALONE 


TOMMY 
SEXTON 


Toronto 

Oct  23-28 

TWP  Theatre 

Charlottetown 

Oct  31 

Confederation  Centre 

West  Isle,  P.E.I. 

Nov1 

Charlottetown 

Nov  2 

Confederation  Centre 

Calgary 

Nov  5-11 

Shed  Theatre 

Vancouver 

Nov  13-Dec  1 

City  Stage 

Halifax 

Dec  4-9 

James  Dunn  Theatre 

■h 


Featuring:  Fiesta  and  Russel 
Wright  dinnerware;  Chase 
Chrome;  Bakelite.  Celluloid  and 
other  plastics.  Vintage  Fashion 
and  selected  new  items. 

20th  Century  styles  in  decor, 
fashion  and  popular  culture. 

446  Queen  St.  W.,  Toronto  366-6717 
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waxman/la  rose 


We  offer  a  complete  furniture  restoration 
and  refinishing  service.  Let  our  expert  hand- 
finishing  methods  revive  your  heirlooms  and 
reveal  their  original  craftsmanship. 

Please  drop  into  our  showroom  and  see 

our  collection  of  furniture,  antiques  and 

collectibles.  We  are  located  in  Toronto,  at  229 

Macpherson  Ave. , one  north  ofDupont, 

just  west,  off  Avenue  Road. 


963-9129 


Tuesday  to  Friday  9am-5pm,  Saturdays  10am  until  4pm 
Estimates  by  appointment 


he  uses  to  determine  a  person's  sexual 
orientation.  Anyone  who  has  mastered 
nothing  more  than  the  old  cliche  about 
the  "underworld  of  homosexual  life- 
style" knows  that  the  person's  outer 
facade  can  stand  in  complete  contradic- 
tion to  the  inner  reality.  Take  it  from  us 
that  the  biggest  closet  in  the  world  is 
constructed  behind  marriage  and  chil- 
dren. News  from  your  gossip  correspon- 
dent that  the  heir  to  the  British  throne 
sleeps  in  a  double  bed  with  his  wife  is 
certainly  not  in  itself  conclusive  evidence 
about  his  sexual  orientation.  The  Queen 
and  Prince  Philip,  as  we  discovered  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Buckingham  Palace 
burglary,  sleep  in  different  rooms.  So 
what  are  we  to  conclude  from  that? 

Now  if  you  were  to  tell  me  that  a  male 
member  of  the  Royal  Family  was  well 
over  30  before  he  married,  and  if  you 
were  to  tell  me  that  there  was  mounting 
gossip  about  him  before  his  marriage,  I 
would  begin  to  recognize  the  experience 
of  a  growing  number  of  men  who  call 
themselves  gay  fathers.  I  would  recog- 
nize the  enormous  pressures  that  have 
forced  many  homosexuals  to  contend 
with  the  unrelenting  moral  and  legal 
strictures  that  condemn  homosexuality 
in  our  society.  I  would  recognize  the 
mode  of  adaptation  whereby  homosexu- 
als, sometimes  after  years  of  struggle, 
finally  give  in  to  the  unyielding  and  un- 
caring expectations  of  family,  church, 
and  the  legal  system.  What  they  finally 
acceed  to  is  nothing  less  than  the  im- 
placable condemnation  that  streams 
without  exception  from  these  and  from 
all  of  the  other  institutions  of  society.  I 
would  recognize  also  the  enormous  pres- 
sures that  all  too  often  convince  homo- 
sexuals to  live  their  lives  as  though  they 
were  heterosexual  —  a  decision  that 
thereby  often  condemns  themselves  and 
the  family  around  them  to  a  life  of  secret 
torment  and  unhappiness,  all  of  which  is 
as  unnecessary  as  it  is  useless. 

The  prejudice  of  your  London  corres- 
pondent is  matched  only  by  his  hypo- 
crisy and  ignorance.  Please  spare  us  his 
opinions  in  the  future  and  remember 
that  your  audience  contains  thousands 
of  homosexuals  who  should  be  able  to 
listen  to  their  national  broadcasting  sys- 
tem without  hearing  wounding  personal 
insults  directed  at  them. 

Sincerely, 

Thorn  Greenfield 

for  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto 


September  24, 1984 

Mr  Thorn  Greenfield 
Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto 
PO  Box  187,  Station  F 
Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L5 

Dear  Mr  Greenfield: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September 

18, 1984. 

Please  accept  our  apologies  for  Nigel 
Dempster's  discriminating  remarks,  they 
were  in  bad  taste  and  should  have  been 
edited  from  the  program. 

My  producers  try  very  hard  to  edit 
their  material  and  it  is  rarely  that  such 
indiscretions  slip  by,  however,  on  this 
occasion  we  were  not  careful  enough. 

Again  we  apologize  and  thank  you  for 
listening  to  Variety  Tonight. 

Sincerely, 

Susan  Englebert,  Executive  Producer 
Variety  Tonight,  Radio  Variety 
CBC  Vancouver 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters.  Send 
them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  Letters  selected  for 
publication  may  be  edited  for  length. 
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THE  NEWS 

Toronto 's  archbishop  tries  to  hide  his  gay  purge,  but  the  story  gets  out 

Cardinal  slams  the  closet  door 


Tensions  over  the  apparent  presence 
of  gay  students  in  a  seminary  in 
Metropolitan  Toronto  have  esca- 
lated, with  the  help  of  Gerald 
Emmett  Cardinal  Carter,  into  an 
antihomosexual  witchhunt  which  has  led 
to  the  dismissal  of  three  faculty  members 
and  the  expulsion  of  two  students. 

Some  details  of  the  purge  at  St  Aug- 
ustine's Seminary  in  Scarborough,  the 
preeminent  school  for  the  training  of 
Roman  Catholic  priests  in  English-speak- 
ing Canada,  were  made  public  in  two  re- 
ports published  by  The  Globe  and  Mail 
September  7  and  8.  The  stories  said  that 
the  Rev  Brian  Clough,  St  Augustine's  rec- 
tor, and  the  Rev  Thomas  Dailey,  dean  of 
studies,  had  been  dismissed  the  first  week 
of  June  and  that  the  Rev  John  Tulk,  a 
professor  of  church  history,  had  been 
fired  early  in  September. 

Globe  reporters  Stanley  Oziewicz  and 
Peter  Moon  uncovered  the  following 
facts: 

•  Carter,  the  archbishop  of  Toronto, 
ordered  the  dismissals  after  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  seminary  conducted  at  his  re- 
quest by  the  Most  Rev  Marcel  Gervais, 
auxiliary  bishop  of  London,  Ontario; 

•  Carter  asked  Gervais  to  investigate 
after  coming  into  possession  of  a  docu- 
ment about  "tensions"  between  gay  and 
straight  seminarians  that  was  distributed 
to  St  Augustine's  sisters,  students  and 
faculty  by  Clough; 

•  The  tensions  had  arisen  from  allega- 
tions of  homosexual  behaviour  at  a  party 
held  in  Tulk's  rooms  at  the  seminary. 

Beyond  these  few  facts,  little  has  been 
revealed  about  the  origins  of  the  dispute. 
Although  he  had  reported  the  June  dis- 
missals when  they  occurred,  Oziewicz 
first  learned  some  of  the  details  several 
weeks  later  from  an  anonymous  letter. 
In  their  September  stories,  Oziewicz  and 
Moon  wrote:  "Sources,  including  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  and  student  body  at 
the  seminary,  members  of  religious  orders 
and  laymen,  agreed  to  talk  for  this  article 
provided  they  were  not  identified.  Many 
feared  for  their  future  careers  if  their 
names  were  used...." 

TBP's  own  investigation  has  encoun- 
tered similar  fears.  Most  of  those  inter- 
viewed said  they  feared  retaliation  by 
Cardinal  Carter.  A  priest  told  TBP:  "The 
diocese  is  actively  trying  to  find  out  who 
gave  that  information  to  The  Globe  and 
Mail."  And  a  member  of  a  religious  order 
commented:  "He  (Carter)  doesn't  show 
any  sensitivity  toward  people,  so  they're 
afraid  to  speak  out."  When  told  TOP  had 
been  able  to  learn  much  of  the  story  and 
would  publish  it,  the  member  added,  "It 
will  do  a  lot  of  good  because  it  shows  how 
they  really  operate." 

In  addition  to  those  quoted,  TBP's  ac- 
count of  the  tensions  leading  to  the  dis- 
missals and  expulsions  has  been  gathered 
from  a  well-placed  source  who  wishes  to 
remain  anonymous,  and  from  documents 
which  have  come  into  our  possession. 
Brian  Clough  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment.  A  copy  of  this  article  was  sent 
to  Margaret  Long,  Assistant  to  the  Direc- 
tor of  Communications  of  the  Archdio- 
cese of  Toronto,  for  comment,  but  she 
did  not  return  any  of  TBP's  calls. 

• 
The  presence  of  suspected  gay  students  in 


Cardinal  Carter:  a  secret  operation  against  creeping  Protestantism  and  homosexuality 


the  seminary  apparently  first  became  an 
issue  during  the  1982/83  seminary  year 
when  some  first-year  students  com- 
plained about  the  campy  behaviour  of 
some  other  students.  The  issue  was  taken 
up  by  an  informal  group  of  about  a  doz- 
en conservative  seminarians  who  were 
united  by  their  dissatisfaction  with  the 
faculty's  generally  liberal  interpretation 
of  Catholic  theology.  They  came  to  be 
known  as  "the  machos."  Defenders  of 
those  accused  were  dubbed  "the  effemin- 
ates," the  group  to  which  the  two  stu- 
dents who  were  expelled  belonged.  Most 


students  belonged  to  neither.  (According 
to  Oziewicz  and  Moon,  Gervais  found 
that  between  six  and  12  of  the  approxi- 
mately 50  students  were  "homosexually 
oriented."  Our  source  suggests  that  even 
Gervais's  upper  figure  may  be  much  too 
low.) 

Gossip  and  paranoia  flourished.  Den- 
nis Hayes,  a  seminarian  who  says  he 
belonged  to  neither  group,  explained: 
"When  you  group  a  number  of  people 
you  have  a  fishbowl  type  of  effect;  when 
people  start  talking,  these  things  spread... 
an  innocent  comment  can  turn  into  a 


vicious  attack." 

In  March,  1983  several  students  were 
criticized  in  their  written  year-end  evalu- 
ation by  faculty  for  their  "feminine 
mannerisms." 

A  month  later,  the  authors  of  an  annual 
letter  from  students  to  faculty  complained 
that  the  faculty  was  tolerating  a  "vigilante 
group"  that  was  harassing  suspected  gay 
students.  The  letter  also  said  that  criticism 
of  some  students  for  their  mannerisms 
had  exacerbated  the  situation. 

By  September  it  appeared  that  the  let- 
ter had  had  some  effect:  at  the  week-long 
retreat  which  starts  the  school  year,  most 
of  the  faculty  who  spoke  of  the  matter 
called  for  tolerance  of  differences  in  the 
seminary. 

But  the  complaints  continued.  Charles 
Lewis,  a  former  RCMP  employee  said  to 
be  in  the  "macho  group"  —  an  allegation 
which  he  did  not  deny  —  told  TBP  he 
himself  had  lodged  a  complaint  about 
sexual  activity  in  the  seminary:  "guys  do- 
ing things  they  shouldn't  be  doing."  But 
he  admitted  he  hadn't  witnessed  such  ac- 
tivity himself.  On  the  other  side,  rumours 
flew  that  "the  machos"  were  searching 
Toronto's  gay  bars  for  seminarians.  TBP 
has  found  no  evidence  to  support  this 
allegation. 

Tensions  between  the  two  factions  be- 
came so  acute  that,  in  the  late  fall, 
Clough  held  separate  meetings  with  mem- 
bers of  the  two  groups  and  with  un- 
aligned students  in  an  attempt  to  cool  the 
dispute. 

But  after  a  party  held  in  Tulk's  rooms 
following  a  joint  religious  service  with 
Anglican  seminarians  on  January  26  of 
this  year,  events  started  to  spiral  out  of 
control.  Although  Gervais  later  was  to 
find  that  nothing  amiss  had  occurred  at 
the  party,  rumours  circulated  of  drunk- 
ness  and  homosexual  activity. 

In  a  speech  delivered  to  St  Augustine's 
seminarians  at  a  special  house  meeting  six 
days  later,  Clough  criticized  "the  rumour 
mill"  and  appealed  for  an  end  to  gossip 
about  the  party.  And  on  February  8  he 
met  again  with  members  of  the  factions 
and  other  students,  this  time  in  a  joint 
meeting. 

Then,  on  March  19,  a  three-page  letter, 
"A  Diaglogue  in  Trust,"  apparently  writ- 
ten by  someone  who  had  been  at  the  Feb- 
ruary meeting,  was  distributed  on 
Clough's  authority  to  the  seminary's  stu- 
dents, faculty  and  sisters  (see  box  next 


Compassion 
and  the  Cardinal 

The  Archbishop  of  Toronto 
knows  how  to  pick  friends,  and 
if  you  're  not  one  of  them. . . . 


"CARDINAL  CARTER  AIDS  DAVIS:  No 
Solidarnosc  for  T.T.C.  Workers"  —  that 
was  the  heading  on  a  leaflet  twitting 
Gerald  Emmett  Cardinal  Carter,  arch- 
bishop of  Toronto,  for  backing  strikes  in 
Poland  while  opposing  a  threatened  transit 
strike  at  home  that  would  have  cut  into  at- 
tendance at,  and  profits  from,  the  recent 
papal  tour. 


Carter,  a  close  friend  of  John  Paul  II, 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Second  Vatican 
Council,  which  reformed  the  Catholic 
Church.  Yet,  his  critics  say,  Carter  is  more 
zealous  for  the  letter  of  the  reforms  than 
for  their  spirit.  Last  year,  when  the  Cana- 
dian Council  of  Catholic  Bishops  issued  an 
economic  report  that  blamed  the  profit 
motive  for  widespread  poverty  and  unem- 
ployment, Carter  disavowed  the  docu- 
ment, siding  with  the  outraged  bankers 
and  industrialists.  And  early  this  year  he 
authored  a  pastoral  letter  which  con- 
demned attempts  to  elaborate  a  Catholic 
theology  that  would  allow  birth  control, 
abortion  and  the  ordination  of  women. 

(  arter's  record  on  gay  issues  is  not  com- 
pletely black.  He  once  wrote  a  report  on 
police/minority  relations  which  devoted  a 


few  lines  of  criticism  to  homophobic  ver- 
bal abuse.  But  he  has  also  barred  the  local 
chapter  of  Dignity,  the  gay  Catholic  or- 
ganization, from  the  use  of  a  church  for 
their  meetings  and  has  told  homophobic 
jokes  to  an  audience  of  police  officers. 
The  fear  and  silence  surrounding  the 
purge  at  St  Augustine's  Seminary  point 
not  just  to  the  man's  power,  but  to  the 
way  he  exercises  it.  "Insensitive"  is  the 
word  which  most  often  comes  to  the  lips  of 
his  critics.  But  Carter  may  have  inadver- 
tently illuminated  the  issue  when  he 
dismissed  Thomas  Dailey.  According  to 
the  press  reports,  he  told  the  priest,  "You 
are  much  too  compassionate."  Perhaps  it 
is  not  others  who  are  too  compassionate, 
but  the  Cardinal  who  is  not  compassionate 
enough.  KP 
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page).  Although  unsigned,  the  names  of 
Clough  and  three  students  appeared  at 
the  bottom  of  the  letter.  A  notable  fea- 
ture of  this  letter  is  its  twice-stated  con- 
cern that  news  of  the  tensions  within  the 
seminary  might  get  beyond  its  walls.  The 
fearful  reference  to  "having  'outsiders' 
resolve  those  issues  for  us"  appears  to 
have  been  an  allusion  to  Cardinal  Carter. 

"A  Dialogue  in  Trust"  proved  to  be 
the  means  of  betrayal:  within  a  few  days, 
a  copy  had  been  conveyed  to  Carter.  And 
by  the  second  week  of  April,  Gervais  had 
begun  his  investigation  into  theological 
and  sexual  deviation  at  St  Augustine's. 

• 
In  the  purge  of  St  Augustine's,  a  harmo- 
nious constellation  of  authoritarianism, 
sectarianism  and  homophobia  can  be 
seen  at  work. 

Since  the  Second  Vatican  Council,  part 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  and  laity  have  been 
moving  away  from  both  the  church's 
traditional  insistence  on  authority  as  the 
source  of  truth  and  the  concomitant  par- 
anoia about  Protestant  theologies.  The 
council  suggested  that  truth  is  not  abso- 
lute, that  a  changing  world  can  pose  new 
questions  and  demand  new  answers. 

St  Augustine's  Seminary  has  been  in- 


fluenced by  this  new  current  in  Catholi- 
cism and  has  exposed  its  students  to  the 
interaction  of  social  activism  and  femin- 
ism with  traditional  teachings.  As  one  of 
the  eight  theological  colleges  that  jointly 
make  up  the  Toronto  School  of  Theo- 
logy, an  ecumenical  project,  the  seminary 
has  encouraged  an  open-minded  compar- 
ison of  Protestant  and  Catholic  beliefs. 

But  as  the  new  Catholicism  has  devel- 
oped, so  has  the  conviction  among  some 
Catholics  that  the  revolt  against  authority 
and  the  flirtation  with  Protestantism  — 
often  the  same  thing  to  their  eyes  —  have 
gone  too  far.  It  is  common  knowledge  in 
the  Diocese  of  Toronto  that  Cardinal 
Carter  and  other  conservatives  are  less 
than  fond  of  St  Augustine's,  where  the 
now  thin  trickle  of  future  priests  —  the 
seminary's  approximately  50  students  rat- 
tle about  in  a  building  that  could  hold  200 
—  are  thought  to  be  in  danger  of  contam- 
ination by  rebellion  and  creeping  Protes- 
tantism. Once  Carter  had  indisputable 
evidence  that  the  place  of  homosexuals  in 
the  priesthood  was,  however  informally 
and  tentatively,  being  explored  at  the 
seminary,  he  struck. 

The  purge  was  carried  out  in  a  secrecy 
induced  by  fear:  everyone  who  knew, 


even  the  victims,  was  too  intimidated  to 
speak  out.  To  this  day,  Carter  refuses  to 
say  why  the  firings  occurred.  Gervais's 
report  remains  a  secret. 

According  to  the  Globe,  although 
Clough,  Tulk  and  the  tenured  Dailey  were 
instructors  at  the  Toronto  School  of 
Theology,  the  Cardinal  ordered  them  to 
resign  without  any  explanation  to  the 
school.  Carter  told  TST  officials  that  any 
protest  from  them  over  his  neglect  of  due 
process  could  result  in  the  withdrawal  of 
St  Augustine's  from  the  joint  project. 

Some  of  the  homophobia  was  blatant. 
Gervais  is  reported  to  have  asked  students 
about  homosexual  activity,  but  not  about 
heterosexual  activity.  And  he  told  faculty 
they  should  not  admit  gay  students  to  the 
seminary.  When  the  teachers  protested 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  about  the 
sexual  orientation  of  priests,  he  backed 
off  slightly  but  still  insisted  that  a  gay 
seminarian  would  have  to  have  been 
chaste  for  five  years  before  admission. 
Apparently  he  made  no  such  stipulation 
for  heterosexual  applicants. 

But  to  speak  of  discrimination  is  mere- 
ly to  scratch  the  surface;  the  homophobia 
here  is  deeper  and  subtler  than  that.  The 
Catholic  hierarchy  is  one  of  the  largest 


A  trust  betrayed 

The  confidential  dialogue  that 
didn  *t  stay  confidential 


What  follows  is  the  complete,  unedited 
text  of '  'A  Dialogue  in  Trust, ' '  the  letter 
circulated  by  St  A  ugustine  's  Seminary 
Rector  Brian  Clough  to  students  and  fac- 
ulty on  March  19  of  this  year. 

The  following  are  reflections  on  discus- 
sions that  occurred  during  the  past  year  in 
regard  to  issues  and  tensions  that  were 
present  in  the  house.  These  discussions 
were  alluded  to  in  Fr.  Clough's  address  to 
the  house  in  February.  Initially,  Fr. 
Clough  met  with  three  distinct  groups 
composed  of  second,  third,  and  fourth 
year  students.  These  groups  represented 
different  viewpoints  on  tensions  that  were 
growing  within  the  first  few  months  of  the 
seminary  year.  The  three  distinct  meetings 
allowed  students  to  articulate  their  percep- 
tions of  what  was  occuring  within  and  be- 
tween emerging  factions.  These  meetings 
were  completed  by  the  end  of  the  first 
term.  A  collective  meeting  of  the  three 
groups  took  place  a  week  after  Fr. 
Clough's  February  address. 

The  purpose  of  the  collective  meeting 
was  to  provide  a  forum  for  dialogue  and 
for  the  definition  of  issues  that  each  group 
perceived.  A  second  issue  was  to  receive 
feedback  on  Fr.  dough's  February  inter- 
vention in  regard  to  the  house  social  with 
Trinity  College.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
meeting  would  be  an  initial  step  toward 
resolution  of  various  problems.  The  meet- 
ing began  with  an  attempt  to  identify  what 
the  problems  were.  The  general  consensus 
was  that  there  was  misunderstanding  of 
viewpoints,  attitudes,  and  behaviors.  This 
was  characteristic  of  all,  not  of  a  certain 
few.  It  was  recognised  that  many  of  us  did 
not  know  each  other  well  enough  and  were 
unsure  about  positions  held,  which  genera- 
ted unease  and,  perhaps,  a  little  suspicion. 
Within  an  institution  there  will  be  a  broad 
range  of  personalities  and  attitudes.  Such  a 
situation  can  all  too  easily  lead  to  conflict, 
which  itself  produces  intolerance  and  in- 
sensitivity.  It  was  felt  that  we  were  categor- 
izing each  other  as  to  lifestyle  and  orienta- 
tion. It  should  be  noted  that  in  Fr.  Clough's 
February  address  there  was  mention 
made  of  a  general  nosiness  of  other's  busi- 
ness and  a  consequent  break -down  in 


trust.  The  problem,  then,  was  one  of  mis- 
understanding and  unfamiliarity  that  led 
to  insensitivity  and  intolerance. 

Discussion  ensued  with  each  group  ex- 
pressing its  feelings  on  the  problem.  It  was 
felt  that  each  group  was  given  a  free  and 
equal  opportunity  to  express  their  views. 
As  the  discussion  progressed,  it  became 
evident  that  group  boundaries  were  break- 
ing down  and  that  each  was  expressing  his 
views  as  an  individual,  rather  than  as  a 
representative  of  a  group. 

It  became  clear  that  the  issue  would  be 
lost  if  the  discussion  were  limited  to  the 
surface  problem:  that  is,  a  tension  between 
those  perceived  to  be  "macho"  and  those 
perceived  to  be  "effeminate".  It  was 
agreed  that  such  exclusive  terms  are  dam- 
aging and  denigrating.  It  is  all  too  easy  to 
categorize  someone  because  he  acts  differ- 
ently. The  issue  was  then  not  how  to  limit 
those  who  act  differently,  but  how  to  come 
to  know  the  other  with  greater  apprecia- 
tion and  understanding  of  his  uniqueness. 

Five  main  points  were  made  during  the 
discussion: 

1 :  to  equate  homosexuality  with  effemin- 
ate behavior  is  false.  A  person's  sexual 
orientation  should  not  become  a  preoccu- 
pation for  others.  The  issue  is  not  one  of 
homosexuality  or  heterosexuality  within  or 
outside  the  seminary,  but  one  of  sensitiv- 
ity to  others  who  may  be  different  than 
ourselves. 

2:  it  is  important  to  be  sensitive  to  the 
effect  that  our  behavior  has  on  others  and 
the  possible  effects  or  perceptions  that  can 
result  from  the  cumulative  effect  of  group 
behavior  in  a  particular  situation. 
3:  it  should  be  recognized  that  feelings  of 
being  threatened  by  another's  uniqueness 
have  their  source  within  ourselves  and 
must  be  resolved  within  ourselves.  The 
problem  should  not  be  'how  can  I  change 
the  other',  but  'how  can  I  come  to  terms 
with  myself  so  that  I  can  appreciate  the 
other  more'. 

4:  out  of  an  ignorance  of  another's  pain 
can  come  a  desire  to  avoid  that  individual 
because  he  is  different.  Thus  the  challenge 
must  be  recognized:  to  confront  someone 
with  a  problem  is  harder  than  not  dealing 
with  him. 

5:  the  seminary  community  has  a  right  to 
resolve  its  own  issues  without  having  them 
communicated  outside  the  house  or  having 
"outsiders"  resolve  those  issues  for  us. 

The  immediate  results  of  the  meeting 
were  generally  positive.  It  was  felt  that  dia- 
logue which  occurred  within  the  context  of 


the  meeting  could  be  transferred  to  a  less 
formal  setting.  Much  misunderstanding 
was  identified  and  corrected.  It  may  be 
correct  to  say  that  tolerance  was  learned 
and  that  out  of  that  learning  came  a 
greater  appreciation  and  comfort  with 
others  who  were  different  than  ourselves: 
that  is,  a  tolerance  that  was  embedded  in 
charity  and  mutual  respect.  With  the  re- 
duction of  tension  through  the  expression 
of  difficulties  came  a  more  relaxed  atmos- 
phere in  the  house.  An  important  result 
was  that  the  "silent  majority"  spoke-up 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussions. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  meeting  was  an  in- 
itial step  to  the  resolution  of  the  issue. 
Though  the  issue  was  not  totally  resolved, 
the  meeting  provided  an  opportunity  to 
dialogue  in  trust. 

The  less  immediate  results  were  just  as 
important.  The  meetings  that  occurred  this 
year  served  as  a  first  step  to  dialogue  that 
can  and  will  hopefully  occur  in  years  to 
come.  It  was  recognized  that  there  will  al- 
ways be  problems  in  institutional  living 
and  that  these  problems  should  be  ad- 
dressed. Thus,  the  path  was  opened  to  fu- 
ture dialogue.  It  was  suggested  that  the  ser- 
vices of  professionals,  such  as  Sister  Dick- 
son, be  employed  in  addressing  issues  such 
as  sexuality,  spirituality,  tolerance,  etc.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  an  opportunity  be 
provided  for  year  groups  to  reflect  on  the 
year  with  their  representatives  to  the  ex- 
tended faculty  meetings.  It  was  also  sug- 
gested that  new  students  precede  returning 
students  at  the  start  of  the  year  by  a  day  or 
two  inorder  to  better  prepare  them  for 
seminary  life  and  to  ease  the  process  of  as- 
similation. In  all,  these  discussions  came 
out  of  an  experience  of  grace;  an  experi- 
ence that  was  felt  by  the  whole  seminary 
community.  The  meeting  of  collective 
closed  with  the  hope  and  the  positive  anti- 
cipation of  greater  interpersonal  commun- 
ication and  friendship. 

19  MARCH  1984 

M.CENERINI 

FR.  B.  CLOUGH 

J.  MURPHY 

D.  REILANDER 

This  document  has  been  distributed  to  the 
sisters,  faculty,  and  students  of  St.  Augus- 
tine's Seminary.  Its  purpose  is  specifically 
for  the  members  of  the  house,  i.e.  the  doc- 
ument is  confidential  to  members  of  the 
house.  This  is  why  the  document  has  not 
been  posted  on  the  bulletin  board. 


single-sex  institutions  in  the  world. 
Homosexual  activity  is  inevitable;  that  a 
certain  fraction  of  its  members  will  be  gay 
is  inevitable.  Yet  it  remains  a  great  un- 
spoken concern.  Mary  Malone,  a  St  Aug- 
ustine's faculty  member,  says  :  "The 
presence  of  gay  students  among  seminar- 
ians is  not  new.  Until  recently,  we  pre- 
tended it  wasn't  there." 

The  St  Augustine's  purge  was  directed 
not  so  much  against  gay  seminarians  as 
against  those,  gay  or  straight,  students  or 
faculty,  who  dared  to  break  the  silence  — 
to  push  or  pull  open  the  closet  doors  just 
a  crack.  The  purge  would  be  a  warning  to 
those  still  in  the  closet  to  stay  there. 
That's  perhaps  why  only  two  students 
were  asked  to  leave  the  seminary,  al- 
though Gervais  estimated  that  there  were 
as  many  as  12  "homosexually  inclined" 
students  there.  That  could  be  the  mean- 
ing of  Carter's  explanation  to  reporters 
of  Clough's  dismissal:  "To  talk  about  it  is 
one  thing,  but  to  put  it  in  print  (in  "A 
Dialogue  of  Trust")  is  a  problem." 

Malone  describes  Clough  and  Tulk  as 
"honest,  compassionate  men."  "Their 
integrity,"  she  says,  "helped  something 
come  into  the  open  that  others  would 
have  preferred  to  keep  secret."  Clough, 
Dailey  and  Tulk  are  gone  from  St  Augus- 
tine's, but  those  responsible  failed  in  their 
goal.  The  secret  is  now  out  in  the  open. 

Ken  PopertD 
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Homof  iles  destroyed 
says  outgoing  Kaplan 

Robert  Kaplan,  Solicitor  General  in  the 
recently  defeated  federal  Liberal  govern- 
ment, gave  assurances  before  he  left  of- 
fice that  all  RCMP  Security  Service  files 
on  gay  people  had  been  destroyed. 

In  a  letter  to  MP  Svend  Robinson  da- 
ted June  14,  Kaplan  wrote:  "Concerning 
files  on  homosexuals,  all  files  opened  in 
the  past  solely  on  the  basis  of  an  individu- 
al's sexual  orientation  have  now  been  de- 
stroyed, and  this  category  of  file  has  been 
discontinued." 

As  justice  critic  for  the  New  Democrat- 
ic Party  in  the  last  parliament,  Robinson 
had  pursued  the  matter  of  security  files 
being  opened  on  people  merely  because 
they  were  homosexual  or  lesbian. 

Kaplan's  letter  to  Robinson  also  speci- 
fied the  manner  in  which  the  files  were 
destroyed,  "...hard  copy  or  paper  files 
were  destroyed  by  being  burned  or 
pulped....  All  automated  or  computer- 
ized copies  of  these  files  have  also  been 
erased...." 

Kaplan  also  claimed  that  the  RCMP  no 
longer  has  a  special  section  assigned  to  in- 
vestigate gays.  In  1980,  journalist  John 
Sawatsky  published  a  book  about  the 
RCMP's  Security  Service  which  revealed 
that  it  had  a  special  desk  whose  only  func- 
tion was  to  identify  homosexual  and  les- 
bian civil  servants  (see  TBP,  May  1980). 

The  former  solicitor  general  added: 
"Members  of  the  RCMP  are  expressly 
forbidden  by  policy  from  conducting  gen- 
eral inquires  relating  to  homosexuals, 
their  organizations,  their  associates  or 
their  meeting  places." 

When  asked  by  TBP  if  he  thought 
Kaplan's  assurances  could  be  believed, 
Robinson  replied:  "It's  a  fairly  serious 
matter  if  he  is  misleading  me  (as  an  MP). 
I  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  him." 

Robinson  indicated  however  that  he 
does  not  yet  regard  the  matter  as  closed. 
"I  will  be  pursuing  it  with  the  new  minis- 
ter," he  said,  "to  make  sure  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  files  has  been  completed  and 
that  no  new  files  are  being  opened." 

KPD 
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THE  RAIDS:  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 


Back  Door  warrant  ruled  invalid 


The  law  authorizing  search  warrants  for 
bawdyhouse  and  gaming-house  investiga- 
tions has  been  struck  down  as  unconstitu- 
tional by  an  Ontario  Supreme  Court 
judge.  The  police  will  no  longer  have  the 
use  of  easily  procured  warrants  for 
bawdyhouse  raids. 

The  ruling  was  handed  down  October 
3,  during  the  preliminary  hearing  for  the 
men  arrested  in  the  1983  raid  on  the  Back 
Door  Gym  and  Sauna.  Judge  David 
Henry  quashed  the  warrant  used  in  the 
investigations,  stating  section  181  (1)  of 
the  Criminal  Code,  under  which  it  was  is- 
sued, conflicted  with  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms.  The  Charter's  pro- 
vision against  unreasonable  search  and 
seizure  demands  stronger  protections 
against  warrant  abuse  than  s.  181  pro- 
vides. Henry  ordered  the  return  of  all 
property  taken  in  the  raid. 

Section  181  creates  an  exception  to  the 
standard  warrant  procedure  set  out  in 
s.443  for  most  criminal  investigations. 
When  police  officers  applied  for  a  war- 
rant to  search  The  Back  Door  Gym  under 
s.  181 ,  they  were  not  bound  by  the  usual 
obligation  to  explain  their  grounds  for 
believing  that  an  offence  had  been  com- 
mitted. They  were  also  exempted  from 
having  to  make  their  statements  under 
oath.  Furthermore,  the  justice  of  the 
peace  who  issued  the  warrant  didn't  have 
to  question  the  officers  or  satisfy  himself 
that  they  had  reasonable  grounds  for 
their  beliefs.  In  effect,  the  justice  became 
a  rubber  sta'np  for  decisions  the  police 
had  made  themselves. 

The  suspension  of  the  usual  safeguards 
against  invasions  of  privacy  and  property 
didn't  serve  any  legal  purpose,  according 
to  Henry,  who  called  it  "arbitrary"  and 


Musical  tubs 

Jack  Campbell's  out,  but 
ownership  of  The  Club  and 
The  Barracks  still  goes 
round  and  round 


Along  with  The  Richmond  St  Health 
Emporium  and  The  Romans  Health 
and  Recreation  Spa,  the  Club  Toronto 
and  The  Barracks  were  the  targets  of 
the  February  1981  bathhouse  raids. 
The  Club  and  The  Barracks  have  un- 
dergone a  number  of  changes  in  own- 
ership since  then. 

At  the  time  it  was  raided,  The  Club 
was  owned  by  three  individuals  and 
one  company.  Jack  Campbell  of  the 
US  Club  Bath  Chain  held  37.5  percent 
of  the  shares,  Ray  Diemer  37.5  per- 
cent and  Peter  Maloney  5  percent. 
The  remaining  20  percent  belonged  to 
RLS  Management,  a  company  owned 
jointly  by  Jerry  Levy  and  Rick  Sten- 
house.  Maloney  subsequently  sold  his 
5  percent  to  The  Club  and  Diemer 
bought  out  Campbell.  Levy  says 
Diemer  is  now  seeking  to  buy  the  RLS 
shares  as  well,  which  would  give  him 
sole  ownership. 

In  early  1981,  Campbell,  Diemer, 
Hislop  and  RLS  were  partners  in  The 
Barracks.  After  the  raids,  The  Bar- 
racks bought  RLS  Management's 
shares  and  Levy  purchased  Campbell's 
As  a  result,  Levy  now  owns  59  percent 
of  The  Barracks,  Hislop  owns  21  per- 
cent and  Diemer  20  percent.  Accord- 
ing to  Hislop,  Diemer  wants  to  sell  his 
shares.  KPN 


"lacking  in  rationale."  Section  181,  he 
said,  sat  on  the  books  as  "an  unexplained 
aberration,  an  oddity." 

The  Crown  hasn't  indicated  whether  it 
will  appeal  the  decision.  Its  first  move  has 
been  to  apply  for  a  stay  of  that  portion  of 
the  decision  ordering  the  return  of  the 
seized  material.  (Prosecution  would  be 
difficult  without  the  business  records 
taken  in  the  raid.)  If  the  Crown  does  ap- 
peal, the  odds  aren't  in  their  favour.  A 
very  similar  Charter  case  involving  the 
Combines  Investigation  Act  was  decided 
recently  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 
It  stands  as  a  strong  precedent  for 
Henry's  application  of  the  Charter  in  this 
case. 

Although  the  bawdyhouse  search  war- 
rant law  is  indeed  a  legal  oddity,  section 
181  does  have  an  historical  explanation  — 
it's  a  holdover  from  the  English  poor 
laws.  During  the  18th  and  19th  centuries, 
gaming-  and  bawdyhouses  were  cleared 
out  regularly  as  a  preventive  measure. 
The  wandering  poor,  who  assembled 
there,  were  viewed  as  a  criminal  element; 
it  was  commonly  believed  that  idle- 
ness, drunkenness  and  immorality  were 
direct  causes  of  crime.  The  warrant  was 
originally  used  to  take  these  "rogues  and 
vagabonds"  into  custody  so  that  they 
could  give  an  account  of  their  activities  to 
a  judge.  It  was  only  later  that  the  warrant 
came  to  be  used  to  seize  evidence  of  actu- 
al crimes. 

It  doesn't  seem  entirely  coincidental 
that  this  law  ended  up  authorizing  raids  on 
gay  baths  in  the  1980s.  Our  society  has  its 
own  ideas  about  the  criminal  element  and 
the  threat  posed  by  immorality,  which 
target  gay  people  rather  than  rogues  and 
vagabonds 

There  probably  won't  be  much  change 
in  the  conduct  of  bawdyhouse  raids  now 
that  standard  search  warrants  are  re- 
quired. The  Toronto  police  spent  months 
doing  undercover  surveillance  before  the 
bath  raids.  (Considering  the  number  of 


1983  raid: '  'rogues,  vagabonds ' ' —  and  us 

hours  invested,  it  seems  to  have  been  their 
favourite  part.)  They  wouldn't  have  had 
any  problem  producing  information  for  a 
regular  warrant.  In  fact,  The  Back  Door 
Gym  warrant  did  include  a  detailed  de- 
scription of  the  police  officers'  grounds 
for  belief,  even  though  s.181  didn't  re- 
quire it.  With  the  burning  zeal  that  the 
police  department  has  shown  for  stamp- 
ing out  gay  sex,  a  tougher  warrant  law 
won't  slowthem  down.        Lee  Waldorf  □ 


Deceptive  lull 

Found-ins  finally  get  the  call 

Midsummer  speculation  that  Mon- 
treal police,  having  closed  Bud's  with 
their  June  2  raid,  would  not  procede 
against  the  accused  has  proved  false. 

The  speculation  arose  because,  by 
the  end  of  August,  none  of  the  ac- 
cused had  received  a  summons  to  ap- 
pear in  court  to  set  a  trial  date.  But  at 
the  end  of  the  summer,  the  judicial 
system  was  again  at  work  and  those 
charged  started  to  receive  summonses 
on  September  5. 

The  Association  pour  les  droits  des 
gais  et  lesbiennes  du  Quebec  has 
formed  a  Comite  de  defense  des  ac- 
cuses du  Bud's  to  assist  the  188  men 
arrested  in  the  early  morning  raid  on 
the  city's  most  famous  gay  bar. 
ADGLQ  has  hired  a  legal  firm  and  is 
encouraging  all  the  accused  to  mount 
a  joint  defence.  The  organization  is 
asking  each  participant  to  contribute 
$300  toward  legal  costs,  with  ADGLQ 
agreeing  to  pick  up  the  difference. 
Those  who  qualify  for  legal  aid  are 
entitled  to  take  part  in  the  joint  de- 
fence. For  further  information,  call 
ADGLQ  at  (514)  843-8671  and  ask  for 
Bruno  Grenier  or  Daniel  Gravel. 

Bernard  CourteD 


Club/Barracks  conspiracy  charges  dropped 


After  waiting  three  and  a  half  years  and 
running  up  huge  legal  bills,  the  five  men 
faced  with  the  most  serious  charges  laid  in 
the  Barracks  and  Club  bathhouse  raids 
have  found  that  they  won't  be  going  to 
trial.  The  Crown  apparently  did  not  have 
enough  confidence  in  the  strength  of  its 
case  to  proceed  —  a  deal  has  been  worked 
out  with  the  defendants. 

During  the  preliminary  hearing  on  Sep- 
tember 24,  a  decision  was  announced  by 
provincial  court  judge  Donald  Graham  in 
which  the  court  dismissed  all  charges  laid 


against  George  Hislop  and  Peter  Maloney 
in  connection  with  the  February  1981 
raids.  Both  faced  charges  of  living  off  the 
avails  of  crime.  Hislop  was  also  charged 
with  several  other  offences,  including 
keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse.  In  an  in- 
terview with  TBP,  he  explained  that 
charges  were  dropped  in  return  for  the  ac- 
cused's agreement  with  the  Crown's 
claim  that  it  had  a  prima  facie  (minimal) 
case  against  them.  This  does  not  amount 
to  an  admission  of  guilt;  according  to 
Hislop,  it's  a  legal  device  that  prevents 


Jerry  Levy,  Peter  Maloney  and  George  Hislop:  1981  's  '  'conspiracy ' '  becomes  1984  's  deal  —  seems  the  Cro  wn  didn  7  have  a  case 
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When  you  visit 

Tofino 

pamper  yourself 

in  the  delightfully  different 

accommodation  at... 


Silvercloud 

Beautifully  appointed  self- 
contained  guest  wings  in  a  private 
home  located  on  the  waterfront. 

Nestled  in  the  quiet  privacy  of 

three  wooded  acres.guests  look 

out  over  sparkling  waters  and 

lovely  emerald  islands  just  ten 

minutes  to  famous  Long  Beach. 


For  information  and/or 
reservations,  please  contact: 

Olivia  A  Mae 

Box  249 

Tofino,  BC 

Canada  VOR  2Z0 

Telephone:  (604)  725-3998 


Westcoast's  finest 

Main  floor 
cozy  pub  atmosphere 
Upstairs  dance  floor 
reserved  for  "Men  Only". 

When  in  Vancouver 
join  us  at  Buddy's 

1018  Burnaby  Street,  Vancouver,  B.C.  (604)  681-2424 


Every  man's  home  is  the  Castle. 
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U  Castle  Dub 


750  Granville,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
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Present  This  Ad  for 
FREE  Admission  on  Weekends 


For  advertising  information,  call  Bruce  at  669-1753  or  c/o  Little  Sister's,  1221  ThurlowStV6E  1X4. 


the  accused  from  suing  the  Crown  for 
malicious  prosecution. 

Decisions  were  also  handed  down  on 
the  cases  against  Rick  Stenhouse,  Jerry 
Levy  and  Raymond  Diemer.  The  mass  of 
charges  confronting  them  were  with- 
drawn and  new  informations  laid  char- 
ging them  with  one  offence  each,  to 
which  they  pleaded  guilty.  Diemer  was 
fined  $30,000  for  keeping  a  common 
bawdyhouse  at  The  Barracks  and  Levy 
$8,000  for  keeping  at  the  Club.  Stenhouse 
was  fined  $2,000  for  possessing  obscene 
material. 

The  remaining  three  men  who  face 
keeping  charges  were  employees  of  the 
Barracks  and  The  Club.  They  will  come 
to  trial  in  late  October.  It's  likely  that 
information  about  the  exact  nature  of  the 
deal  struck  with  the  Crown  will  be  avail- 
able once  decisions  have  been  handed 
down  on  these  last  cases.       Lee  Waldorf  □ 


Canada  Post  moves 

to  cut  anti-bias  clause 

Gay  postal  workers  in  Canada  face 
possible  insecurity,  discrimination  t 
harassment  by  their  employer,  Canau  i 
Post,  if  the  Canadian  Union  of  Postal 
Workers  (CUPW)  is  unable  to  keep  in 
their  new  contract  a  clause  forbidding 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation. 

As  well  as  eliminating  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing allowance,  reducing  rights  of  p — »- 
time  employees,  removing  paid  heaiui 
insurance,  increasing  work  hours  and 
numerous  changes  designed  to  boost  the 
employer's  profit,  Canada  Post  wants  to 
replace  the  anti-discrimination  clause  in 
the  previous  contract,  which  included 


sexual  orientation,  with  the  Canada 
Labour  Code,  which  contains  no  ref- 
erence to  sexual  orientation. 

When  reached  by  TBP\n  Ottawa, 
Robert  Caynes,  assistant  to  Canada  Post 
president  Michael  Warren,  would  offer 
no  comment  as  to  why  management 
wants  the  clause  removed. 

Canada  Post  also  wants  any  un- 
favourable employee  reports  to  remain 
on  file  for  two  years  rather  than  the  cur- 
rent one  year  and  to  limit  employee  ac- 
cess to  personal  files  to  once  per  year. 

As  of  this  writing,  the  executive  rep- 
resenting the  19,000-strong  Letter  Car- 
riers Union,  an  entity  separate  from 
CUPW,  has  accepted  a  contract  pro- 
posal, but  members  have  yet  to  see  it  or 
vote  on  it. 

Mike  Dorman,  a  gay  letter  carrier,  is 
concerned  about  the  prospect  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  anti-discrimination  clause 


from  the  contract.  The  possibility  of  an 
unsympathetic  and  perhaps  homophobic 
supervisor  is  not  far-fetched,  says  Dor- 
man,  and  "without  the  protection  of  the 
law,  the  chance  of  harassment,  discrim- 
ination and  even  dismissal  is  very  real. 

Dorman  does  not,  however,  see  the 
issue  as  of  much  concern  to  the  majority 
of  his  union.  The  issue  is  non-monetary 
and,  if  it  comes  down  to  a  trade-off,  the 
sexual  orientation  clause  may  be  sacri- 
ficed for  increased  remuneration  or 
benefits. 

Both  unions  are  in  a  position  to  strike, 
but  the  general  mood  is  not  militant. 
Workers  protesting  in  front  of  the  Saint 
Clair  East  post  office  in  Toronto  say 
they  do  not  want  to  strike:  the  times  and 
the  issues  do  not  warrant  it.  Negotia- 
tions are  underway  and  a  settlement  is 
expected  to  be  reached  in  the  next  few 
weeks.  David  Henderson □ 


10  □  THE  BODY  POLITIC  □  NOVEMBER  1984 


Just  a  couple  of  old 
rival  gang  leaders 

The  censors  miss  the  point,  but 
zap  Frankie's  video  anyway 

In  an  attempt  to  crack  down  on  rock 
videos,  the  Ontario  Board  of  Censors  has 
given  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood's  video 
for  their  popular  song,  "Two  Tribes,"  an 
R  (Restricted)  rating. 

The  anti-war  video  features  Ronald 
Reagan  and  Konstantin  Chernenko  en- 
gaged in  hand-to-hand  combat.  The  cen- 
sor board,  which  has  had  jurisdiction 
over  music  videos  since  April,  felt  the 
video  deserved  the  R  rating  because  of 
"violence,"  "bloodletting"  and  "theme 
could  be  offensive."  In  the  opinion  of 
the  board,  the  theme  is  "two  old  rival 
gang  leaders  fighting  in  a  ring." 

Oddly,  the  short  version  of  the  video     , 
was  rated  R,  but  the  long  version  of  the 
same  video,  with  the  same  offending  ma- 
terial, was  rated  Adult  Accompaniment. 
The  R  rating  only  prevents  the  video  from 
being  shown  in  schools,  as  the  censor 
board  has  no  jurisdiction  over  television. 

Frankie's  other  video,  for  the  song 
"Relax,"  features  a  leather  bar  scene  and 
a  scene  with  hoses  and  seltzer  bottles  that 
could  be  mistaken  for  golden  showers. 
That  one  is  with  the  censor  board  right 
now.  Although  the  board's  rating  is  not 
yet  known,  Doug  Chappell,  president  of 
Island  Records  in  Canada,  feels  this  video 
will  also  receive  an  R  rating. 

John  Moreau  D 


CENSORSHIP 


Court  victories  as  artists,  feminists  confront  censors 


Provincial  legislation  authorizing  cen- 
sors to  seize  films  and  video  tapes  shown 
without  their  approval  has  been  ruled 
unconstitutional  by  an  Ontario  county 
court  judge. 

In  a  decision  handed  down  October 
10,  Judge  Douglas  Bernstein  held  that, 
when  officials  of  the  Ontario  Censor 
Board  seized  two  video  tapes  from  A 
Space  Gallery  in  Toronto  last  May  31, 
they  acted  under  a  section  of  the  prov- 
ince's Theatres  Act  that,  because  it  does 
not  require  a  warrant,  violates  provi- 
sions against  unreasonable  search  and 
seizure. 

The  videos,  British  productions  that 
were  part  of  an  exchange  program,  were 
taken  after  A  Space  refused  to  submit  an 
affidavit  declaring  that  they  met  com- 
munity standards.  As  might  have  been 
expected,  the  censors  chose  to  confiscate 
the  videos  playing  in  the  programme  en- 
titled "Sex  roles  and  sex  stereotyping: 
alternative  views  of  sexuality."  Framed 
Youth,  produced  by  Britain's  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Video  Project,  was  one  of  the 
videos  taken  and  deposited  in  the 
government's  vaults. 

Another  group  of  Toronto  artists  has 
founded  OFAVAS  (Ontario  Film  and 
Video  Appreciation  Society)  to  represent 
them  in  court  against  the  censors. 
OFAVAS  has  argued  that  the  law  requir- 
ing the  submission  of  films  and  videos  to 
the  censor  board  for  its  approval  before 
screening  conflicts  with  the  Charter's 
guarantee  of  freedom  of  expression.  The 
Ontario  Supreme  Court  and  the  provin- 
cial Court  of  Appeal  have  supported 
OFAVAS,  ruling  that  the  censor  board's 
operations  violate  the  Charter,  and  that 
the  board  doesn't  have  a  legal  standard 
on  which  to  base  its  decisions.  A  final 
judgment  on  the  censor  board's'consti- 


tutionality  is  not  expected  from  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Canada  until  1985. 

Lee  Waldorf  □ 

• 

"The  Ontario  Censor  Board  is  not  a 
feminist  ally,"  proclaimed  film  critic 
and  teacher  Varda  Burstyn  to  the  cheers 
of  150  demonstrators  outside  the  On- 
tario legislature  in  Toronto  September 
17.  They  were  protesting  a  five-day  In- 
ternational Meeting  of  Film  Regulators 
hosted  by  the  Ontario  Board  of  Censors 
in  Scarborough. 

Censors  have  latched  onto  the  femin- 
ist critique  of  pornography  and  have 
used  feminist  anger  to  legitimize  them- 
selves, according  to  Burstyn.  Not  only 


HEALTH 


are  they  unable  to  do  anything  about 
violence  against  women,  but  censors  are 
part  of  the  state  apparatus  that  "helps 
prop  up  a  system  that  keeps  women  in 
their  place,"  she  said.  Burstyn  and 
fellow  feminists  Mariana  Valverde  and 
Lisa  Steele  (who  is  also  of  the  newly 
formed,  100-member  Artists  Union, 
which  sponsored  the  protest)  all  con- 
demned censorship  as  a  means  of  social 
and  political  control  of  ideas  that  are  a 
threat  to  the  ruling  ideology.  They 
warned  advocates  of  social  justice  that 
they  support  the  power  of  censors  at 
their  own  peril,  because  that  power  will 
be  used  to  silence  them  first. 
Australian  chief  film  censor  Janet 


Strickland,  who  was  among  the  repres- 
entatives of  eight  Canadian  provinces 
and  1 1  other  countries  attending  the  con- 
ference, indicated  that  such  a  warning 
may  be  too  late  for  her  country.  There, 
feminists  and  church  groups  "joined 
hands...  with  barely  a  civil  libertarian 
whisper  heard,"  to  defeat  a  proposal  to 
replace  cutting  and  banning  with 
classification. 

Video,  which  unlike  film  can  be  easily 
duplicated  and  circulated,  dominated 
the  conference  discussions.  US  film 
classification  board  chairman  Richard 
Heffner  told  the  Toronto  magazine, 
NOW,  "the  censors  are  going  to  find 
themselves  going  very  far  down  the  road 
to  a  police  state.  They  are  going  to  get  in 
more  and  more  trouble  because  this 
(video)  technology  points  in  the  direc- 
tion of  diversity,  and  control  pushes  in 
the  other  direction." 

Chris  Bearchelin 


Ontario  ignores  advice,  refuses  gay  men  cheap  hepatitis  vaccine 


Gay  men  in  Toronto  can  forget  about 
buying  hepatitis  B  vaccine  at  a  reduced 
cost,  thanks  to  a  refusal  by  the  Ontario 
Ministry  of  Health  to  approve  a  subsidi- 
zation project  proposed  by  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Health. 

The  government's  decision  means  that 
one  of  the  groups  at  highest  risk  of 
hepatitis  B  infection  will  continue  to 
have  to  pay  $125  for  the  three  injections. 
Studies  have  shown  that  up  to  68  percent 
of  urban  gay  men  have  been  exposed  to 
the  often  debilitating,  sometimes  fatal, 
disease.  The  development  of  Heptavax  B 
has  been  hailed  as  a  medical  break- 
through, but  its  high  cost  on  the  open 
market  has  been  a  "significant  deter- 
rent" to  its  acceptance  by  gay  men  and 
other  risk  groups. 

When  Hassle  Free  Clinic,  a  clinic  serv- 
ing the  city's  gay  community,  learned  in 
early  1984  thafa  large  portion  of  the 


province's  supply  of  the  vaccine  re- 
mained unused  and  was  in  danger  of  ex- 
piring by  April  1985,  it  proposed  a  joint 
project  with  the  board  of  health  to  ac- 
quire enough  vaccine  at  reduced  cost  to 
immunize  600  gay  men. 

To  permit  the  release  of  the  vaccine  to 
Hassle  Free  Clinic  would  have  required 
overturning  a  ministry  decision  made  in 
late  1982  when  it  purchased  10,000  three- 
dose  vials  of  Heptavax  B  vaccine  at  a  cost 
of  $1 .25  million.  At  that  time,  the  minis- 
try earmarked  the  vaccine  for  specified 
high-risk  groups  —  provincial  health-care 
workers  in  a  variety  of  jobs  and  certain 
patients  in  provincial  institutions. 

"The  risk  to  gay  men  is  substantially 
greater  than  to  a  health-care  worker,  in- 
cluding a  blood-lab  technician,"  said  Dr 
Randy  Coates,  an  associate  professor  in 
the  department  of  preventive  medicine 
at  the  University  of  Toronto  who  has 


written  extensively  on  the  topic  of  hepa- 
titis B.  He  said  a  vaccination  programme, 
to  be  effective,  must  be  extended  to  all 
high-risk  groups  in  the  general  popula- 
tion. "Doing  it  selectively  is  not  going  to 
achieve  any  real  advance  in  solving  the 
problem,"  he  said. 

"Provincial  governments  are  not  in- 
novative in  dealing  with  these  kinds  of 
issues,"  Coates  said.  "Their  main  con- 
cern is  how  much  it's  going  to  cost."  He 
noted  that  the  Ontario  health  ministry  is 
already  trying  to  counter  expectations 
about  the  role  of  government  in  preven- 
tive medicine  by  launching  a  major  pro- 
paganda campaign  stressing  that  "health 
begins  at  home." 

Dr  Don  Briggs,  a  Toronto  doctor  with 
a  large  gay  practice,  called  the  govern- 
ment's selective  hepatitis  B  policy  a  case 
of  "being  penny  wise  and  pound 
fb'olish."  A  1977  estimate  of  the  annual 
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Bitting  ICoungc 

"Good  food...  Friendly  atmosphere" 

Join  Us 

117  Dundas  St.  E.  (Near  Church  St.),Toronto 
365-9825 


METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

OF  TORONTO 

730  Bathurst  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2R4 

(416)  536-2848 

Rev  Brent  Hawkes,  B  Sc,  B  Ed,  Pastor 
An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  for  all  people  with  a  special  ministry  to 


the  Gay  Community 


What  We  Believe 
FAITH 

Now  faith  is  the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen.... For 
whoever  would  draw  near  to  God  must  believe  that  God  exists...         HEBREWS  11:1,6 

HOPE 

. .  .a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  having  the  eyes  of  your 
hearts  enlightened,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  to  which 

God  has  called  you...         EPHESIANS  1:17-18  


LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and  kind... rejoices  in  the  right... bears  all 

things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 

things... never  ends.         1  CORINTHIANS  13:4,  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these  three;  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.         1  CORINTHIANS  13:13 

Worship  Services 

Sunday 

at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 
With  Singspiration  15  minutes  before  services 

'Wheelchair  accessibility 

*  All  services 
will  be  signed  for  the  deaf. 

Instrumental  Ensemble* 
Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

Choir* 

Sunday  at  5pm 

"Church  membership  is  not  required  for  participation  in  these  groups. 
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cost  of  hepatitis  B  infections  in  all  of 
Canada,  based  on  costs  attributed  to 
premature  deaths,  hospitalization  and 
lost  productivity,  was  $31.7  million. 

Dr  Philip  Berger,  a  doctor  who  is  wor- 
ried by  the  number  of  gay  patients  who 
should  get  the  vaccine  but  can't  afford 
it,  said,  "It's  complete  madness  not  to 
do  it  for  free."  He  added:  "It's  ironic 
that  gay  men  provided  the  vaccine  in  the 
first  place  (it  is  made  from  the  blood  of 
chronic  carriers  of  hepatitis  B,  mostly 
gay  men),  and  now  gay  men  who  need  it 
have  to  pay  to  get  it  back." 

Dr  Coates  pointed  out  the  example  of 
Denmark,  which  has  instituted  a  subsidi- 
zation programme  cutting  the  cost  of 
vaccine  by  80  percent  to  $30.  The  pro- 
gramme, coupled  with  an  aggressive 
public  information  campaign,  has 
resulted  in  a  steady  decrease  in  the 
disease  among  gay  men. 

Doug  Bonnell,  executive  assistant  to 
provincial  health  minister  Keith  Norton, 


defended  the  government's  decision  in 
terms  of  ministry  mandate.  The  ministry 
only  pays  for  "those  high-risk  groups  for 
whom  it  has  responsibility,"  Bonnell 
said.  Preventive  health  medication  for  the 
general  adult  population  is  "not  normally 
funded  by  the  ministry,"  he  said.  Excep- 
tions are  made  only  for  children's  dis- 
eases like  smallpox  and  German  measles. 

(Not  completely  accurate,  according 
to  Dr  Richard  Fralick,  associate  medical 
officer  of  health  for  the  City  of  Toronto. 
If  the  disease  is  serious  enough  to  war- 
rant it,  exceptions  are  made  for  adults  as 
well.  Free  adult  vaccinations  are  avail- 
able for  polio,  tetanus  and  diptheria.) 

"It's  completely  irresponsible  for  the 
government  to  refuse  to  extend  the  cov- 
erage to  gay  men,"  said  Robert  Trow, 
paramedic  counsellor  at  Hassle  Free 
Clinic.  "After  AIDS,  hepatitis  B  is  the 
most  serious  health  hazard  in  the  gay 
community.  I  don't  think  the  decision  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  mandate  of  the 


Test  questions 

A  nd  some  answers  in  plain 
English  about  LAV/HTLV-3 


US  and  French  researchers  have 
isolated  viruses  which  they  believe  are 
probably  the  cause  of  Acquired  Immu- 
nodeficiency Syndrome  (AIDS).  Fur- 
ther work  will  establish  whether  the 
French  LAV  and  the  US  HTLV-3  are  the 
same  virus.  An  announcement  by  US 
researchers  that  a  blood  test  for  HTLV-3 
is  on  the  horizon  has  raised  many  ques- 
tions for  those  of  us  not  familiar  with 
medical  language.  Here,  DrNeilR 
Schram,  Chair  of  the  Medical  A  dvisory 
Council  of AIDS  Project /LA  (Los 
Angeles),  answers  some  of  these  ques- 
tions in  plain  English. 

What  does  the  HTLV-3  blood  test 
mean? 

A  positive  test  apparently  means  infec- 
tion at  some  time  with  the  virus.  There 
is  no  information  yet  about  how  many 
people  who  become  infected  with  the 
virus  will  develop  AIDS.  Nor  is  it 
known  when  or  how  someone  infected 
with  the  virus  is  infectious  (can  give  the 
virus  to  someone  else)  through  sexual 
contact  or  blood  donation.  However, 
for  purposes  of  blood  donation  anyone 
with  a  positive  test  will  be  considered 
an  unsafe  blood  donor. 

Should  gay  men  have  the  blood  test? 

In  my  opinion,  if  someone  has  no  symp- 
toms, reasons  for  having  the  test  in- 
clude willingness  to  participate  in  scien- 
tific studies  and /or  a  strong  desire  to 
know.  People  with  a  positive  test  will 
have  to  live  with  the  fact  that  they 
could  develop  AIDS  at  sometime  in 
their  lives  and  they  may  be  infectious  to 
their  sexual  partners. 

I  am  concerned  that  health  officials 
will  require  reporting  of  a  positive  test. 
Since  people  with  a  positive  test  can  be 
considered  potentially  infectious  (that 
is,  we  don't  know  if  they  are  or  not), 
this  can  be  a  dangerous  piece  of  infor- 
mation for  health  officials  to  have. 

However,  apparently  this  would  not 
be  true  of  early  studies  of  the  test. 
Results  cannot  be  reported  to  anyone 
except  the  person  tested  if  there  is  a 
guarantee  of  confidentiality.  Insist  on 
that  before  participating  in  any  study. 

Will  everyone  with  a  positive  test 
develop  AIDS? 

It  is  estimated,  based  on  very  small 


numbers,  that  perhaps  25  to  30  percent 
of  gay  men  with  multiple  partners  in 
high  risk  cities  have  been  infected  with 
the  virus.  Most  of  these  men  are 
healthy  now.  How  many  will  develop 
AIDS,  how  long  it  will  take,  and  the 
reasons  why  those  that  develop  AIDS 
will,  are  extremely  important  questions 
that  will  probably  take  years  to  answer. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  percen- 
tage will  be  small. 

Are  there  other  concerns  about  the 
blood  test? 

Once  it  is  widely  available,  a  positive 
test  could  be  used  to  exclude  people 
from  certain  professions  (for  example, 
health-care  work),  could  prevent 
people  from  getting  health  or  life  insur- 
ance, and  possibly  have  other  ramifica- 
tions as  well.  Again,  I  strongly  advise 
people  not  to  be  tested  unless  confiden- 
tiality is  guaranteed  and  these  other 
potential  problems  are  addressed. 

Since  there  is  a  blood  test  for  AIDS,  is  it 
safe  for  gay  men  to  donate  blood? 

Because  no  test  (yet)  is  close  to  100  per- 
cent accurate,  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Physicians  for  Human  Rights 
(an  organization  of  gay  and  lesbian 
physicians  and  medical  students)  ad- 
vises gay  men  who  are  sexually  active, 
in  other  than  a  relationship  where  you 
and  your  partner  have  only  had  sex 
with  each  other  for  at  least  3  years,  to 
refrain  from  donating  blood  at  this 
time. 

What  about  a  vaccine  for  AIDS? 

It  is  estimated  that  a  vaccine  for 
HTLV-3  will  be  available  in  2  to  3  years. 
However,  that  almost  certainly  will  not 
help  anyone  already  infected  with  the 
virus.  Also,  unless  it  can  be  tested  on 
animals  it  will  be  difficult  to  prove  that 
the  vaccine  is  effective.  Retroviruses, 
like  HTLV-3,  tend  to  grow  only  in  one 
species,  so  it  is  possible  a  vaccine  can- 
not be  tested  on  animals. 

In  that  case,  to  prove  it  effective,  a 
group  that  gets  the  vaccine  will  have  to 
be  tested  against  a  group  that  doesn't, 
to  see  if  the  vaccine  prevents  the  dis- 
ease. A  study  like  that  will  take  years. 

Any  advice  for  gay  men? 

It  should  be  obvious  that  the  discovery 
of  HTLV-3  does  not  solve  the  AIDS 
problem.  It  will  be  with  us  for  years, 
and  we  must  continue  to  do  what  we 
are  doing  —  protecting  ourselves  (pre- 
vention) as  best  we  can,  volunteering  to 
help  people  with  AIDS  and  continuing 
to  push  for  more  funds  for  research 
and  education. □ 


Sampling  Saskatoon  hospitality 

More  than  250  people  —  about  three-quarters  of  them  women  —  took  part  on 
Thanksgiving  Weekend  in  the  7th  annual  Metamorphosis,  a  lesbian  and  gay  celebra- 
tion held  in  Saskatoon.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  weekend  was  the  Sunday  evening 
concert  featuring  Edmonton  singer  Holly  Wright,  The  Vocal  Minority,  Edmonton's 
gay  and  lesbian  choir  (above),  and  guitarist  Moon  Joyce  from  Winnipeg.  Monday's 
Thanksgiving  Feast  drew  a  long  line  of  hungry  —  but  friendly!  —  lesbians.  About  a 
third  of  the  participants  were  from  out  of  town:  most  from  Edmonton,  but  some 
from  as  far  away  as  Vancouver  to  sample  prairie  entertainment  and  Saskatoon 
hospitality.  Barb  Clay,  a  Metamorphosis  organizer,  says  she  thinks  relatively  few 
men  attended  because  of  long-weekend  out-of-town  visits  with  family  or  friends.  She 
says  organizers  want  to  keep  it  a  mixed  event,  however,  and  that  a  group  of  men 
from  Edmonton  have  volunteered  to  help  work  on  next  year's  festivities.  □ 


ministry.  It's  pure  political  cowardice." 

Trow  was  referring  to  suspicions  the 
policy  conveniently  masks  the  opinions 
of  some  ministry  officials  that  there 
should  be  no  government  medical  aid  to 
those  whose  "lifestyle"  (being  gay  and 
sexually  active)  puts  them  at  risk. 

"It's  not  part  of  ministry  policy  to 
make  those  types  of  judgments  about 
lifestyle,"  said  Bonnell.  He  said  he 
could  find  no  evidence  of  homophobia 
in  the  response  of  ministry  officials  to 
the  Hassle  Free/board  of  health  request. 
"I'm  satisfied  that  they  handled  the 
situation  correctly.  The  original  decision 
is  still  workable  and  an  exception  need 
not  be  made  in  this  case." 

The  original  decision  not  to  make  an 
exception  to  the  policy  of  excluding  the 
general  public  was  made  by  the  ministry 
in  late  1982,  but  only  after  it  had  con- 
vened an  advisory  committee  to  make 
recommendations  regarding  the  distrib- 
ution of  the  vaccine.  The  unanimous 
recommendations  of  the  committee, 
which  included  a  representative  of  the 
gay  community,  Dr  Bill  Lewis,  a  micro- 
biologist at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
were  completely  ignored  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  committee  had  recommended 
free  distribution  of  the  vaccine  to  all  high- 
risk  groups  over  a  three-year  period. 

"A  lot  of  work  went  into  the  recom- 
mendations by  experts  in  all  fields  of 
health-care  delivery,"  said  Lewis,  two 
years  later.  "Ten  percent  of  the  vaccine 
was  recommended  for  gay  men,  for  very 
sound  reasons.  All  of  the  recommenda- 
tions should  have  been  adhered  to." 

The  fears  that  the  province's  supply  of 
hepatitis  B  vaccine  will  go  to  waste  is  un- 
warranted, according  to  Bonnell.  The 
ministry  has  applied  to  federal  health 
authorities  to  have  the  vaccine  retested 
and  the  expiry  date  extended.  The 
margin  of  safety  is  usually  quite  large  in 
such  cases,  he  said,  and  it  is  probable  the 
expiry  date  can  be  extended  a  full  year 
and  a  half. 

Meanwhile,  purchase  of  the  vaccine  by 


hospitals  has  "increased  dramatically" 
since  the  province  decided  in  April  to  re- 
duce the  cost  per  vial  to  $60.  Indications 
are  that  the  supply  will  be  easily  exhaust- 
ed by  the  designated  groups  within  the  ex- 
tended safety  period.  The  government 
has  no  plans  to  order  a  second  supply  of 
the  vaccine.  Ed  Jackson  □ 


AIDS:  the  figures 

As  of  September  24,  the  Laboratory 
Centre  for  Disease  Control  in  Otta- 
wa has  recorded  a  total  of  1 17  adult 
cases  of  AIDS  in  Canada.  In  our  last 
report  ( TBP,  September)  the  total 
stood  at  105  as  of  July  26.  Of  the 
current  total  75  (64  percent)  are  gay 
or  bisexual  men,  of  whom  40  have 
died.  These  figures  break  down  by 
province  as  follows: 


Gay  or 

bisexual 

Total 

Number 

Percent 

Deaths 

Que 

50 

19 

38% 

12 

Ont 

39 

33 

87% 

18 

BC 

16 

13 

81% 

6 

Alta 

6 

6 

100% 

4 

NS 

3 

2 

67% 

0 

Sask 

1 

1 

100% 

0 

Man 

1 

0 

0% 

0 

Nfld 

1 

0 

0% 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  for  New 
Brunswick  or  Prince  Edward  Island. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by 
calling  the  following  organizations: 

Montreal  AIDS  Resource  Com- 
mittee, c/o  Montreal  Gay  Assn, 
(514)933-2395; 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto, 
(416)926-1626; 

AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)  687-2437. 

Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality, 
(403)424-8361.  KPl'l 


AIDS 

/PLS 


RESEARCH 


Why  are  some  men  more 
susceptible  to  PLS  or  AIDS  than  others? 

Researchers  from  the  University 
of  Toronto  are  trying  to  answer  this  question  by 
monitoring  the  health  of  sexual  contacts  of  men  with 
AIDS  or  PLS*  (Persistant  Lymphadenopathy 
Syndrome/swollen  lymph  glands). 

If  you  have  been  told  that  you 
have  either  AIDS  or  PLS,  or  if  you  have  had  sex  with 
anyone  who  has  AIDS  or  PLS,  then  we  need  your 
help.  If  you  know  someone  who  might  be  eligible, 
tell  them  about  us. 

Please  call  us  if  you  think  you  may 
be  eligible.  We  will  be  happy  to  talk  it  over  with  you. 
There  is  no  need  to  identify  yourself  in  order  to 
obtain  further  information  about  the  study. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
Epidemiology  Study 
(416)  595-4940 

*  PLS  has  also  been  called  ARC  (AIDS-related  complex). 


AIDS  COMMITTEE 


OF  TORONTO 


66  Wellesley  Street  East. 
Second  Floor. 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y  1G2 
(416)9261626 


THANKS ! 

To  all  those  who  had  a  hand 

in  making  the  Barn's  AIDS 

fundraising  benefit  a 

smashing  success. 


Jamie  and  all  The  Barn  staff  *  Sisters  of  Perpetual 

Indulgence  *  Spearhead  *  Dart  Travel  *  Leathercraft 

*  Altitude  Baking  and  Catering  *  Al  *  Together  * 

Hitching  Post  *  Les  Cavaliers  *  Fare  Exchange  * 

Katrina's  *  Lipstick  *  The  Frame  Up  *  Church  Street 

Cafe  *  Cafe  New  Orleans  *  Chaps  *  Jeff  Cowling  * 

Kingsway  Theatre  *  Barracks  *  Flowers  by 
Jean-Louis  *  and  all  the  AIDS  Committee  volunteers. 

registered  charitable  org  number  066172  11  13 
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TORONTO? 

Then  The  Body  Politic 

is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  for  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 

hot  off  the  press. 


DOWNTOWN 

Edwards  Books  &  Art.  421  Bloor  E 
W  H  Smith.  Hudson's  Bay  Centre. 

Bloor  &  Yonge 
Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Books  &  Chocolates.  584  Parliament 

Parliament  Smoke  &  Gift.  609  Parliament 

Chaps.  9  Isabella 

Hitch-n-Post.  529  Yonge 

Records  on  Wheels.  621  Yonge 

Longhouse  Book  Shop.  630  Yonge 

Book  City,  663  Yonge 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

Min-A-Mart,  557  Church  St 

Toolbox,  18  Eastern 

Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity 

Topper  Books.  289  Yonge 

Mottel  Book  Shop.  329  Yonge 

Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Time  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Club  Baths.  231  Mutual 

This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

110  Queen E 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star  Building, 

Yonge &  Queen's  Quay 

World's  Biggest  Bookstore 

20  Edward  St 

Roman  II  Health  &  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay 

Uchtman's  News  &  Books,  The  Atrium.  595  Bay  | 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books.  34  Adelaide  W 

Classic  Bookshop.  Royal  Bank  Plaza.  200  Bay 

W  H  Smith.  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

lovecrafl,  63  Yorkville 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

University  Bookroom.  63A  St  George 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room.  333  Bloor  W 

Book  City.  501  Bloor  W 

Textbook  Store.  U  of  T  Campus 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room.  180  Bloor  W 

A  S  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop.  273  College 

All  Booked  Up,  Village-by-the-Grange, 

105  McCaul 

Pages  Book  Stores,  256  Queen  W 

Edwards  Books  &  Art.  356  Queen  W 

Barracks.  56  Widmer 

EAST  TORONTO 

Beaches  Book  Shop,  2199  Queen  E 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Booksmith.  2012B  Queen  E 

Garfield.  Gerrard  Square. 

Gerrard  &  Pape 

NORTH  TORONTO 

Nu-Claire  s  Cigar  Store.  1636  Bayview 

Bookworks.  2409  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook.  2481  Yonge 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books.  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar.  1560  Yonge 

McPherson  Discount  Variety.  214  Macpherson 

WEST  TORONTO 

Bloor  Discount  Variety.  610  Bloor  W 

EAST  YORK 

Thorncliffe  News  Stand.  45  Overlea 

NORTH  YORK 

York  University  Bookroom. 
Keele  &  Steeles  campus 

MISSISSAUGA 

Insight  Books.  Sheridan  Mall 
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CHRIS  BEARCHELL 


A  cold  shoulder  for  a  hot  issue 


It's  been  a  long  hot  summer.  And  for 
women  and  men  who  sell  sexual  services 
on  the  streets  of  Canadian  cities,  there's 
no  sign  that  fall  will  mean  it's  cooling 
down. 

As  the  three  main  political  parties  and 
their  many  minor  challengers  tried  to  sell 
their  supposed  solutions  to  this  country's 
socio-economic  crisis  during  the  election 
campaign,  police  in  several  cities  were 
busy  implementing  a  few  solutions  of 
their  own.  By  whipping  up  residents'  con- 
cerns about  the  nuisance  aspects  of  street 
soliciting,  they've  conducted  a  campaign 
to  increase  their  own  power  through  the 
criminalization  of  street  soliciting. 

State  plans  to  interfere  with  how  any- 
one, particularly  women,  use  their  bod- 
ies should  be  cause  for  alarm  to  any  fem- 
inist worthy  of  the  name.  Why,  then, 
when  the  National  Action  Committee  on 
the  Status  of  Women  (NAC)  had  all  three 
party  leaders  —  and  much  of  the  na- 
tion's TV-watching  public  —  in  its  hands 
for  a  televised  debate  on  women's  issues, 
did  it  decide  to  overlook  the  anti-sex, 
anti-woman  moral  crusade  against 
prostitution? 

NAC  president  Chaviva  Hosek  said 
their  questions  to  the  leaders  during  the 
August  1 5  debate  were  designed  to  focus 
on  issues  "that  were  impending  rather 
than  on  issues  where  a  lot  of  education 
was  needed,"  that  they  "wanted  to  get  at 
the  hotter  issues  and  knew  that  the  justice 
bill  would  not  be  coming  up  soon." 

NAC  wasn't  surprised  at  the  September 
election  results  any  more  than  anyone 
else.  Nor  will  it  be  able  to  claim  surprise 
at  what  the  new  Tory  justice  minister, 
John  Crosbie,  no  doubt  has  in  store  for 
hookers. 

This  sample  from  a  total  of  24  head- 
lines, over  a  16-day  period  after  the  elec- 
tion in  three  Toronto  dailies,  reads  like  a 
handbook  for  a  police  crack-down  that 
includes  everything  from  re-routing  traf- 
fice  to  gunfire  on  Yonge  Street:  "Road 
maze  used  to  fight  prostitution."  "Hook- 
er demands  redlight  rights."  "A-Gs  to  get 


Crosbie  view  of  soliciting."  "Sisters  12, 
14  found  working  as  prostitutes."  "A 
busy  night  on  the  track  —  life  in  a  meat 
market."  "Cops  predict  violence  as  the 
number  of  hookers  increases."  "Provin- 
ces alarmed  —  'let's  get  tough  on  hook- 
ers.' "  "Complaints  by  residents  spark 
police  crack-down  on  prostitutes." 
"Teen's  pimp  hit  by  cop's  bullet." 

Buried  in  the  middle  of  this  press  hys- 
teria was  an  article  headlined  "400 
women  march  for  safe  streets."  Unlike 
the  National  Action  Committee,  the 
Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre  (TRCC) 
knows  a  hot  issue  when  it  sees  one  and  is 
not  about  to  shirk  responsibility  for  edu- 
cation around  an  issue  just  because  it 
might  not  be  politically  expedient.  The 
TRCC  devoted  much  of  its  time  during 
and  since  the  election  campaign  to  or- 
ganizing their  annual  "Take  back  the 
night"  march  through  the  "track"  to 
demand  the  decriminalization  of  prosti- 
tution as  well  as  an  end  to  violence 
against  hookers. 

The  600  or  more  women  who  marched 
against  violence  September  21,  and  the 
dozens  of  working  girls  who  cheered 
them  on  made  an  impressive  show  of 
strength.  However,  in  trying  to  publicize 
the  event  through  the  mainstream  press, 
according  to  Centre  spokeswoman  Stacy 
Michener,  the  march  organizers  sensed 
resistance:  "When  they  discovered  it 
wasn't  an  anti-hooker  march,  media  in- 
terest seemed  to  wane." 

To  the  Toronto  police,  the  Tory  land- 
slide clearly  means  the  war  against  hook- 
ers is  on  —  with  or  without  new  laws.  If 
nothing  else,  it  shows  what  they  could 
have  been  doing,  all  along,  to  curb  soli- 
citing-related  street  nuisances.  For  the 
two  weeks  that  the  media  were  busy 
churning  out  inflamatory  stories,  Metro 
police  were  busy  setting  a  29-member 
task  force  to  work,  undercover,  identify- 
ing 329  women  (contacting  795  others) 
and  1 14  men  (contacting  162  others) 
who  work  as  prostitutes  (and  identifying 
36  men  as  pimps). 


The  task  force  reports  to  Staff  Supt 
Frank  Barbetta,  who  responded  to  a 
Toronto  Sun  query  about  the  project: 
"Harassment?  Let's  just  call  it  persistent 
police  presence." 

Barbetta's  crusade  does  not  stop  at 
prostitutes  who  work  the  streets.  Not  on- 
ly do  cops  need  tougher  laws,  he  says,  but 
judges  should  be  handing  out  stiff er 
sentences;  he  cited  light  sentences  to  first 
offenders  convicted  in  bawdyhouse  busts 
as  an  example  of  the  problem.  The  Tor- 
onto Star  reports  that,  in  addition  to 
charging  would-be  Johns  with  506  seat- 
belt,  impaired-driving  and  other  traffic 
violations,  and  laying  45  criminal  charges 
of  gross  indecency  and  counselling  to 
commit  an  indecent  act  (which  they  freely 
admit  are  difficult  to  get  convictions  on), 
the  task  force  has  chalked  up  about  40 
charges  involving  public  morals.  Accord- 
ing to  its  coordinator,  Staff  Sgt  Joe 
Wolfe,  information  gathered  by  the  unit 
enabled  the  morality  bureau  to  raid  a 
house  and  lay  24  found-in  charges;  the 
bureau  expects  to  pick  up  30  more 
women,  he  says. 

It's  interesting  how,  once  the  full 
weight  of  the  law  is  being  thrown  around, 
the  press  forgets  its  grave  concern  for 
12-year-old  runaways  (and  its  campaign 
to  return  them  to  whatever  environment 
drove  them  to  prostitution  in  the  first 
place)  in  favour  of  playing  spectators  to 
police  heroics.  And  it's  sad  how  little  ef- 
fect the  efforts  of  the  rape  crisis  centre 
seem  to  have  when  their  cause  is  less 
popular  than  usual. 

But  it's  infuriating  how  a  relatively 
powerful,  cross-country  organization  like 
the  National  Action  Committee  on  the 
Status  of  Women  can  get  away  with  ig- 
noring those  women  who  face  some  of 
society's  harshest  condemnation  and 
whose  rights  are  under  a  direct  assault  by 
the  state,  in  favour  of  playing  power- 
broker  with  the  boys  on  Parliament  Hill. 
It's  time  they  re-established  connections 
with  women  at  the  grassroots  who  are 
working  on  today's  survival  issues.  □ 


Pedalphiles 


Two  dozen  cyclists  pedalled  a  10  km 
course  around  Toronto  Islands  —  many 
of  them  several  times  —  September  16  to 
raise  money  for  the  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario.  Over  a  hundred  spon- 
sors pledged  more  than  $2,000  to  the 
Third  A  nnual  CGRO  Bike- A  -  Thon  ac- 
cording to  spokesperson  Tom  Warner. 
Among  the  sponsoring  organizations 
were  Guelph  Gay  Equality  and  the 
Queen 's  Homophile  Association  (Kings- 
ton, Ont).  The  provincial  coalition  still 
faces  an  $8, 000  deficit  this  year  and  has 
had  to  lay  off  its  only  employee,  office 
manager  Christine  Donald.  □ 


TORONTO  BEAT 


Community  council 
put  on  hold  till  1985 

At  a  poorly  attended  meeting  September 
26,  the  Toronto  Gay  Community  Coun- 
cil (TGCC)  voted  to  suspend  its  opera- 
tions until  April  1985. 

A  committee  of  four  people  has 
agreed  to  arrange  a  meeting  tentatively 
scheduled  for  April  24,  1985  to  re- 
evaluate the  role  of  the  council  in  the  gay 
community. 

The  eleven  people  present  voted  "no" 
to  a  motion  that  the  TGCC  disband  per- 
manently and  donate  its  remaining 
funds  to  the  Gay  Community  Appeal. 
They  felt  that  it  would  be  useful  for  at 
least  the  framework  of  the  council  to 
stay  in  place.  After  an  explanatory  letter 
is  sent  out  to  member  groups,  outlining 


the  present  status  of  the  council,  the  re- 
maining money  will  be  loaned  to  the 
committee  that  is  preparing  for  the 
Gay /Lesbian  History  Conference  in 
conjunction  with  the  International  Gay 
Association  meeting  in  Toronto  in  July 
1985.  Gillian  RodgersonD 

Youth  group  revamps, 
plans  back  on  track 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto  is  alive 
and  well  and  gaining  momentum.  The 
group  stumbled  last  February  with  the 
theft  of  $2,000  from  their  treasury.  The 
loss  forced  them  to  close  their  phone  line 
and  their  office  at  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church. 

Co-ordinator  Tammy  Dopson  was 
elected  soon  after  the  discovery  of  the 
theft.  She  and  her  group  took  immediate 
precautions  against  another  such  theft  by 
changing  the  way  their  money  is  handled. 

"The  whole  situation  was  demorali- 
zing —  we're  just  now  beginning  to  get 
our  confidence  back,"  says  Dopson. 

The  group's  latest  fundraising  event 
was  a  dance  co-sponsored  with  the  Les- 
bian Mothers  Defence  Fund.  To  help 
out,  the  LMDF  decided  to  give  all  the 
proceeds  to  LGYT,  rather  than  splitting 
the  money  as  originally  planned.  This 
money,  added  to  the  money  collected  at 
weekly  meetings,  will  pay  off  a  debt  to 
the  MCC  and  finance  the  reopening  of 
the  phone  line  in  November. 

"Hopefully,  we  will  be  able  to  find 
and  afford  an  office  early  next  year," 
says  Dopson.  "We  feel  in  our  hearts  that 
we  can  really  go  forward.  We're  all  very 
committed  to  the  group." 

Michael  Tot/ki- 


VANCOUVER  YOUR  HOME? 


Then  you  can  pick  up  The  Body  Politic  at  one  of  these  convenient  stores. 

Octopus  Books,  1146  Commercial 

Denman  Market,  940  Denman 

Book  Warehouse,  632  W  Broadway 

Ricardo's  Market,  991  Denman 

Universal  Newsstand,  132  E  Hastings 

Chris  Grocery,  1063  Denman 

Reading  Centre.  621  W  Pender 

Denman  Grocery,  1080  Denman 

Manhattan  Books,  1081  Robson 

English  Bay  Book  Co.  102- 1 184  Denman 

European  News,  1136  Robson 

VIP  News,  2440  Granville  St 

Little  Sisters  Books,  1221  Thurlow 

MayfairNews,  1515  W  Broadway 

Daily  Foods,  1212  Robson 

Octopus  Books.  2250  W  4th  Ave 

Robson  Supermarket,  1204  Robson 

Ariel  Books,  2766  W4th  Ave 

Waydel  Enterprise,  1 139  Davie 

Sangs,  731  Davie 

Discovery  Books,  1206  Davie 

Vancouver  Block,  742  Granville  St 

BC  Supermarket,  1518  Robson 

Castle  Tobacco,  750  Granville 

Sunset  Books,  1795  Robson 

Jack  &  Jill  Superette.  3026  Mountain  Hwy 

JOIN  THE  TEAM 


At  The  Body  Politic. 


We  have  an  opening  on  our  paid  staff  for  a  creative  and  energetic 
man  or  woman  to  supervise  display  ad  sales. 

We're  looking  for  a  person  with  ad  sales  experience,  but  we're 
also  willing  to  train.  You  should  have  strong  communication  skills 
and  enjoy  talking  to  people,  both  in  person  and  on  the  phone.  You 
should  be  a  responsible  self-starter  and  able  to  organize  systems 
and  files,  to  coordinate  the  work  of  other  people  and  to  function 
well  under  the  pressure  of  deadlines.  It  would  be  an  asset  if  you 
were  familiar  with  the  basics  of  graphic  design  and  production. 
Typing  and  computer  skills  are  a  must. 

You'll  be  working  on  an  equal  footing  with  a  team  of  paid  and 
unpaid  staff.  It's  important  that  you  be  in  general  agreement  with 
the  principles  of  collective  operation  and  the  political  goals  of  The 
Body  Politic.  It  would  help  if  you  had  some  familiarity  with  the 
evolution  of  the  gay /lesbian  press  in  North  America  and 
understood  how  the  "gay  market"  has  been  developed. 

The  salary's  not  extravagant,  but  the  position  is  challenging  and 
you'll  be  working  with  interesting  people  in  a  casual,  open 
environment. 

If  you  think  you'd  like  to  join  the  team,  write  with  resume  no 
later  than  Tuesday,  November  6  to:  Advertising  Position,  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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Jennie's  Restaurant 


Bring  your  tricks 

for  treats 

on 

Hallowe'en  night 

Wednesday,  October  3 

Please  come  in  costume 

Best  dressed  wins  prizes 
(Costumes  judged  at  8pm  and  at  I  Opm) 


Hours 

Lunch: 

Mon-Fri 

12-3pm 

Dinner: 

Mon-Thur 

5:30-10:30pm 

Fri-Sat 

5:30-1 1pm 

(dessert  &  cocktails  after  11) 

Sunday  Brunch: 

12-4pm 

V    V 


S*=4I 


o4 


JAPPY 


>'     c 


,c  -^ 


1         ~ 


(or 


an  and  Jennie  w0uW  we  w 

y--°^U1:ToTo-c-on,ersandfnends 

this  invitation  to  a  our 

i     ^styovVcoc^s  and  canapes. 
(ourth  Anniversary      ^ 

f   P.aV.Jennie'sBestaorant       ^(j) 

36°,0lJpesday  October  24 
Date:  Wednesday, ^  ( 

5-30-730pm 
Oress:H  you  wish 


RSVP  861-1461 

0         7° 


360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto 
Fully  licensed 
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861-1461 
Weekend  entertainment 


SO'S  YOUR  GRANDMOTHER 

JANE  RULE 


The  question  of  children 


It  is  fashionable  in  some  circles  to  speak 
of  children  as  the  blight  of  the  heterosex- 
ual world,  burdening  those  of  more  en- 
lightened sexuality  with  noise  pollution, 
road  hazards  and  school  taxes.  One  of 
the  "benefits"  of  a  gay  retirement  home 
is  that  one  wouldn't  have  to  sit  in  a  rock- 
ing chair  next  to  someone  with  a  wallet 
full  of  pictures  of  grandchildren.  Having 
visited  several  retirement  compounds  on 
the  southern  desert,  I've  noticed  that 
even  heterosexuals  in  no  small  numbers 
want  to  escape  the  sound,  sight  and  cost 
of  children. 

Barbara  Frum  said  to  me  defensively, 
"I  suppose  you  think  having  children  is 
an  ego  trip."  Quite  the  opposite.  Now 
that  children  are  not  needed  as  unpaid 
farm  workers  and  cannot  be  sent  out  at 
six  or  seven  to  work  in  factories  and 
mines,  now  that  birth  control  gives 
people  some  choice,  children  are  neither 
necessary  nor  inevitable.  They  are, 
instead,  a  luxury  which  some  can  ill 
afford  and  others  simply  don't  want. 
Abortion  is  more  often  the  answer  to 
those  women  who  try  the  pregnancy 
route  to  marriage. 

Yet,  as  a  gay  life  style  becomes  in- 
creasingly an  open  option  for  people, 
those  who  at  first  conformed  to  hetero- 
sexual expectations  bring  children  with 
them  into  their  new  lives.  And  custody 
cases  are  being  won  now  by  gay  parents 
who  insist  that  their  obligation  to,  and 
love  for,  their  children  is  in  no  way 
altered  by  their  claiming  of  their  own 
sexuality. 

Some  lesbians  are  arranging  pregnan- 
cy by  otherwise  uninterested  men  or  by 
sperm  banks.  I  have  talked  with  men 
who  would  like  to  adopt  children. 

I  suspect  a  disproportionate  number 
of  us  work  with  children  as  educators, 
social  workers,  nurses  and  doctors.  And 
many  of  us  who  don't  have  children  par- 
ticipate in  the  raising  of  our  nieces  and 
nephews  and  our  friends'  children.  A 
friend  of  ours  with  a  six-week-old  baby 
phoned  at  midnight  and  said,  "You  like 
this  kid,  don't  you?"  We  agreed  that  we 
did.  "Well  then,  come  and  get  him  be- 
fore we  kill  him." 

The  difficulty  of  combatting  the  no- 
tion that  all  of  us  dislike  children  is  the 
conflicting  but  even  more  deeply  held 
conviction  that  we  seduce  children.  Most 
of  us  who  have  or  who  work  with  chil- 
dren feel  we  have  to  stay  in  the  closet  in 
order  to  be  allowed  to  continue  to  care 
for  them. 

Yet,  as  in  every  other  area  where  we 
are  working  for  our  rights,  only  visibility 
will  bring  about  change.  The  twenty  or 
so  children  who  use  our  pool  every  after- 
noon will  have  a  harder  time  growing  up 
fearful  and  bigoted  about  lesbians,  and 
their  parents  are  being  educated  at  the 
same  time.  When  a  couple  of  the  little 
girls  announced  that  when  they  grew  up 
they  were  going  to  live  together  like 
Helen  and  me,  there  was  no  parental 
outcry. 

Before  we  settle  for  being  the  smug 
answer  to  the  population  explosion,  let 
us  acknowledge  that  we  have  parents 
among  us,  that  many  of  us  have  a  sensi- 
bility which  makes  us  particularly  good 
with  children,  being  less  apt  to  make 
rigid  role  requirements,  more  sensitive  to 


their  bewilderments  and  need  for  reas- 
surance, able  to  establish  relationships 
with  them  that  don't  have  to  be  rebelled 
against  because  we  know,  at  first  hand, 
the  value  of  accepting  difference  and  are 
not  allowed  to  forget  it. 

The  only  love  in  which  possessiveness 
is  generally  frowned  on  is  that  of  adults 


"Before  we  settle  for 
being  the  smug  answer 
to  the  population 
explosion,  let  us 
acknowledge  that  we 
have  parents  among  us, 
that  many  of  us  have  a 
sensibility  that  makes  us 
particularly  good  with 
children,  able  to 
establish  relationships 
with  them  that  don't 
have  to  be  rebelled 
against  because  we 
know,  at  first  hand,  the 
value  of  accepting 
difference  and 
we  are  not  allowed  to 
forget  it." 


for  children.  We  learn  to  take  responsi- 
bility for  their  safety,  well  being  and 
education  whether  they  are  ours  or  not, 
even  without  knowing  them.  Far  from 
being  an  experience  to  avoid,  it  is  the 
model  for  the  concern  we  might  feel  for 
adults  as  well. 

I  don't  mind  looking  at  pictures  of 
other  people's  grandchildren,  but  I  hope 
where  I  am  I'll  see  the  kids 
themselves.  □ 
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THE  WORLD 

Money,  '  'moral  decadence ' '  and  Miss  A  merica  hauled  out  to  slam  Democrats 

Republicans  target  gay  issue 


Right-wing  supporters  of  the  Re- 
publican Party  did  their  best  dur- 
ing this  year's  American  elections 
to  ensure  that  voters  equated  gay 
rights  with  the  Democrats.  The 
issue  came  to  the  fore  in  several  close 
races  for  US  Congress  and  was  used  in 
national  direct-mail  campaigns. 

According  to  the  Village  Voice,  North 
Carolina  Senator  Jesse  Helms's  re-elec- 
tion bid  included  the  use  of  billboards 
asking  his  opponent  about  campaign 
contributions:  "Jim  Hunt,  did  you  or  did 
you  not  accept  $79,000  of  gay  money?" 

In  Pennsylvania,  former  National 
Organization  for  Women  vice-president 
Jane  Wells  Schooley  ran  for  Congress 
against  an  opponent  who  claimed  gay 
rights  are  "the  number  one  priority  of 
NOW,"  followed  by  abortion. 

A  television  ad  campaign  in  the  South 
and  Midwest  featured  Cheryl  Prewitt, 
Miss  America  1980,  in  an  attack  on  Dem- 
ocratic Vice-Presidential  candidate  Geral- 
dine  Ferraro.  Prewitt  intoned,  "As  a 
Christian  woman,  I  cannot  support  a  can- 
didate who  opposes  prayer  in  schools, 
votes  for  abortion,  and  supports  gay 
rights.  I  don't  want  my  children  taught 
that  'gay  is  okay.'  "  The  TV  spots,  spon- 
sored by  the  Christian  Voice  Moral  Gov- 
ernment Fund,  cost  $250,000. 

In  Texas,  Republican  Phil  Gramm 
sponsored  radio  commercials  claiming  his 
opponent  for  a  Senate  seat,  Democrat 
Lloyd  Doggett,  wanted  "special  interest 
legislation  giving  special  status  to  homo- 
sexuals." Gramm  also  caused  Doggett 
some  embarrassment  when  he  revealed 
that  the  Democrat  accepted  a  donation 
from  the  Alamo  Human  Rights  Commit- 
tee, a  gay  group  that  had  raised  the 
money  by  holding  a  male  strip  show. 
Doggett  returned  the  money  but  insisted 
he  would  continue  to  accept  "legitimate" 
contributions  from  gay  organizations. 

The  Texas  Republican  Convention 
adopted  a  resolution  that  read,  in  part, 
"the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  an  ab- 
omination before  God  and  a  perversion 
of  the  natural  law  and  is  indicative  of  a 
society's  moral  decadence,  and  leads  to 
the  spread  of  infectious  diseases." 

Richard  Viguerie,  the  direct  mailman 
of  the  New  Right,  said  he  would  send 
out  50  million  letters  before  the  end  of 
the  campaign.  "We'll  hit  two  issues,"  he 
said.  "Democrats  courting  of  the  gay 
vote  and  liberals  being  soft  on 
Communism." 

Conservative  California  Senator  Bill 
Richards,  who  led  the  successful  Fight 
against  his  state's  anti-discrimination 
legislation,  was  so  impressed  by  the  num- 
ber of  anti-gay  letters  and  phone  calls  he 
received  that  he's  considering  a  change 
from  being  a  gun  activist  to  building  an 
organization  attacking  gay  people. 

Ronald  Reagan  made  his  views  on  anti- 
discrimination laws  known  in  comments 
which  appeared  in  the  Biblical  News  Ser- 
vice's "Presidential  Biblical  Score- 
board." He  said  Americans  regard 
"marital  love  as  a  sacred  expression  of 
the  bond  between  a  man  and  a  woman" 
and  his  administration  will  "resist  the  ef- 
forts of  some  to  obtain  government  en- 
dorsement of  homosexuality."  Early  in 
June,  Reagan  said  he  was  "opposed  to 
discrimination,  period,"  but  Vice-Presi- 
dent George  Bush  squashed  hope  that 


More  than  a  thousand  people  took  part  in  the  International  March  on  the  United 
Nations  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom,  which  occured  on  September  30.  The 
demonstration  was  led  by  a  group  from  Quebec,  and  participants  came  from  the  US, 
Canada,  the  Netherlands,  Argentina  and  Mexico.  "It  is  significant  since  it's  the  first 
time  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  come  together  to  demand  their  rights  before  the 
UN,  "said  Canadian  participant  Gary  Kinsman.  The  march  was  part  of  the  US  con- 
tribution to  the  International  Gay  Association's  Year  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Action. 


this  statement  might  imply  support  for 
federal  gay  rights  legislation,  now  before 
Congress,  by  indicating  the  administra- 
tion was  opposed  to  the  measure. 

A  recent  "Moral  Majority  Report" 
reminded  people  that  the  Democratic 
Party  chose  San  Francisco  for  its  July 
convention  and  claimed  that  "beneath  its' 
modern  skyline  and  natural  beauty,  San 
Francisco  is  sick."  The  report  claimed 
that  55  percent  of  the  city's  gay  popula- 
tion has  shown  symptoms  of  AIDS.  It 
went  on  to  say  that  the  Democratic  Party 
has  a  "total  inability  to  make  moral 
distinctions.  "□ 

Lesbians  charged  for 
not  being  well-hidden 

MADISON,  WISCONSIN  —Two  lesbi- 
ans accused  of  having  sex  in  a  city  park 
have  been  charged  under  a  new  statute 
barring  "acts  of  sexual  gratification  in 
public." 

All  private,  non-commercial  sex  be- 
tween consenting  adults  was  decriminal- 
ized in  Wisconsin  last  year,  but  there  are 
still  penalties  for  public  sex.  A  married 
heterosexual  couple  were  arrested  for  a 
similar  activity  but,  according  to  Assis- 
tant District  Attorney  Steve  Bablitch, 
they  were  not  charged  because  "they  did 
not  believe  that  anyone  was  around." 

Both  incidents  occurred  during  day- 
time, but  the  lesbians  were  allegedly  not 
as  well-hidden  as  the  straight  couple. 
Each  arrest,  however,  was  instigated  by 
public  complaints.  □ 

Swedish  commission 
battles  homophobia 

STOCKHOLM  —  After  six  years  of 
study  and  deliberation,  a  Swedish  parlia- 
mentary commission  charged  with  inves- 
tigating the  situation  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  that  country  has  recommended 
sweeping  legal,  cultural  and  educational 


policy  changes  to  wipe  out  discrimination 
and  homophobia. 

The  commission  presented  its  final  re- 
port August  16.  The  parliamentarians' 
surveys  of  attitudes  and  experiences  of 
both  gay  and  straight  people  in  Sweden 
showed  that  most  Swedish  gay  people  are 
forced  to  live  in  the  closet,  fearing  social, 
job  or  family  discrimination.  In  response, 
they  recommended  legislative  reform 
which  would  put  gay  couples  on  an  equal 
legal  footing  with  their  heterosexual 
counterparts,  and  anti-discrimination 
protection  equal  to  that  of  other  vulnera- 
ble minority  groups.  It  was  also  recom- 
mended that  the  government  establish  a 
specific  provision  in  immigration  laws 
providing  for  the  right  to  asylum  for  gay 
people  facing  persecution  in  their  home 
countries  as  a  result  of  their  sexual 
orientation. 

As  well  as  legislative  reform,  the  com- 
mission recommended  initiatives  in  edu- 
cational and  cultural  policy  aimed  at 
achieving  "a  situation  where  everyday 
relations  between  homo-  and  heterosexu- 
als" are  characterized  by  "openness  — 
in  which  heterosexuals  view  homosexuals 
as  homosexuals,  and  the  latter  do  not 


conceal  this  fact,"  and  "a  knowledge  of 
somebody's  sexuality  does  not  influence 
the  way  in  which  homosexuals  are 
judged." 

To  achieve  these  goals,  the  commission 
said,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  govern- 
ment to  produce  new  educational  materi- 
als, monitor  teaching  programmes,  sup- 
port the  activities  of  gay  organizations 
and  direct  the  Swedish  Broadcasting  Cor- 
poration and  its  subsidiary  companies  to 
increase  the  number  of  programmes  with 
homosexual  content.  □ 

Health  official  closes 
baths  and  sex  clubs 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Dr  Mervyn  Silver- 
man, this  city's  public  health  director, 
closed  14  bathhouses,  sex  clubs  and  glory- 
hole  bookstores  October  9. 

Almost  immediately,  six  of  the  14  es- 
tablishments announced  they  would  defy 
the  order,  opting  to  fight  it  out  in  court. 

Another  16  bathhouses  were  spared 
from  the  order  because  they  do  not  have 
orgy  rooms  or  glory  holes. 

Silverman  had  been  under  pressure,  for 
18  months  prior  to  his  announcement,  to 
close  baths,  ostensibly  to  slow  down  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  Among  those  pushing 
him  were  the  mayor,  Diane  Feinstein,  and 
Roger  Boas,  the  chief  city  administrative 
officer  and  Silverman's  boss. 

In  announcing  the  padlock  order,  Sil- 
verman said:  "Make  no  mistake.  These 
14  establishments  are  not  fostering  gay 
liberation.  They  are  fostering  disease  and 
death." 

Most  gay  community  leaders,  however, 
have  opposed  the  move  ever  since  last 
April  when  Silverman  first  announced  his 
intentions  to  shut  the  establishments. 
Those  gay  leaders  insist  that  the  problem 
isn't  where  gay  men  have  sex  but  par- 
ticular sex  acts  that  are  deemed  to  present 
a  higher  risk  of  contracting  AIDS.  They 
said  closing  the  baths  would  only  shift  ac- 
tivity to  parks  and  washrooms,  making  it 
harder  to  reach  gay  men  with  information 
about  safer  sex  practices. 

In  New  York,  imminent  availability  of 
a  blood  test  for  the  suspected  AIDS  virus 
(LAV/HTLV-3)  and  the  announcement 
that  200,000  people  will  be  asked  to  don- 
ate blood  for  AIDS  research  have  inten- 
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sified  debate  about  confidentiality  and 
about  interpreting  results  of  the  test. 

The  New  York  Native's  October  8  issue 
featured  the  banner  headline,  "Don't 
Take  the  Test."  Dr  Stephen  Caiazza,  of 
New  York  Physicians  for  Human  Rights, 
argued  the  test  for  antibodies  to  the  virus 
is  uninterpretable  and  has  no  clinical 
usefulness. 

"While  a  positive  test  may  indicate 
AIDS,  most  positive  tests  will  not.... 
This  means  that  vast  numbers  of  other- 
wise healthy  gay  men  having  a  positive 
test  will  go  through  months  and  years  of 
the  worst  anxiety,  fear  and  worry,  con- 
vinced that  they  are  incubating  a  dreadful 
and  potentially  lethal  disease." 

AIDS  is  a  reportable  disease  and  incon- 
clusive test  results  may  affect  the  jobs,  in- 
surance, housing  and  career  advances  of 
perfectly  healthy  people. 

In  Washington,  the  head  of  the  US 
Public  Health  Service  denied  speculation 
that  AIDS  is  transmitted  through  saliva. 

"Although  we  have  been  able  to  isolate 
the  virus  from  the  saliva  of  people  with 
pre-AIDS  condition  and  others  at  risk  of 
contracting  AIDS,"  said  Dr  Edward 
Brant,  "all  evidence  indicates  AIDS  is 
transmitted  only  through  blood,  blood 
products  and  semen." 

As  of  October  10,  there  were  a  total  of 
6,350  AIDS  cases  reported  in  the  US,  73 
percent  of  whom  were  gay  men.  □ 

Australian  gathering 
draws  official  attack 

BRISBANE  —  Australia's  Tenth  Nation- 
al Conference  of  Lesbians  and  Homosex- 
ual Men,  held  at  the  University  of 
Queensland  August  31  to  September  2, 
prompted  vicious  attacks  on  the  gay  com- 
munity by  Queensland  State  Premier  Sir 
Joh  Bjelke  Petersen,  forcing  the  cancella- 
tion of  planned  workshops  on  pedophilia. 

The  premier  described  gay  people  as 
"insulting,  evil  animals,"  and  said  they 
should  stay  in  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria where  they  came  from.  The  Queens- 
land minister  for  police  told  the  state 
parliament  that  his  forces  would  "keep  a 
close  eye"  on  conference  participants, 
especially  "those  attending  the  pedophile 
workshops." 

The  police  missed  their  chance,  how- 
ever, when  the  University  Senate  deliv- 
ered a  last-minute  ultimatum  to  the  con- 
ference organizers:  cancel  the  workshops 
or  forfeit  use  of  the  campus,  under  threat 
of  trespass  and  conspiracy  to  corrupt 
public  morals  charges.  A  meeting  of  300 
conference  delegates  voted  to  replace  the 
controversial  workshops  with  discussions 
on  free  speech.  At  a  press  conference 
where  many  delegates  appeared  with  their 
mouths  taped  shut,  a  spokesperson  point- 
ed out  that  no  other  group  is  forbidden  to 
discuss  such  issues,  and  that  the  anti-gay 
Festival  of  Light  regularly  discusses  pedo- 
philia on  university  campuses. 

To  the  displeasure  of  the  Queensland 
.government,  the  conference  went  on  to 
express  solidarity  with  organizations  re- 
sisting US  intervention  in  Central  Amer- 
ica and  to  condemn  the  growth  of  racist 
groups  in  Australia.  (Queensland  itself, 
the  most  conservative  state  in  Australia, 
is  sometimes  known  as  "the  deep  north.") 
Participants  decided  on  a  national  publi- 
city campaign  to  oppose  racism  in  gay 
gathering  places.  Mounting  instances  of 
film,  art,  magazine  and  book  censorship 
were  condemned,  and  delegates  consoli- 
dated plans  for  a  nationwide  campaign  to 
win  recognition  for  lesbian  and  gay-male 
relationships  in  immigration  laws. 

Two  days  later,  September  5,  Queens- 
land's education  minister  announced  his 
intention  to  fire  all  state  school  teachers 


who  publicly  declare  their  homosexuality. 
He  immediately  met  resistance  from  the 
Queensland  Teachers  Union. 

"There  is  a  potential  dispute  if  the 
minister  seeks  on  any  grounds  to  discrim- 
inate against  law-abiding  teachers,"  said 
the  union's  general  secretary,  John 
Rockett.D 

US  civic  bias  bans 
meet  mixed  fates 

NEW  YORK  —The  State  Supreme 
Court  has  overturned  Mayor  Ed  Koch's 
executive  order  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion against  gay  people. 

The  September  5  decision  resulted 
from  a  challenge  by  three  religious  agen- 
cies which  hold  $80  million  in  social-ser- 
vice contracts  with  the  city.  Koch's  Order 
50  had  banned  discrimination  by  the 
city's  agencies  and  its  subcontractors. 

Koch  vowed  to  appeal  the  decision  to  a 
higher  court  and  also  said  he  planned  to 
push  an  ordinance  through  city  council 
which  would  effectively  make  his  previ- 
ous order  law.  Although  council  has  per- 
enially  voted  down  gay  rights  ordinances 
in  the  past,  Koch  says  he  feels  his  bill  has 
a  better  chance  since  it  is  "less  expansive" 
than  previous  efforts. 

Councilors  in  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts, after  four  months  of  "sometimes 
testy"  behind  the  scenes  negotiations, 
voted  September  24  in  favour  of  a  human 
rights  ordinance  which  includes  protec- 
tion for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

In  Duluth,  Minnesota,  however,  an  or- 
dinance banning  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  as  well  as  women 
and  racial  and  religious  minorities,  was 
crushed  by  a  three-to-one  margin  in  a 
September  11  referendum.  The  bill  had 
been  passed  by  city  council  earlier  this 
year,  but  a  group  of  fundamentalist 
Christians  called  Citizens  for  Decency 
Through  Laws  organized  a  petition  drive 
to  bring  the  ordinance  before  the  voters. 
The  right-wing  group  blamed  gay  people 
for  the  spread  of  disease  and  warned  that 
if  the  referendum  passed,  Duluth  would 
become  "another  San  Francisco." 

In  Baltimore,  Maryland,  a  thousand 
lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  through 
the  streets  September  23  in  support  of  a 
bill  that  would  ban  discrimination  against 
gay  people.  The  bill  has  been  languishing 
in  city  council  since  July.  In  response  to 
fundamentalist  lobbying,  it  has  been 
weakened  by  amendments  allowing  em- 
ployers to  establish  dress-behaviour  codes 
and  discriminate  against  anyone  who 
"advocates"  homosexuality  or  bisexual- 
ity  and  who  works  with  minors.  □ 

More  cities  consider 
anti-pom  ordinances 

MADISON,  WISCONSIN  —Another 
midwestern  city  is  considering  passage  of 
a  municipal  ordinance  declaring  pornog- 
raphy to  be  violence  against  women. 

Dane  County  Supervisor  Kathleen 
Nichols  is  proposing  a  law,  based  on  the 
model  drafted  by  Catherine  MacKinnon 
and  Andrea  Dworkin  for  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  that  would  give  women  who 
feel  they  have  been  harmed  by  pornogra- 
phy the  right  to  sue  producers  and  distrib- 
utors for  damages.  Nichols  says  the  legis- 
lation would  not  constitute  censorship, 
but  admits  that  the  economic  drain  of 
lawsuits  might  force  some  bookshops  to 
close. 

The  "Minneapolis  ordinance"  is  law 
only  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
where  its  impact  cannot  yet  be  gauged. 
The  Indiana  Civil  Liberties  Union  and 
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several  magazine  distributors  have  won 
an  injunction  against  enforcement  of  the 
bylaw. 

Nichols  stresses  that  her  ordinance 
would  not  apply  to  most  gay-male  porn 
"because  the  proscribed  images  focus  on 
women  and  children."  While  men's  S/M 
material  would  be  acceptable,  lesbian 
S/M  images  could  be  challenged  under 
the  proposed  bylaw.  Regardless  of  wheth- 
er they  show  consensual  activity,  Nichols 
says,  the  images  "contribute  to  an  image 
of  women  that's  unacceptable." 

Similar  legislation  has  also  been  pro- 
posed by  Republican  Suffolk  County  le- 
gislator Michael  D' Andre  of  Smithtown, 
New  York.  D' Andre  is  a  conservative 
who  is  opposed  to  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  pro-choice  activities  and 
gay  rights. 

The  first  hearing  for  the  proposed  le- 
gislation was  held  September  25  in  River- 
head,  New  York.  The  hearing  room  was 
packed  by  right-wing  Christian  funda- 
mentalists bussed  in  from  the  surround- 
ing area.  A  member  of  the  Feminist  Anti- 
Censorship  Task  Force  (FACT)  spoke 
against  the  proposed  measure,  as  did  rep- 
resentatives from  the  American  Civil  Lib- 
erties Union.  The  members  of  FACT  be- 
lieve the  bill  would  do  little  to  stop  the 
violence  in  women's  lives  and  that  it 
could  be  used  to  censor  women's  own 
material.  □ 


UK  Customs  hits  more  books 

LONDON  —  An  additional  130  titles  (in- 
cluding 772t?  Body  Pontic's  anthology 
Flaunting  It!)  have  been  added  to  the  list 
of  books  that  will  be  the  subject  of  British 
Customs  prosecution  against  Gays  the 
Word  bookshop. 

Customs  informed  GTW  director  Jona- 
than Cutbill  of  this  latest  move  October 
8,  bringing  the  total  number  of  charged 
titles  to  160.  All  the  books  were  first 
seized  in  a  raid  on  the  store  April  10. 

Twenty-two  gay  and  lesbian  titles  were 
impounded  in  August  at  Prestwick  Air- 
port in  Scotland.  They  had  been  import- 
ed by  Lavender  Menace,  Scotland's  only 
gay  bookstore.  □ 


Brigadistas  off  to  Nicaragua 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —A  work  brigade  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  interested  in  partici- 
pating in  the  reconstruction  of  Nicaragua 
is  being  organized  for  January  1985. 

Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Interven- 
tion hopes  to  mount  a  100-member  cons- 
truction brigade  to  build  a  community 
centre  and  raise  gay  visibility  both  in  the 
solidarity  movement  and  in  Nicaragua. 
For  more  information,  write  LAGAI,  Box 
4971,  San  Francisco,  CA  94101.  □ 


Beware  of  imitations... 

SAO  PAULO  —  Roberta  Close,  a 
22-year-old  transvestite,  has  become  the 
hottest  number  in  Brazilian  TV  advertis- 
ing since  his  discovery  last  year  by  Rio's 
largest  advertising  agency. 

Close,  who  has  been  taking  female  hor- 
mones and  dressing  like  a  woman  since 
the  age  of  14,  began  his  career  warning 
TV  viewers  to  "beware  of  imitations"  for 
Gelli,  a  company  marketing  closets.  Since 
his  debut,  Close  has  appeared  nude  twice 
in  the  Brazilian  edition  of  Playboy. \2 

World  News  credits 

Robert  French.  Ken  Davis  (Sydney);  Gary  Kinsman  (Toron- 
to), Gay  Community  News  (Boston);  Washington  Blade 
(Washington.  DC);  New  York  Native,  NGTF  Bulletin, 
Village  Voice  (New  York);  Cay  News  (Philadelphia);  Out! 
(Madison);  The  Weekly  News  (Miami);  Minislry  of  Health 
and  Social  Affairs  (Sweden) 


SPECIAL  REPORT 


Being  different 
but  staying 
together 

Kevin  Orr  charts  the  difficult 
course  being  set  by  Black  and 
White  Men  Together 


It  was  the  liveliest  contingent  in 
Atlanta's  gay  pride  march  this  year. 
"We're  fired  up,  gonna  take  it  no 
more!"  yelled  the  participants.  A 
chant  about  Ronald  Reagan  some- 
how turned  into  a  song  and  people  start- 
ed to  dance.  The  other  marchers  weren't 
expecting  this  exhuberance,  I  thought, 
but  they  didn't  seem  at  all  displeased  that 
the  fourth  national  conference  of  Black 
and  White  Men  Together  had  rolled  into 
town. 

Atlanta  has  a  reputation  for  being  a 
liberal  oasis  in  the  American  South,  and 
its  population  is  two-thirds  black.  You 
wouldn't  be  able  to  tell  that  if  you  ex- 
amined the  visible  gay  community, 
though.  Most  of  the  bars  are  predomin- 
antly white  male,  the  "mixed"  bars  cater 
to  an  85-percent-white  clientele,  and 
there's  a  small  minority  of  exclusively 
black  establishments  for  gay  men.  And 
during  the  gay  pride  march,  I  couldn't 
spot  a  single  black  person  who  wasn't  in 
the  Black  and  White  Men  Together  con- 
tingent. MCC,  all  white,  Atlanta  Leather- 
men,  all  white,  and  so  on. 

It  was  hard  not  to  be  reminded  of  ra- 
cism during  my  visit.  On  my  first  day, 
poking  around  downtown,  I  stumbled 
across  a  rally  marking  the  twentieth  annn 
versary  of  the  US  Civil  Rights  Act.  One 
could  also  visit  the  memorial  to  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr,  located  next  to  the  fa- 
mous Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  the 
source  of  much  black  consciousness  in 
the  '60s.  While  I  was  there  with  my  host, 
a  black  man  approached,  bumming  spare 
change.  "White  folks  is  better  than  black 
folks,"  he  said,  "they  help  you  out." 
During  a  walk  through  a  local  cemetery  it 
was  easy  to  spot  the  neat,  even  rows  of 
identical  tombstones  and  immediately 
identify  the  wartime  burial  ground.  "To 
our  brave  Confederate  soldiers,"  a 
plaque  read,  and  it  hadn't  been  erected  in 
the  1860s;  the  Atlanta  Ladies  Memorial 
Association  put  it  there  in  1950.  Back 
then,  blacks  had  to  ride  at  the  back  of  the 
bus  by  law,  but  one  person  pointed  out 
the  brand  new  rail  line  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Atlanta  Rapid  Transit  Authority,  say- 
ing, "MARTA's  nickname  is  'Moving 
Africans  Rapidly  Through  Atlanta.' " 

There  are  various  US  black  organiza- 
tions set  up  to  fight  racism,  but  there  is  a 
notable  difference  in  a  group  that  actually 
promotes  blacks  and  whites  working  to- 
gether, and  that  organization  is  gay. 
Black  and  White  Men  Together  (BWMT), 
"a  gay  multi-racial  organization  for  all 
people,"  was  started  in  San  Francisco  in 
1980,  and  has  since  spread  to  more  than 
30  American  cities. 

It's  a  loosely  knit  coalition,  and  the  in- 
terests of  various  chapters  reflect  that. 
The  New  York  group,  for  example,  is 
known  as  a  highly  political  chapter,  and  it 
has  done  such  things  as  organizing  pro- 
tests against  police  brutality  at  Blues,  a 
black  gay  bar,  and  sending  material  to 
underground  black  groups  in  South  Afri- 
ca. Many  chapters  have  fought  openly 
discriminatory  admission  policies  at  gay 
bars.  One  chapter  has  lobbied  members 
of  its  state  legislature  for  passage  of  gay 
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rights  legislation.  And  the  groups  serve  a 
vital  social  function,  bringing  members 
together  for  consciousness-raising  ses- 
sions as  well  as  less  structured  events. 

But  what  keeps  these  men  interested? 
Why  are  they  there,  and  what's  the  force 
that  has  enabled  this  organization  to 
grow  so  quickly  in  four  years? 

In  BWMT,  they  refer  to  themselves  as 
gay  men  who  are  "interracially  oriented." 
That  means  that  black  men  are  attracted 
to  white  men,  and  white  men  to  black 
men.  Many  members  are  primarily  multi- 
racially  oriented,  and  others  are  not.  No 
matter.  It's  not  just  a  simple  matter  of  be- 
ing attracted  to  certain  types  of  individ- 
uals, these  men  have  realized.  Relation- 
ships, whether  social  or  sexual  or  both, 
don't  exist  outside  certain  realities. 
People  come  from  different  backgrounds, 
people  are  treated  differently  and  people 
behave  differently.  And  yet  they  want  to 
be  together. 

"From  the  outside,  they  say  it's  a  fuck 
club,"  said  one  white  conference  partici- 
pant. "But  we're  not  here  for  that." 

In  fact,  the  stereotype  is  worse.  Many 
perceive  BWMT  as  a  place  where  white 
men  can  pick  up  black  men,  but  not  the 
other  way  around. 

The  organization  is  no  more  a  fuck 
club  than  the  entire  gay  community,  how- 
ever. Actually,  it's  probably  less  so,  if  the 
conference  workshop  on  monogamous 
versus  open  relationships  was  any  indica- 
tion. The  San  Francisco  chapter,  which 
organized  the  workshop,  had  earlier  cir- 
culated to  various  chapters  a  question- 
naire about  members'  attitudes  to  mon- 
ogamy, and  although  the  sample  was 
small,  an  overwhelming  percentage  had  a 
preference  for  long-term  monogamous 
relationships. 

There's  no  way  of  knowing  if  the  sam- 
ple was  representative,  of  course,  but  it 
seems  that  while  BWMT  members  have  a 
range  of  liberal  to  leftish  political  views, 
there's  a  strong  conservative  streak  when 
it  comes  to  interpersonal  politics.  People 
meet,  they  might  have  sex,  they  might 
spend  years  together,  just  like  in  most 
other  gay  organizations.  But  it's  not  a 
fuck  club. 

The  fact  is  that  the  gay  community 
isn't  formed  like  other  communities.  It's 
not  a  common  language  that  brings  us  to- 
gether. We're  not  brought  together  by  a 
common  geography  or  a  common  cul- 
ture. Sex  is  what  brings  us  together,  and 
around  that  we  invent  our  social  relations 
and  our  sense  of  community. 

While  we're  a  community  based  on  at- 
tractions, we  differ  in  culture,  economic 
status  and  physical  attributes,  so  it  gets 
complicated. 

And  sex,  unfortunately,  is  still  such  a 
big  deal,  not  only  for  us,  but  for  others 


"Sex  is  still  a  big  deal, 
not  only  for  us,  but  for 
other  who  judge  us  by 
our  acts  of  allegiance: 
'My  parents  have  come 
to  accept  my  homosex- 
uality/ one  black  man 
said,  'but  they  don't 
like  the  fact  that  I  have 
a  white  lover/  " 


who  judge  us  by  our  acts  of  allegiance: 

"My  parents  have  come  to  accept  my 
homosexuality,"  one  black  man  said, 
"but  they  don't  like  the  fact  that  I  have  a 
white  lover."  At  another  point  in  the  con- 
ference a  white  man  said,  "My  parents 
understand  that  I  like  men,  but  they 
don't  understand  why  I  like  black  men." 

The  castigation  isn't  restricted  to  par- 
ents; it's  also  an  important  factor  in  a  gay 
community  still  suspicious  of  interracial 
attractions. 

Most  of  my  impressions  of  BWMT's 
Atlanta  conference  came  from  observing 
the  white  participants.  Maybe  it's  because 
I'm  white.  Maybe  because,  while  I  find  it 
hard  enough  to  understand  white  Ameri- 
cans, I  know  even  less  about  black  Amer- 
icans. Certainly,  it  was  easiest  to  observe 
people  during  the  caucus  period,  when 
the  blacks  and  the  whites  separated  and 
conducted  their  own  discussions. 

While  the  white  caucus  wasn't  entirely 
successful,  I  found  it  fascinating.  It  was 
disorganized  because,  it  seemed  to  me, 
these  white  men  weren't  able  to  explore 
what  they  had  in  common  with  each 
other.  Most  of  the  interesting  things 
people  brought  up  centred  on  their  at- 
traction to  black  men: 

"I  want  to  reject  my  whiteness,  I  want 
to  be  black,  I  want  to  be  upstairs  (in  the 
black  caucus).  I  feel  guilty  about  that. 
They  have  a  word  for  blacks  who  are 
white  on  the  inside,  'oreos,'  and  they 
should  have  a  word  for  us.  But  I  have  to 
get  over  those  feelings." 

"I  wonder  about  those  ugly  white  men 
that  beautiful  black  men  go  out  with.  Are 
they  settling  for  something  less,  or  what?" 

"Do  we  think  other  whites  are  ugly, 
that  we're  ugly,  and  only  black  people  are 
beautiful?" 

"If  you're  going  to  bed  with  a  black 
man  and  you  don't  think  you're  beauti- 
ful, what  does  that  do  to  him?  And  if 
you're  going  to  bed  with  a  culture,  aren't 
you  being  kind  of  a  snob?" 

"We  don't  like  it  when  they  say  it's  a 
fuck  club.  But  we  point  at  other  men  and 
say  they're  here  to  fuck  black  men." 

"I  don't  tell  a  straight  group  why  I'm 
gay,  and  I  don't  answer  the  question  of 
why  I'm  attracted  to  blacks,  because  I 
don't  know." 

I  bend  over  backwards  to  be  fair. ...  I 
get  broadsided,  blown  out  of  the  water, 
by  my  black  brothers.  Weeks  later,  the 
same  thing  I  said  can  be  said  by  a  black 
brother  and  he'll  be  accepted.  That's 
unfair." 

"We  admire  the  black  caucus  because 
they  have  a  sense  of  community.  We 
don't,  because  we're  so  disparate." 

At  the  black  caucus,  I  was  told  later, 
there  was  a  greater  sense  of  community. 
They  discussed  what  it  meant  to  be  black 
and  American,  to  be  black  and  gay.  They 
discussed  being  attracted  to  white  men 
and  to  black  men.  The  experience  was  a 
positive  exploration  of  common  identity. 

"At  the  end  of  it,  I  didn't  want  to  see  a 
white  face,"  one  black  caucus  participant 
said  later.  "I  wasn't  angry  at  whites,  I 
just  didn't  want  to  have  any  in  the  room." 

Later  he  was  to  fly  home  to  his  white 
lover,  a  father  of  multi-racial  children 
from  an  earlier  marriage  to  a  black 
woman. 

Clearly,  the  course  being  charted  by 
BWMT's  members  isn't  a  simple  one. 
They  can't  just  put  aside  hundreds  of 
years  of  black-white  tensions,  to  ignore 
the  reality  of  being  black  in  America  to- 
day, and  get  on  with  it. 

But  somehow,  they  make  it  work. 
Probably  because  they  realize  they  have 
no  choice  but  to  try.D 

Contact  BWMT  chapters  through:  The 
Quarterly,  79  Collingwood,  San  Francisco. 
CA  94114  USA. 


Do  YOU  think  it's  time  for  a 
gay  TRUST  in  Toronto? 


□   NO 


□  UNDECIDED 


□  YES 


Mail  to:  Robert  Horvath,  414  Jarvis  St-Suite  44, 
Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2G6 


OUT&OUT 


Sharing  the  great  outdoors 


v  _       "X*^     j 


For  injonnatiai  caR  927  0970  in  Toronto 


V"V 


^7 


TORONTO'S  FESTIVAL  FOR 
BODY,  MIND  &  SPIRIT 


Pathways 
to  You 


It's  time  to  come  back  to  yourself 
Take  time  to  renew 
and  reassess  yourself 
and  your  life  at  one 
of  the  most  exciting  total 
lifestyle  experiences  ever 
to  take  place  In  Toronto. 

November 

16,  17  &  18  at 

the  new  Metro 

Toronto  Convention 

Centre 

255  Front  Street  west  at 
the  foot  of  the  CM  Tower 

S4  Dairy  adult  admission 
S2  Children  age  12  &  under 

Advance  Tickets  and  Discount  Ticket 
Sales  »r*  available  at  these  stores 

The  Big  Carrot      Earthtonet 
MS  Qantottn  Awrue       iS?  Queen  Street  o«-o 

Noah  i  Natural  Foods       toronto  Heath  Education 
Ml  Stoat  Street  MM      Centre    na  Oupont  St 

for  runner  Information,  or  so  order  tickets 

by  m*»  cast  b-m   1TO0  or  698   r>2 1 


PRESENTED    BY    TORONTO 


COMMON    GROUND 
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CLUB  LODGED 


KEY  WEST 


CLUB  BATH  CHAIN 


SUMMER  VACATION  RATES 


EFFECTIVE  MAY  1  THROUGH  DEC.  20 

EXCLUDING  HOLIDAYS  SINGLE  OR  DOUBLE  OCCUPANCY 


$84.00  Weekly 
Guesthouse: 
The  Cavalier: 
TV,  CF,  Phone 
Double  Bed 

Rooms  42,  43,  45,  46,  47 
Room  44  £27  00 

$27.00 

Conch  House: 
ACorCF 
Single  or  Double 
Phone 

Rooms  16,26,27,28, 
29,32 

$17.00 

Lodge: 

TV,  CF 

Single  or  Double 

Phone 

Rooms  11,  15.  17,  18 

$27.00 

Lodge: 

CF,  TV,  Phone 

Poolside 

Private  Bath 

Single  or  Double 

Room  30,  31 

$22.00 

Cottage:    [24, 25) 
TV,  AC 
Phone 

Rooms  21,  23,  34 

$32.00 

AC/CF,  Phone 
Single  &  Double 
or  King,  TV 
Private  Bath 

Rooms  12,  14,  19,20,33 

Third  person  $1  2.00:  Rate  (Plus  Tax),  Services,  Facilities,  Dates,  Subiect 
To  Change  Without  Notice  For  reservations  &  Brochure: 

621  Truman  Ave.,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-5239 


FACILITIES 


Guesthouse  &  Motel-type  Accommodations 
Locker  Facilities 

All  Rooms:  TV-AC  or  CF*  Phones, 
Full  Size  Beds 

Daily  Room  Service.  Color  TV,  Lounge 
Ample  Parking.  Conch  Republic  Cafe 

Bath  Facilities  Include: 

Shower  Room  •  Outdoor  Whirlpool  Hot  Tub 

Tropical  Pool  •  Nude  Sunbathing 

Exercise  Gym 

Locker  Facilities  Hourly  &  Daily 


Ceihnq  Fan 


(Noon  til  Noon)  Open  24  Hours 


Fly  Airlines  or  take  Greyhound  Bus,  or 

Travel  US  1  from  the  Mainland  to  our  front  door  via  the  Overseas  Highway 

Private  Club:  Legal  I.D.  Required  For  CBC  Membership 


CLUB  KEY  WEST,  INCIS 


CLUB 

LODG 


621  TRUMAN  AVE  •  KEY  WEST  33040-3299 

(305)  294-5239 
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ALEXANDER'S 

A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FLEMING,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

305-294-9919 


Key  West's  Newest, 

Most  Elegant  Concept 

In  Accommodations. 


d£&6fe 


b£N%\> 


# 


Fully  Furnished  Townhouses  In 
A  Secluded  Garden  Setting. 

Special 
3  Days  /  2  Nights 

$129.00* 

*  Double  occupancy  excluding  holidays. 

For  into:  Joseph  McClung   (  iOS)  2s>4-4427 
^21  Center  Slreel     Kc\   W.st.  Florida   H040 


24  comfortable  rooms  enclosed 
in  the  heart  of  Old  Town  Key  West 

RATES  AND  RESERVATIONS 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

(800)  327-4837 

in  FLORIDA  (305)  294-5188 

The  Friendly  place  to  stay! 

Jacuzzi  •  Exercise  area 
Nude  deck  •  Heated  pool 
Poolside  cafe  serving  serving 

breakfast  and  lunch 
Weekend  cocktail 

parties 
Color  TV. 
A/C 


HEY  WEST 


CLUB  KEY  WEST 


COMPARE  SERVICES  &  FACILITIES 


RATES  FROM  $17.00      U»| 

•  Guestrooms  with  TV,  overhead 
lans  or  air  conditioning  plus  private 
phone 

•  Our  spa  includes  steam  room,  tropi 
cal  pool  &  whirlpool,  exercise  gym. 
club  cale.  and  nude  sunbathing. 

•  Walking  or  cycling  distance  to  all 
beaches,  bars,  discos  in  old  town 

305/294-5239 

621  TRUMAN  AVE., 

KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 

Puces.  Services  &  Facilities  suDieci  io 
change  without  nolice 


LODGING  8c  BATHS 

Legal  ID  required  for  Club  Bath  Chain  Membership. 


Ask  us  for  a  free  KEY  WEST  BUSINESS  GUILD  DIRECTORY 


NEW  renovated  guestrooms  with  A/C. 

NEW  balconies  and  sundecks. 

NEW  larger  poolside  efficiency  units 

with  two  double  beds. 

NEW  tropical  Jacuzzi  setting 

Giant  swimming  pool.  Cafe 

Bikefleet.  Exercise  room.  Sauna. 

TV  Lounge.  A  COMPLETE  RESORT 


House 


U29Fl.i:.MI.\<i  STREET  KEY  WEST 
FLORIDA  83040  •  (306)  294-6284 


Our  .ii  commodations  (ire  firs. 
ran.  Individually  decorated 
rooms.  each  with  cblor  TV,    ■ 
AC.  refrigerator,  phone  and 
ceilincj  Inns    Heated  pool 


~I& 

-—»?*»- 


Key  Lodge  Mote/' K^ 


1004  f   DUVAL  ST.  KEY  WEST 
FL  33040  (305)  296  9915 


Key  Lodge  is  ■  little*  dilfermit      ,'     - 
The  environment  is  friendly  I         '^ 


rent.     iVrV  We're  in  the  heart,  ol  Old  Town 

ily  I         ^...\«<nd>j>riv.itc;     the  compan'y,  mined  . 


2~  • 


a  guest  house  in  the  heart  of  fun  and 
frolic  in  old  town  Key  West    You  II 
CTl©  never  want  to  leave        We  didn  t' 

JO@S  Ph'I'P  and  Michael 

R©U  UJO^t         Send  for  our  color  brochure 
S21FUn.tedSt    Km  W«    U11411  13051  296-7467 


Cypress  House 


m 


■  a  great  guest  house" 
—  The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  6th  season  with  us! 
Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniversary, 
or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  House. 
•  Spotless  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  &  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms  • 
Daily  breakfast  &  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us.  then  call 
or  write  for  poster-brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 
60 1C  Caroline  Street.   Key  West.  FL  33040 


Just  for  the 
Charm  of  it.  . 


uirnecs 


Secluded  Tropical  Orchid  Garden 
Setting,  Sundecks,  Lounge  and  Pool. 

Come  as  a  GUEST, 
Leave  as  a  FRIEND. 

725  White  St.  (at  Petronia) 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)294-7381 


KEY  WEST 


COCONUT  GROVE 


G   U   E  S  T   H  O   l    S   E 


Panoramic  Rin>iti'p  Sundecks 

Secluded  \WhkI  Decked  I\hiI 

Relaxed  I  lospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

hit  Fleming*  ko  West,  Florida  13040 

(  *0S)  296-5107 
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□  Going  Public:  Three  Evenings  of  Video- 
tapes by  Women.  An  exciting  selection  of 
video  art  by  women  addressing  issues  of  sex- 
ual identity  and  gender  conditioning,  in- 
cluding works  from  Canada,  the  USA,  Brit- 
ain, Japan  and  Germany.  Oct  22-24,  8  pm  at 
A  Space,  204  Spadina  Ave.  Admission  $3  ($2 
members).  364-3227. 

□ Entropy  Made  Visible  (Free-Form  Method- 
ology). An  exhibition  of  recent  works  by 
Toronto  artist  Kate  Wilson,  opening  Sat,  Oct 
27  and  running  through  Nov  17.  2-5  pm  at  A 
Space,  204  Spadina  Ave.  364-3227. 

□  Classical  Obligations.  A  show  by  Sandra 
de  Sando  at  Gallery  940,  through  Oct  27. 
Wed,  4-9  pm,  Thur-Sat,  1-6  pm.  940  Queen  St 
E.  466-8840. 

□  Underlying  Acts.  Also  at  Gallery  940,  an 
exhibition  by  Leena  Raudvee  opening  Wed, 
Oct  31 .  Gallery  hours  as  above;  466-8840. 

□  The  Girls  Go  Public.  The  first  show  at  The 
Sparkes  Gallery,  the  new,  alternative,  artist- 
run  space  for  women.  Wed  &  Fri,  12-5  pm; 
Thur,  3-8  pm;  Sat,  1-6  pm.  Through  Nov  6. 

1 114  Queen  St  W.  5311243. 

□  Printmakers  Gallery.  Pre-Christmas  sale 
of  prints  and  pottery  by  David  Shoebridge. 
Nov  17-Dec  15.  97  Winchester  St.  923-5513. 

□  Mark  Prent.  New  works  by  a  sculptor  who 
is  sometimes  brilliant  and  often  provocative 
—  an  exhibition  of  his  was  once  busted  for 
being  obscene.  The  Issacs  Gallery,  832 
Yonge,  Tues-Fri  10am-6  pm;  Sat  10:30  am- 

6  pm.  Through  Nov  9. 

Stuart  Graham.  Connoisseurs  of  the  male 
body  will  remember  Graham's  last  show.  The 
present  exhibition  includes  male  torsos  and 
portraits.  Tues-Sat,  1-6  pm,  Oct  21  to  Nov  3. 
Art  Invesco,  548  Parliament  St. 

Lisette  Model.  Vintage  prints  by  this  often 
astounding  photographer.  Tues-Sat,  11  am- 
5  pm,  Oct  27  to  Nov  30.  Jane  Corkin  Gallery, 
144  Front  St  W,  Suite  620. 

Liz  Magor.  An  exhibition  of  works  of  great 
richness  and  power  by  the  artist  who  repre- 
sented Canada  at  the  Venice  Biennale  this 
year.  Tues-Sat,  12-5  pm,  through  Nov  10  at 
the  Ydessa  Gallery,  334  Queen  St  W  (above 
the  Rivoli). 

THEATRE 

JON  KAPLAN 

□  R&D:  A  Festival  of  New  Works.  The  Thea- 
tre Centre  is  sponsoring  several  weeks  of  new 
pieces,  including  two  of  special  interest  to 
TBP  readers.  David  MacLean's  Misfit  is  a 
multimedia  piece  about  a  search  for  identity 
in  a  hostile  society,  with  Marilyn  Monroe  one 
of  the  people  with  whom  the  central  character 
identifies  (MacLean  performed  this  piece  at 
the  Rivoli  during  the  summer);  Nov  2-4. 
Amanda  Hale's  The  Medical  Show,  or  The 
Mystery  of  the  Purple  Hand  looks  at  the 
manipulation  of  women  in  medicine;  Nov 
9-11.  Call  for  specific  show  times.  The 
Theatre  Centre,  Poor  Alex  Theatre,  296 
Brunswick  Ave.  927-8998. 

'.   Blood  Relations.  Sharon  Pollock's  play 
about  Lizzie  Borden  and  the  axe  murder  of 
her  parents.  Using  the  device  of  Borden  and 
an  actress  acting  out  the  story  ten  years  after 
the  fact,  it  comments  on  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  two  women.  Oct  30-Nov  4.  Glen 
Morris  Studio  Theatre,  4  Glen  Morris  St. 
978-8668  or  978-8705. 

□  American  Demon.  Jan  Kudelka's  piece 
about  the  power  and  the  glory  of  rock  and  roll 
features  Maggie  Huculak,  Kim  Renders,  Ter- 
esa Tova  and  Ian  Wallace  (Nion).  Strong  cast, 
strong  material.  Previews  Nov  13,  opens  Nov 


TWO  FOOLISH  TO  TALK  ABOUT  •  TWP  TO  OCT  28 


14.  Theatre  Passe  Muraille,  16  Ryerson  Ave. 
363-2416. 

□The  Canadian  Opera  Company.  The  sec- 
ond production  of  the  season  is  Puccini's 
Tosca,  the  tale  of  a  tempestuous  opera  diva. 
Alternating  in  the  title  role  will  be  two  high- 
powered  singers,  Martina  Arroyo  and  Jo- 
hanna Meier.  Oct  20,  22,  24,  26,  28.  O'Keefe 
Centre,  Front  and  Yonge  Sts.  Ticketron  out- 
lets: 598-0437. 

□  Tonight  at  8:30.  Three  one-act  plays  by 
Noel  Coward  —  Hands  Across  the  Sea,  Red 
Peppers  and  Still  Life  (the  last  one  the  basis 
for  the  film  Brief  Encounters).  Robin  Phillips 
directs  some  of  his  Grande  Theatre  and  Strat- 
ford pals  —  Martha  Henry,  Pat  Galloway 
and  Alan  Scarfe  among  them.  Through  Oct 
27.  Centrestage,  The  St  Lawrence  Centre,  27 
Front  St  E.  366-7723. 

□  Norman,  Is  That  You?  Gale  Gordon 
(remember  Mr  Mooney  on  The  Lucy  Show!) 
plays  the  perturbed  parent  of  a  gay  son  in  the 
Ron  Clark /Sam  Bobrick  comedy.  Teller's 
Cage,  Commerce  Court.  862-1434. 

□  The  Dressing  Gown.  See  review,  page  28. 
The  show  is  scheduled  to  close  Oct  21 ,  but 
may  be  held  over. 

□  Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret.  A  musical 
theatre  piece  by  David  Sereda  and  Henry  van 
Rijk.  See  preview,  page  28. 

□  Two  Foolish  to  Talk  About.  A  comedy 
revue  by  Tommy  Sexton  and  Greg  Malone, 
formerly  with  the  Newfoundland  troupe, 
Codco.  See  preview,  page  28. 

□  Peter  Garrett's  American  Modern.  See 
review,  page  28. 

TV/RADIO 

SONJA  MILLS 

□  Curing  Gays.  Can  homosexuals  be  coun- 
selled in  or  out  of  sexual  preference?  The 
"Charrington  Show"  asks  MCC  clergywom- 
an  Sue  Mabee  and  Drs  Ron  Langevin  and 
Rosemary  Barnes  on  channel  11  (CHCH-TV) 
Thur,  Nov  8  at  1 1  am  (replayed  at  12 
midnight). 

□  She's  So  Unusual!  Cyndi  Lauper  is  spot- 
lighted on  MuchMusic  Network  Wed,  Oct  31 
at  2  pm,  8  pm  and  2  am,  as  well  as  on  Thur, 
Nov  1,  at  8  am.  If  you  don't  subscribe  to  Pay- 
TV,  visit  a  friend  who  does  and  tune  in  to 
channel  28. 

□  The  Catherine  Wheel.  Choreographer 
Twyla  Tharp  has  adpated  her  astonishing 
dance,  with  music  by  David  Byrne  of  Talking 
Heads,  for  the  small  screen.  It  comes  com- 
plete with  spectacular  video  effects  and  ani- 
mation. TV  Ontario,  channel  19,  Oct  29,  9  pm. 


MUSIC 

PHIL  SHAW 

□  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood.  Rocketing  to 
Number  1  on  the  joys  of  coming  ("Relax"), 
on  nuke  war  ("Two  Tribes")  and  faggotry, 
too.  At  the  Concert  Hall,  Yonge  at  Daven- 
port, Nov  3  and  4.  Tickets:  BASS,  698-2277. 

□  Ferron.  The  fine  folk  singer /recording  ar- 
tist brings  her  live  act  one  more  time  to  the 
Bathurst  St  Theatre,  with  special  guest  Lillian 
Allen.  Oct  28,  8  pm.  Tickets  at  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore,  BASS,  and  at  the 
theatre,  730  Bathurst  St. 

□  Liberace.  You've  heard  of  the  King  of 
Swing?  Lib  is  the  Queen  of  Show.  He  makes 
a  royal  visit  to  the  O'Keefe  Centre,  Oct  29. 
Ticketron,  766-3271. 

□  Charles  Pierce.  The  noted  female  imper- 
sonator brings  his  gender  tributes  to  the  Im- 
perial Room,  The  Royal  York  Hotel.  Nov 
12-17.  Reservations:  368-6175. 

□  Bratty.  Beverley  Bratty  and  her  band  of 
Babysitters  bring  their  distinctive  Latin/ 
Calypso  rock  and  roll  to  the  Beverley  Tavern 
(240  Queen  St  W,  598-2434)  Fri,  Sat,  Nov  2 
and  3;  and  to  the  Cameron  Hotel  (408  Queen 
St  W,  364-0811)  Sat,  Nov  17. 


□  Forbidden  Films.  This  series,  intended  "to 
initiate  a  discussion  of  censorship  from  the 
perspective  of  human  rights,"  will  screen 
Pasolini's  masterwork  of  scatology  and  Nazi- 
ism,  Sato,  Oct  23,  9:30  pm.  Also  of  interest  to 
sexual  liberationists  are  In  the  Realm  of  the 
Senses,  Oshima's  essay  on  sex  and  death,  Oct 
25,  7  pm;  and  at  9:30  that  night,  Makaveyev's 
WR:  Mysteries  of  the  Organism,  his  Godard- 
ian  satire  of  Marxism  and  Reichian  psycho- 
logy. Bloor  Cinema.  532-6677. 

□  Some  American  Feminists.  Presented  as 
part  of  the  Hart  House  series,  "Films  by  and 
About  Women,"  this  NFB  documentary  ex- 
amines the  20th  century's  second  wave  in  the 
movement  for  women's  rights,  presenting  a 
historical  perspective  and  including  discus- 
sions with  early  leaders  of  the  movement:  Ti- 
Grace  Atkinson,  Rita  Mae  Brown,  Betty  Frie- 
dan,  Margo  Jefferson,  Lila  Karp  and  Kate 
Millett.  Mon,  Oct  29,  12  noon  and  7  pm.  The 
Meeting  Room,  Hart  House,  U  of  T 

□  Through  Her  Eyes.  This  major  programme 
of  women's  films  will  include  a  tribute  to 
French  actress  and  director  Jeanne  Moreau, 
Nov  25  (she'll  attend),  followed  by  a  week  of 
her  movies.  Also:  new  films  by  women  from 
16  countries;  eight  films  hand-picked  by  an  in- 
ternational quartet  of  women  in  or  connected 
to  the  biz;  and  a  panel  discussion  on  women  in 
film  chaired  by  Adrienne  Clarkson.  Harbour- 
front,  starting  Nov  22.  364-5665. 

□  All  of  Me.  Everyone  would  love  to  be  Lily 
Tomlin,  but  Steve  Martin  (!)  gets  to  do  it. 
He's  got  her  character,  mannerisms  and  con- 
flicts down  pat  in  this  hilarious  story  of  mis- 
placed reincarnation.  Odeon  Showcase. 
296-FILM. 

□  The  4th  Man.  This  witty  fantasy  has  a 
drunken  novelist  entangled  in  a  bizarre 
menage  a  trois  —  he  beds  her  but  wants  her 
boyfriend  more.  The  Catholicism  and  Hitch- 
cock flavour  plus  the  Diva  look  add  up  to  a 
hell  of  a  package.  Carlton  Cinemas. 
296-FILM. 

□  Another  Country.  See  review,  page  33. 
Carlton  Cinemas  and  Cineplex,  Market 
Square.  296-FILM. 

□  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk.  The  film  on  the 
life  of  the  slain  gay  San  Francisco  politician 
(see  review,  page  30)  opens  Nov  9  at  the 
Carlton  Cinemas.  296-FILM. 


PETER  GARRETT'S  AMERICAN  MODERN 


John  O'Krancy,  Helen  Hughes,  Peter  Boretski  and  Kiefer  Sutherland: 
'  'wit,  non  sequiturs  and  a  crazy  sort  of  logic. ' '  Now  on  at  the  Bay  view  Playhouse 
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NIGHTLIFE 


•  Members  of  Lambda  Business  Council 
RESTAURANTS 

□  Abundance.  Easygoing  elegance  under  the  chic  condos 
of  The  Bentley  81  Church  St.  368-2867. 

□  Bemelman's.  Fashionably  cruisy  pop  singles  bar.  pricey 
restaurant.  83  Bloor  St  W.  960-0306. 

□  Catt  New  Orleans.  Best  people-peeking  perch  on  one  of 
the  cruislest  corners  in  town.  618  Yonge  St.  922-2439. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  Continental  menu,  daily  specials.  418 

Church  St.  977-4702 

□  Chaps  Cafe.  Noon-9  pm,  including  $1 .99  soup/sand- 
wich lunch  special.  $5-$6  range  9  Isabella  St.  921-3012 

i    Church  Street  Cart.  Popular  brunch  locale  in  the  heart  of 
the  ghetto.  Daily  to  12,  Sun:  10  am-5  pm  485  Church  St. 
925-1155 

•  Crispins/Buddy's.  Innovative  cuisine,  great  wines. 

Brunch:  $6.95  66  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 

•  18  East  Hotel  &  Tavern.  Inexpensive  home-cooked 

meals  Sunday  brunch  $3  95  18  Eastern  Ave  368-4040 
[  ]  Fare  Exchange.  Intimate  neighbourhood  restaurant,  cafe 
upstairs  4  Irwin  Ave  923-5924 

The  Fat  Squirrel.  At  Cornelius  579  Yonge  St  967-4666 

Fenton's.  Rub  elbows  with  the  establishment  (if  you  can 
afford  it)  Less  expensive  room  downstairs  2  Gloucester 
St.  961-8485 

Golden  Griddle.  Pancakes,  etc;  inexpensive  place  for 
Sunday  brunch  45  Carlton  St.  977-5044. 

The  Griffon  Arms.  Quiet  neighbourhood  eatery,  cheap 
evening  specials  117  Dundas  St  E.  365-9825 

•  Jennie's.  Chic  restaurant  Live  music  Fri-Sun  nights. 

Sunday  brunch  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parliament)  861-1461 
f  i  La  Strega  Cafe  Open  till  4  am  Thurs-Sat  118  Avenue 
Rd  921-6095 

•  Lipstick  Daytime  meals,  burgers,  late  night  snacks. 

and  loud  music  4  30  pm-3  am  (4  am  weekends)  580  Par- 
liament St.  922-6655 

•  Pimblett  s.  Gaudy,  friendly  British  pub  Imported 

draught,  desserts  249  Gerrard  St  E  929-9525 


□  Pizza  Nova.  Italian-style  bistro  and  pleasant  gathering 
spot  in  the  middle  of  gay  downtown  —  562  Church,  at 
Wellesley.  Live  performances.  961-2204. 

Queen  Mother  Cafe.  Comfortably  new-wave  crowd;  ima- 
ginative eats.  206  Queen  St  W.  598-4719. 
•  Racletfe.  French  cuisine  and  great  by-the-glass  wine 
list  361  Queen  St  W.  593-0934. 

□  Rivoli.  Exotic  snacks,  inventive  specials,  reasonable 
prices.  Check  the  back  of  the  menu  for  what's  going  on  in 
their  performance  space  in  the  back.  334  Queen  St  W. 
596-1908. 

D  Le  Select  Bistro.  Bistro  lunches  and  late  night  dining. 
328  Queen  St  W.  596-6405. 

□  Sgana  Landing.  Patio  restaurant.  Seafood,  "tour  of 
France"  specials.  40  Stadium  Road  (Bathurst  & 
Lakeshore),  368-7794. 

Together  Continental  menu,  specials.  Sunday: 
allyoucaneat/$6  457  Church  St.  923-3469. 


•  The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Casual  stand-up 
leather/denim  bar  and  disco  After-hours  Fn  and  Sat  till  4 
am  ($2  cover). 

I  I  Boots  (at  the  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St  921-1035 
Dance  floor,  great  outdoor  courtyard  bar  (through  Bud's) 

•  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St  977-9955 
Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar.  preppy  crowd 

Bud's  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St  921-3142. 
Raunchy  video,  dance  floor 

Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St  368-2824  Licensed  private 
dance  club  tor  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St  977-4702  Piano  sing- 
along  bar.  very  chatty 

Chaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge)  921-3012  Large  up- 
stairs disco,  downstairs  bar  with  sexy  slides 

Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St  967  4666  Dance  floor,  dining 
area  Open  4  pm.  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  weeknights 

The  Hrtch'n'Post.  529  Yonge  St  Bar/ restaurant  Mon 
Fri.  7.30  pm-10  pm.  Fri/Sat.  midnight  to  3  am  Sun 
brunch  noon  to  4  pm  and  dinner  5  pm  10  pm  925  9998 

Katrlna's.  5  St  Joseph  St  961-4740  Stand-up  bar  with 
dance  floor .  younger  crowd  Fn  and  Sat  to  4  am  Sun 


T-dances.  Cover  charge  weekends  Dining  lounge. 

□  101 . 1 01  Jarvis  at  Richmond .  Great  dance  floor  and  lots 
of  videos  upstairs,  cozy  lounge  downstairs. 

DOz.  1  Isabella  St.  961-0790.  Large  bar  and  disco.  Sun- 
day afternoon  tea.  Also  after  hours  ($3). 
DParkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St  922-3844  Men's 
beverage  room,  side  entrance.  Closed  Sun 

□  The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641  Upstairs:  Rusty's 
Cabaret,  featuring  female  impersonators  (no  cover) 
Downstairs:  piano  bar,  featuring  Flo  at  the  keyboards. 
DSt  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517.  Large 
beverage  rooms. 

D  Together.  457  Church  St.  923-3469.  Lesbian  bar,  dining 

room. 

DThe  Tool  Box.  Leather  club  bar  with  patio,  meals.  Club 

night  Thurs.  18  Eastern  Ave.  869-9294 


Avalon  530 '     ge  St.  upstairs  (where  Stages  used  to 
be).  Hours  II       Inighton.  Thurs-Sat  ($7  cover). 

Chaps.  See  Bars,  above 
[  IThe  Diamond.  410  Sherbourne  St.  927-9010  Young  and 
trendy 
nOz.  See  Bars,  above 

Twilight  Zone.  185  Richmond  St  W  977-3347  New 
wave.  Fn-Sat.  $8,  Sun  gay  night  $6 
n  Voodoo  Club.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrma's) 
960-9335  New  wave  Weekends  $7 

The  Y-Knot.  488  Yonge,  upstairs  Thur  9  pm-1  am.  Fri- 
Sat  9  pm-4  am.  Sun  4  pm-9  pm  $2  cover  ($1  after  11) 

ACCOMMODATION 

Cabbagetown  Lodging-House  and  Efficiencies  300 
Wellesley  St  E  (at  Parliament)  Call  Bill  or  Allen.  961-9320 

Catnaps  Guesthouse  246  Sherbourne  St  968  2323  Fif- 
teen rooms,  waterbeds.  TV  lounge  pool  table  and  game 
room,  laundry  and  kitchen  facilities,  tree  park 
complimentary  rolls  and  cottee  Sun- Thurs.  $25.  Fri 
holidays.  $30  Visa/Mastercard 

18  East  Hotel  18  Eastern  Ave  368-4040  Bar  and  dining 
room.  22  rooms,  TV  lounge,  sauna,  gym.  Ian 


DAVID  SEREDA 
&  HENRY  VAN  Rl  JK: 
DANCE  HALL  BOYS 
CABARET  •  THE 
THEATRE  CENTRE, 
NOVEMBER  15 


sundeck,  free  parking  1  or  2  people:  $24.  weekend  rates 
DThe  Selby  Hotel.  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-3142. 
Victorian-style  hotel;  bars,  courtyard,  light  lunches,  maid 
service,  parking,  air-conditioning.  66  rooms  1-2  people 
with  private  bath:  $35;  without:  $27. 


•  The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St.  593-0499  Leather/ 
denim.  6  pm-10  am;  24  hours  on  weekends. 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629  24  hours 

•  The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St. 

598-2110.  24  hours. 


COMMUNITY 


7  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  floor. 
MSB  1 M2  Umbrella  organization  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 
Forum  for  sharing  information  and  discussing  political  strategies 

SOCIAL  A 
POLITICAL  ACTION 

QAIDS  Committee  ot  Toronto.  See  Health,  below 

□  Bridges.  1 18  Spruce  St.  MSA  2J5.  Michael  Riordon 
(923-8089)  Group  connecting  lesbian,  gay  and  third  world  libera- 
tion struggles 

□  Chutzpah.  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4  489-4662  Group  for 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

□  Coalition  tor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G3  533-6824  Toronto  office:  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4. 
.'  Committee  to  Defend  John  Oamien.  291  Ontario  St.  Apt  6. 
M5A  2V8  925-6729 

□  Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  interviews  with  gay 
people  John  Grube.  961-8947 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  ot  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT)  —  Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9 

□  Day  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF,  105  Central  Sq.  York  University. 
4700  KeeleSt.  Oownsview.  ON  M3J  1P3  667-2515 

□  Gay  Asians  Toronto.  Box  752,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6  Info  Alan  at 
Glad  Day  Bookshop.  961-4161 . 

□  Gay  Association  ot  Mjritimers  in  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  tor  Maritimers  moving  to  Toronto 

□  Gay  Community  Appeal  ot  Toronto.  Box  2212.  Stn  P.  M5S  2T2 
869-3036.  Fund-raising  for  gay  and  lesbian  community  protects 

□  Gay  Community  Oance  Committee  (GCDC).  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  fund-raising  dances 

□  Gay  Courtwatch.  Room  337.  Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and  Bay) 
362-6928 

□  Gay  Fathers  ot  Toronto.  Box  187.  Stn  F,  M4Y  215  364-4164 
weeknights 

□  Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE).  Box  793. 
StnQ.  M4T2N7 

□  Gay  SIG.  Drawer  C622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X9  Group  ot  gay  members  of  MENSA  in  Canada 

□  Gay  Sell-Defence  Group.  2l5Danforth  Ave.  N'  4.  M4K  1N2 
466-6020  Organizes  courses  in  selt-detence  in  and  out  of  Toronto 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  c/o  SAC  Office.  1 2  Han  House  Cir- 
cle. University  of  Toronto.  M5S  1A1   Into  Chris  (964-0701)  or 
Eldon  (927-8866) 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62  Brampton.  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  (Brampton  Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians 
GaylineWest:  453-4426 

□  GLAD  (Gay/Lesbian  Action  lor  Disarmament).  Box  5794.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1P2  921)938 

□  Glad  Day  Defence  Fund.  648A  Yonge  St.  M4Y  2A6  961-4161 

□  International  Gay  Association  (Toronto)  c/o  Gay  Community 
Council,  above 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society,  c/o  SAC  12  Han  House 
Circle.  U  Of  T.  M5S  1A1   533-0674  (Linda)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra) 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  ot  Toronto.  Box  639  Stn  A 
M5W  1G2  961-7338 

D  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee  Box  793.  Stn  0. 
M4T  2N7  Organizes  annual  summer  celebration 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto,  c,  o  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  M4Y  2C9 

Lesbl»n  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group  Info  964  7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centre) 

Lesbian  Mothers  Defense  Fund  Box  38  StnE.  M6H  4E1 
4656822 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  Box 6597.  Stn  A  MSW  1X4  Into 
Michelle  al  789-4541  or  Debbie  at  964-7477  Speakers  for  myth- 
shattering  seminars  and  workshops  about  lesbians 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Box  6579  StnA  M5W1X4 
Lesbian  lemimsl  political  action  group 

Lesbians  ot  Colour  Political  social  group  Into  c/o  Bo>  7289. 
Stn  A.  M5W1X9 

Metamorphosis  Box  5963  Sin  A  M5w  i  P4  Transsexual  coun 
selling  and  services 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  Bo>  792  Sin  F 
M4Y  ?N7  964  1049 

Osjoode  Gay  Lesbian  Caucus.  York  University  4700  KeeleSt 
Downsview.  M3J  ?RS  S3?  2443  (Peter)  or  463  4721  iSheJKy) 

Parents  and  Friends  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays  tonxrto  5?  Routine  St 
Weston  ON  Mil  ?Y9  into  •  '05 

Parents  ol  Gays  Missismuoj  I   D  Anne  RutkHtge  J323  kings 
Masting 
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CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS  IN 

TORONTO  FROM 

MONDAY 


TO 

TUESDAY 

NOVEMBER  27 


i 


il 


FERRON   •   AT  THE  BATHURST  ST  THEATRE  OCTOBER  28 


MON/OCT  22 

DGoing  Public.  Three  evenings  of  video- 
tapes by  women.  See  Art. 

TUES/OCT  23 

□  Salo.  Pasolini's  last  film,  based  on  the 
Marquis  de  Sade's  infamous  novel,  Les  120 
journe'es  de  Sodome,  at  the  Bloor  Cinema,  as 
part  of  the  Forbidden  Films  Festival  —  if  the 
censors  don't  get  there  first.  See  Film. 

WED/OCT  24 

Him  Censorship  and  the  Arts.  A  seminar 
presented  by  the  Ontario  College  of  Art  with 
guest  speaker  Mary  Brown,  Chairman  (sic) 
of  the  Ontario  Board  of  Censors.  After 
speaking,  Ms  Brown  will  entertain  questions 
from  the  audience.  4:15  pm,  Rm  126,  100 
McCaul  St.  Admission  is  free. 
DCanoe  Reunion.  Anyone  who  took  part  in 
an  Out  &  Out  canoe  trip  this  year  is  invited 
to  an  evening  of  slides  and  chat.  927-0970. 

□  GLAUT.  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T  pre- 
sent a  talk  on  AIDS.  8  pm  at  the  Internation- 
al Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St.  Info: 
964-0701  (Chris)  or  927-8866  (Eldon). 

THURS/0CT25 

Din  the  Realm  of  the  Senses  and  WR: 
Mysteries  of  the  Organism.  At  the  Bloor 
Cinema  tonight  as  part  of  the  Forbidden 
Films  Festival.  See  Film. 
DGay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
group,  8  pm.  Info:  364-4164. 


FRI/0CT  26 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  will  be 
hosting  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Cana- 
dian District  of  MCC  from  Oct  26-28.  The 
conference  begins  Fri,  8  pm,  with  a  worship 
service  led  by  Rev  Ron  Bergerson,  District 
Coordinator.  The  Rev  Elder  Michael  Mank 
will  lead  a  workshop  on  "Discovering  Your 
Spiritual  Gifts"  Sat,  Oct  27,  and  will  be 


guest  preacher  at  the  regular  Sunday  morn- 
ing service.  Cost:  $15  for  food  and  registra- 
tion. Info:  536-2848. 

□  Tobermory  Cottage  Weekend.  Organized 
by  Out  &  Out,  with  the  GOOD  Club  of  Kit- 
chener-Waterloo. Through  Sun.  Info: 
927-0970. 

SAT/0CT  27 

□  Monster  Masque:  A  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Dance.  Get-out  your  get-ups  and  get-to  this 
Hallowe'en  bash,  organized  by  the  Gay 
Community  Dance  Committee.  More  than  a 
thousand  people  are  expected  to  take  part. 
Licenced;  costume  prizes.  Two  dance  floors: 
upstairs,  disco  and  rock  with  DJ  Bob  Harri- 
son, with  sound,  lighting  &  laser  by  Light- 
writer;  and  new  wave/women's  music  down- 
stairs, with  DJs  Barb  Droese,  Ilona  Laney 
and  Dave  Nash.  9  pm-5  am  at  The  Concert 
Hall,  888  Yonge  St.  Tickets  $7.50  advance 
(from  Glad  Day  Bookshop),  $8.50  at  door, 
$5  after  1 :30  am.  All  proceeds  to  29  lesbian 
and  gay  community  groups. 

Dale  Spender.  The  noted  author  of  several 
books  about  feminist  theorists,  language, 
education  and  the  history  of  the  women's 
movement  will  be  speaking  at  8  pm,  in  the 
Faculty  Lounge,  7th  fl,  Library  Science 
Building  at  Robarts  Library.  Hosted  by  Ox- 
ford University  Press,  Resources  for  Femin- 
ist Research  and  the  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore.  Admission  $3.  Info:  Ellea  Wright 
at  the  Women's  Bookstore,  922-8744. 
DRight  to  Privacy  Committee  Rummage 
Sale.  Check  out  the  goodies  and  help  sup- 
port the  RTPC.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  11  am-4  pm.  Donate  goods  Fri,  Oct 
26,  9-10:30  am  or  Sat,  10-11  am. 
DEntropy  Made  Visible.  Recent  works  by 
Kate  Wilson.  See  Art. 

SUN/OCT  28 

DCabbagetown  Group  Softball  League 
Annual  Meeting.  Nominations  for  election 
of  officers,  and  discussion  of  changes  to 


constitution.  Big  issues  this  year  are  whether 

to  affiliate  with  the  North  American  Gay 

Amateur  Athletic  Alliance,  and  whether  to 

maintain  the  competitive /recreational  split. 

DChutzpah's  Monthly  Brunch.  The  gay 

Jewish  group  will  be  gathering  at  the  Golden 

Griddle,  45  Carlton  St,  at  1  pm.  Info: 

489-4662. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  to  attend  a 

local  morning  service,  and  brunch  thereafter. 

Info:  925-0926. 

DFerron,  at  the  Bathurst  St  Theatre.  See 

Music. 

MON/OCT  29 

DLiberace!  See  Music. 

i  ISome  American  Feminists.  See  Film. 

DThe  Catherine  Wheel.  See  TV/Radio. 


TUES/OCT  30 


□  Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op  Infor- 
mation Meeting.  New  townhouses  and  apts 
Dec  and  Jan.  Find  out  all  about  co-op  living, 
women  &  kids  only.  7:30  pm,  299  Queen  St 
W,  Suite  401.  Info:  925-2475,  ext  330. 

□  Blood  Relations.  See  Theatre. 


WED/OCT  31 


Him  as  Political  Propaganda.  A  seminar 
presented  by  the  Ontario  College  of  Art, 
with  guest  speaker  Morris  Wolfe,  television 
critic  and. OCA  instructor.  This  session  will 
include  a  screening  of  the  NFB  documentary 
on  pornography,  Not  A  Love  Story.  4:15 
pm,  Rm  120,  100  McCaul  St.  Admission 
free. 

DSurrealist  Evening  at  the  ROM.  The  Royal 
Ontario  Museum  presents  The  Last  of  the 
Red  Hot  Dadas,  an  evening  of  surrealist  film 
with  live  accompaniment  by  the  Bill  Smith 
Jazz  Ensemble.  Two  silent  film  classics  will 
be  screened  —  L  'age  d'or  and  Un  chien  an- 
dalou,  both  examples  of  the  Dadaist  move- 
ment, which  repudiated  convention  and  was 
intended  to  shock.  Tickets:  $5  ($4  with  cos- 
tume) in  advance  from  the  ROM,  Pages 
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Bookstore,  the  Jazz  and  Blues  Centre,  Vor- 
tex, or  at  the  door.  9  pm  in  the  ROM  Thea- 
tre; entrance  through  the  south  side  doors 
between  the  museum  and  the  Planetarium. 

□  GLAUT.  Discussion  and  coffee  with  Gays 
and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  International  Stu- 
dent Centre,  33  St  George  St.  Info:  964-0701 
(Chris)  or  927-8866  (Eldon). 

□  Underlying  Acts.  Works  by  Leena 
Raudvee.  See  Art. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Reformation  Day/ 
All  Saints  Day  service.  Info:  925-0926. 

□  Cyndi  Lauper  on  MuchMusic.  See 
TV/Radio. 

□  Hallowe'en!  Lots  of  the  bars  around  town 
have  special  events  on  tap  for  tonight.  Check 
the  Bar  listings  on  page  25  for  numbers  you 
can  call  for  more  info  —  or  better  yet,  go 
pick  up  a  free  copy  of  Xtra  (TBP's  twice- 
monthly  guide  to  what's  on,  available 
wherever  you  go  out)  for  more  details. 

THUR/N0V1 

□  Gwendolyn,  professional  bad-girl,  takes 
on  the  world  like  only  a  sexual  outlaw  with  a 
barbed  wit  can.  She  appears  tonight  and  to- 
morrow with  the  jazz  band  Head  Hedland  at 
the  Hotel  Isabella,  556  Sherbourne.  921-4167. 

FRI/NOV  2 

□  Misfit.  David  MacLean's  multimedia 
piece,  part  of  the  R&D  Festival  at  the 
Theatre  Centre,  tonight  and  tomorrow.  See 
Theatre. 

□  Bratty  at  the  Beverley  Tavern  tonight  and 
tomorrow.  See  Music. 

SAT/NOV  3 

□  Spontaneous  Art  Therapy  Workshop.  To 

help  gay  people  communicate.  9:30  am-4  pm 
at  the  Toronto  Art  Therapy  Institute,  216  St 
Clair  Ave  W.  To  preregister:  921-4374. 

□  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood.  Tonight  and 
tomorrow  night  at  the  Concert  Hall.  See 
Music. 

WED/NOV  7 

□  Painting  and  the  Political  Message.  A 

seminar  presented  by  the  Ontario  College  of 
Art,  with  guest  speaker  John  Scott.  Also 
present  will  be  John  Grube,  Alex  Liros  and 
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Clarence  Barnes,  members  of  the  gay  artists' 
collective,  JAC.  4:15  pm,  Rm  120,  100  Mc- 
Caul  St.  Admission  free. 

□  MCC  Fund  raising  Dinner.  This  pay- what  - 
you-can  supper  will  include  Hungarian 
chicken  paprikash  and  baked  good  by  Den- 
nis Findlay  of  Altitude  Baking.  All  proceeds 
will  go  for  renovation  of  the  church.  730 
Bathurst  St.  For  more  info:  536-2848. 

□  GLAUT  hosts  a  discussion  with  Pauline 
Martin  of  Parents  of  Gays,  Toronto.  8  pm  at 
the  International  Student  Centre,  33  St 
George  St.  Info:  964-0701  (Chris)  or 
927-8866  (Eldon). 


THUR/N0V8 


□  The  Battle  Over  Sex  Representation.  A 
paper  presented  by  activist  Gary  Kinsman. 
Sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Academ- 
ic Society  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  8  pm 
in  the  Rhodes  Room,  Trinity  College, 
Hoskin  Ave. 

□  Orientations.  Screening  of  a  videotape 
about  lesbian  and  gay  Asians,  made  by  Rich- 
ard Fung  in  cooperation  with  Gay  Asians 
Toronto.  Tonight  and  tomorrow  at  8  pm  at 
A  Space,  204  Spadina  Ave.  364-3227.  Admis- 
sion: $3  +  1  ($2  +  1  for  A  Space  members)  — 
the  $1  surcharge  is  to  assist  A  Space  in  its 
legal  costs  for  their  recent  battles  against  the 
censor  board. 

□  Charrington  Show.  See  TV/Radio. 


THUR/N0V9 


□  The  Medical  Show,  or  the  Mystery  of  the 
Purple  Hand.  Amanda  Hale's  look  at  the 
manipulation  of  women  by  medicine;  part  of 
the  R&D  Festival  at  the  Theatre  Centre. 
Tonight,  Fri  and  Sat.  See  Theatre. 


M0N/N0V12 
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□  Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op  Infor- 
mation Meeting.  See  Oct  30. 

□  Charles  Pierce  begins  his  gala  drag  show 
at  the  Imperial  Room  tonight.  See  Theatre. 


TUES/N0V  13 


□  Hands  Off.  The  Sparkes  Gallery  presents 
an  exhibition  of  sculpture  and  photography 
until  Nov  30.  Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend 
the  opening  reception  Nov  13  at  8  pm.  Sandi 
Cooper  will  be  exhibiting  a  series  of  abstract 
plaster  sculptures  modelled  after  parts  of  the 
human  figure;  Pam  Gawn  will  show  a  series 
of  black-and-white  photographs  addressing 
themes  of  androgyny,  gender  identification 
and  photographic  illusion.  1114  Queen  St  W. 
531-1243. 

□  GLAUT.  Chris  Bearchell  and  Gillian  Rod- 
gerson,  collective  members  of  The  Body 
Politic,  will  talk  with  Gays  and  Lesbians  at 
U  of  T.  International  Student  Centre,  33  St 
George  St,  8  pm.  Info:  964-0701  (Chris)  or 
927-8866  (Eldon). 

□  American  Demon.  Preview  tonight,  open- 
ing tomorrow  night.  See  Theatre. 

THUR/N0V15 

□  Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret.  Set  to  open 
tonight  at  the  Theatre  Centre.  See  preview, 
page  28. 


SAT/NOV  17 


□  Annual  Fall  Auction  at  the  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre.  Proceeds  will  support 
the  Centre's  programmes;  donations  from 
the  community  are  most  welcome.  Preview 
of  items  for  auction,  1-2  pm;  auction  with 
Alderperson  Jack  Layton  as  auctioneer,  2-4 
pm.  Potluck  dinner  and  dance  later  in  the 
evening.  For  further  information  or  to  do- 
nate items  for  auction,  please  contact  Penny 
Lamy  or  Gary  Whynacht  at  923-2778. 

□  Pathways  to  You.  A  Natural  Health  Expo 
at  the  Metro  Toronto  Convention  Centre  at 
at  the  foot  of  the  CN  Tower.  Health  and  heal- 
ing products,  food,  speakers,  videos,  enter- 
tainment and  much  more.  Until  Nov  19.  Ad- 
mission: $4.  Info:  698-3700  or  698-3923. 

□  Bratty  at  the  Cameron  Hotel.  See  Music. 

□  Print  and  Pottery  Sale  at  Printmakers 
Gallery.  See  Art. 


M0N/N0V  19 


□  Salo.  Another  chance  to  see  the  Pasolini 
film.  Presented  by  the  Toronto  Film  Society, 
7:30  pm  in  the  Town  Hall,  St  Lawrence  Cen- 
tre for  the  Arts.  366-7723.  Members  only. 

□  Lesbians  and  Gays  in  the  United  Church. 
An  open  meeting  with  United  Church  Mod- 
erator Robert  Smith.  Sponsored  by  Affirm. 
At  Metropolitan  United  Church,  51  Bond  St, 
7:30  pm. 


WED/NOV  21 


□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Social  /discussion 
meeting.  Info:  925-0926. 


THUR/NOV22 

□Through  Her  Eyes.  First  day  of  the  Inter- 
national Women's  Film  Festival.  See  Film. 

SAT/NOV  24 

□  Rev  Eilert  Frerichs,  chaplain  of  Hart 
House,  speaks  on  the  United  Church  and 
Homosexuality.  Hosted  by  Gays  and  Les- 
bians at  U  of  T.  8  pm  at  the  International 
Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St.  Info 
964-0701  (Chris)  or  927-8866  (Eldon). 


SUN/NOV  25 


□Chutzpah.  The  gay  Jewish  group  holds 

their  monthly  brunch  at  the  Church  St  Cafe. 

Meet  at  1  pm  at  485  Church  St  (at  Wellesley). 

Info:  489-4662. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  to  attend 

morning  service;  brunch  thereafter.  Info: 

925-0926. 

I  IJeanne  Moreau.  The  noted  French  actress 

and  director  at  Harbourfront  for  Through 

Her  F.yes.  See  Film. 

TUES/NOV  27 

Man  Meigs.  I  he  author  of  /  ih  Bria 
t  Se//- Port rait  and  TheMedtoa  ffeoflfreadi 

it  the  Scarborough  Campus  ot  the  timer 
sits  of  Toronto,  in  the  Faculty  1  ounge  at  7 
pm.  Everyone  welcome. 
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MONDAYS 


□  The  Women's  Group.  Support  group  for 
lesbians,  8  pm.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Raechel,  936-0527. 

□  Overeaters  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


□  Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 
593-6217. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  7:30  pm, 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 


WEDNESDAYS 


□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  7:30  pm. 
Wheelchair-accessible. 

□  Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


Zami.  New  group  for  black  and  West  Indi- 
an lesbians  and  gay  men.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  8  pm. 


WEEKENDS 


FRIDAYS 


□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  8  pm,  Inter- 
national Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St. 
Check  923-GAYS  for  weekly  topic.  All 
welcome. 

SUNDAYS 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor), 

5  pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Wor- 
ship at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm;  singspiration  15 
minutes  before  each  service.  Sunday  school 
provided  for  11  am  service.  Wheelchair-ac- 
cessible; services  on  first  Sun  of  each  month 
signed  for  the  deaf.  730  Bathurst. 

□  Christos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne  &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
489-4293  (days)  or  248-1733  (evenings). 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 

□  Lesbians  of  Colour.  7:30  pm.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  St 
(MCC). 


PHONELINES 


□  Alcoholics  Anonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

□  Gaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  days  a  week,  7-11  pm. 

□  Lesbian  Phoneline 960-3249 

Tues7:30-10:30pm. 

□  Ga>  Community  Calendar. . .  923-GAYS 

□  GayCourtwatch 362-6928 

□  GayFathersofToronto   364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

□  SpousesofGays 967-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

□  Toronto  Area  Gays(TAG) 964-6600 

Mon-Fri  7-10  pm. 

Counselling,  info. 

HBisexualsInternalional.    (215)425-3894 
(Philadelphia). 

(IRPA  960-6318 

Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Pohee 
Activities  24-hour  confidential  hotline. 
Trouble  with  the  police?  Call  us  first! 
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GOLDEN  HAND- 
ME-DOWN  IN 
TOUGH  TERRITORY 

The  plays  by  Sky  Gilbert  that  I  have  seen 
in  the  past  haven't  impressed  me  much. 
Often  they  have  been  sexist  and  not  rep- 
resentative of  our  community.  This  time, 
though,  Gilbert  has  introduced  a  shot  of 
realism  into  his  work  and  come  up  with  a 
searing  new  show  that  is  truly  different 
from  what  has  gone  before. 

The  Dressing  Gown  focuses  on  the 
stereotypes  of  gay  men  in  society  and 
weaves  them  together  with  the  passing- 
on,  from  person  to  person,  of  the  gold- 
threaded  gown  featured  in  the  title  —  a 
change  from  Buddies  in  Bad  Times'  focus 
on  plays  about  gay  poets  and  artists. 

This  is  the  best -crafted  piece  of  gay 
theatre  I  have  seen  in  Toronto.  Writer  and 
director  Gilbert  manages  to  impart  hu- 
manity, emotion  and  thought  to  his  char- 
acters. Some  striking  comic  scenarios  are 
developed  in  which  opposing  stereotypes 
interact  and  the  ensuing  confrontations 
and  emotions  take  their  course.  For  ex- 
ample, a  young  macho  male  who  denies 
his  homosexuality  persists  in  his  virile 
pursuits,  but  beds  a  ditsy  blond-wigged 
transvestite  by  mistake.  To  his  credit, 
Gilbert  is  not  satisfied  merely  to  exploit 
the  humour  of  such  an  encounter.  He 
takes  the  situation  further,  to  the  harsh- 
ness and  the  tragedy  behind  the  humour. 
We  see  the  transvestite,  Stephen,  thrown 
out  by  David  (Alan  Powell)  after  a  quick 
fuck,  and  then  threatened  with  violence. 
When  Stephen  strips  down  and  changes 
into  men's  clothing,  we  understand  the 
disappointment  he  suffers  being  a  man  he 
doesn't  want  to  be. 

A  rounded  and  multi-dimensional  the- 
atrical experience  results  from  these  ex- 
pansions on  stereotypes.  Unfortunately, 
such  sequences  are  not  only  too  brief  but 
raise  questions  about  closely  associated 
situations  that  are  denied  any  depth  of 
discussion.  For  example,  the  only  woman 
in  the  play  asks,  "Why  is  sex  so  impor- 
tant to  gay  men?",  but  meets  only  silence. 
Gilbert  leaves  blanks  like  this,  I  think, 
because  he  is  intent  on  making  his  audi- 
ence think  —  too  much  theatre  tries  to 
answer  questions  it  cannot,  or  insults  its 
patrons  by  thinking  on  their  behalf. 

The  play  flows  well  with  a  plotline  that 
is  slim.  This  is  actually  a  commendable 
risk.  The  audience  focuses  more  on  the 
sketchy  socio-political  commentaries 
without  being  bored  or  caught  up  in  fol- 
lowing stage  action.  We  are  encouraged 
to  draw  our  own  individual  conclusions 
on  the  subjects.  I  admire  Gilbert's  style  of 
writing  and  his  lack  of  conspicuous  mor- 
alizing, but  more  focused,  direct  writing 
in  some  scenes  could  have  heightened  the 
play's  intensity,  or  made  the  inane  nature 
of  many  questions  and  subjects  (Why 
gay?  s/m,  agism  and  transvestism)  more 
apparent.  Often,  subtleties  were  almost 
lost  in  the  humour. 

The  gown,  a  fascinating  transitional 
symbol,  represents  homosexuality  and  its 
guises.  It  is  just  a  shell,  like  the  characters 
themselves,  but  it  has  humanity  woven 
right  into  it,  in  the  form  of  golden  strands 
of  a  woman's  hair.  Some  of  the  robe's  se- 
quential owners  think  it  is  tacky  or  em- 
barrassing. Some  hide  it.  Others  embrace 
it  and  it  becomes  an  heirloom  passed 
from  gay  man  to  gay  man  along  with  its 
mysticism.  A  subtle  and  brilliant  image 
created  by  Gilbert. 

In  fact,  the  only  significant  disap- 
pointment in  Gilbert's  work  is  his  lone 
female  character  who,  though  she  is  not  a 


Joe-Norman  Shaw  and  Martha  Cronyn  in  Dressing  Gown:  a  stereotype  left  unbroken 


sex  object  or  in  awe  of  the  cock,  is  a  role- 
playing,  naive  sentimentalist  with  ever- 
apparent  nurturing  qualities  and  roman- 
ticisms. A  stereotype?  Yes.  But  it  is  left 
unbroken;  it  is  merely  used  to  dig  deeper 
into  the  men.  Perhaps  Gilbert  doesn't  see 
that  such  women  —  whore,  mother,  vir- 
gin —  must  also  be  struck  open.  Women 
working  in  the  theatre  should  not  be  left 
to  accomplish  this  alone. 

Interlacing  the  show  is  David  Sereda's 
music,  which  enhances  many  of  the  vig- 
nettes by  drawing  us  further  into  these 
glimpses  of  the  stereotype's  human  na- 
ture. Patsy  Lang's  set  design  —  a  fold- 
out  storybook  of  flats  forming  the  differ- 
ent scenes  —  is  also  outstanding.  The 
variation  of  materials  and  ingenuity  with 
which  the  set  was  constructed  and  used  is 
so  slick  and  tight  —  fantastic.  The  set 
folds  out  gradually  as  the  story  deepens 
and  retracts  as  the  play  nears  its  end. 
Lang's  lighting  design,  which  builds  the 
fantasy  for  many  scenes,  is  artisitically 
and  technically  amazing  considering  the 
limited  equipment  available  at  the 
Theatre  Centre. 

Sky  Gilbert  is  a  prolific  writer  —  some- 
times writing  a  play  in  two  weeks  —  and 
this  makes  his  work  fascinating.  It's  real 
top-of-the-head  writing.  He's  not  intent 
on  making  his  writing  safe  for  compla- 
cent consumers:  he  sometimes  points  a 
finger  at  gay  men  or  men  in  general  and 
says  that  they  can  be  careless,  oppressive 
and  power-hungry.  The  task  he  has  taken 
on  is  a  tough  one.  With  The  Dressing 
Gown,  Gilbert  has  made  a  new  mark  by 
making  social  statements  louder  but  re- 
taining a  biting  comedic  flair. 

Jane  Smith  □ 

The  Dressing  Gown,  at  the  Theatre  Centre, 
Poor  Alex  Theatre,  296  Brunswick  A  ve,  has 
been  scheduled  to  close  Oct  21,  but  may  be 
held  over.  Info:  927-8998. 


AND  "NORMAL 
ABERRATIONS" 

Have  you  ever  wanted  to  see  the  Ballet  of 
the  Wild  Garbage  Bags?  Or  how  about 
Night  of  the  Nocturnal  Suckers? 

Well,  now  is  your  big  chance.  These 
two  skits,  along  with  ten  others,  equally 
twisted,  are  being  brought  to  the  Toronto 
Workshop  Productions  Theatre  courtesy 
of  Greg  Malone  and  Tommy  Sexton,  in  a 
fun-packed  evening  entitled  Two  Foolish 
to  Talk  About. 

Malone  and  Sexton  are  from  Codco,  a 
political  satire  group  from  Newfoundland 


which  was  quite  popular  on  the  Canadian 
theatre  circuit  in  the  late  '70s.  Over  the 
years,  the  group  dissolved,  and  now 
Malone  and  Sexton  are  on  their  own. 

Sexton,  who  half-jokingly  says  "all  the 
best  performers  are  gay,"  is  happy  doing 
Two  Foolish  because  it  gives  him  the  free- 
dom to  do  openly  gay  material.  Both 
Malone  and  Sexton  say  their  mission  is 
"to  take  gays  to  the  world,"  and  to  make 
them  seem  "like  a  normal  aberration  in 
life." 

Two  Foolish  to  Talk  About  has  been 
travelling  throughout  Canada,  collecting 
rave  reviews  along  the  way.  Of  their 
dozen  skits,  the  one  called  "Ah  Roma 
and  Flab  Dance"  is  probably  the  most 
popular.  Sexton  and  Malone  play  preten- 
tious film  critics,  but  it  is  the  film  clips 
they  review  —  which  they  themselves 
made  for  the  skit  —  that  draw  the  most 
laughs. 

This  is  a  production  you  would  be  two 
foolish  to  miss.  JohnMoreauD 

Two  Foolish  to  Talk  About,  at  Toronto  Work- 
shop Productions,  12  Alexander  St,  Oct  23-28. 
Information:  925-8640. 


LYRICISM  AND 
PASSION  AND  ...? 

Everything's  ready  to  go  with  this  new 
play  —  except  the  script!  The  play  is 
called  Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret,  and  it 
opens  in  Toronto  November  15.  It's  co- 
produced  by  Buddies  in  Bad  Times  and 
Theatre  Passe  Muraille.  It's  by  singer 
David  Sereda  and  playwright  Henry  van 
Rijk.  The  style,  obviously,  is  cabaret. 

But  what  about  the  script? 

"It's  about  me  being  gay,"  the  two 
writers  say  at  the  same  time.  "It's  satirical 
and  it's  about  sex,"  says  David.  Henry 
adds  that  cabaret  happens  in  a  time  of 
repression.  Dance  Hall  Boys  will  be  polit- 
ical. And  fun.  David  Sereda  says  in  his 
song  "Dinosaur  Eyes"  that  "From  the 
fringe  there  is  so  much  to  see  /  You're 
looking  in  from  the  periphery." 

The  authors  have  had  the  idea  for  the 
play  for  some  time.  With  help  from  Sky 
Gilbert  and  seed  money  from  Passe  Mur- 
aille, the  show  is  on  and  will  run  at  the 
Poor  Alex  Theatre,  now  the  home  of 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times. 

The  production  is  a  seed  show  and  this 
means  several  things:  The  media  can't  of- 
ficially review  it;  the  authors  will  be  able 
to  rework  the  show  as  it  runs  according  to 
what  tickles  or  piques  the  audiences;  and 
the  show  has  a  future  as  a  legitimate  pro- 


duction. David  and  Henry  say  they've  had 
inquiries,  but  they  won't  say  where  from. 

Both  David  and  Henry  beat  their  sep- 
arate paths  to  Toronto  from  their  home- 
town of  Edmonton.  David  is  already 
quite  well-known  from  his  album  Chivalry 
Lives  and  his  nationwide  tours.  He  spent 
October  acting  in  Sky  Gilbert's  play  The 
Dressing  Gown. 

Henry  is  less  well-known,  but  look  out 
when  he  starts  to  talk.  There  are  lots  of 
quotables,  powerful  even  without  con- 
text: "You  can  make  a  decision  to  be 
different."  And  "Somebody  has  to  get 
fucked  around  here."  And  a  line  about 
"putting  your  dick  in  other  places."  He 
wants  Dance  Hall  Boys  to  comment  on 
the  growing  norms  in  the  gay  world:  how 
gay  lib  has  "liberated  people  to 
conform." 

In  the  same  vein,  David  comments,  "I 
have  a  lot  of  things  to  talk  about  that 
aren't  in  plays  like  La  Cage  awe  Folles  or 
Torch  Song  Trilogy."  He  shares  enough 
experiences,  smarts  and  talent  with  Henry 
van  Rijk  to  let  them  claim  that,  if  people 
want  a  little  intelligence,  lyricism  and  pas- 
sion, they  should  see  Dance  Hall  Boys. 

Whatever  it's  going  to  be. 

Phil  Shaw  □ 

Dance  Hall  Boys  Cabaret.  From  Nov  15  at  the 
Theatre  Centre,  Poor  Alex  Theatre,  296  Bruns- 
wick Avenue.  927-8998. 


A  BIZARRE 
HOUSEHOLD  OF 
HUNGRY  NEEDS 

After  an  absence  of  28  years,  Lennox 
Davenport  has  returned  home  with  Scott 
Davis,  a  hustler  he  picked  up  some 
months  before,  in  tow.  He  walks  into  a 
household  as  bizarre  as  anything  in  a  sur- 
realist painting.  His  father  Hudson  is 
convinced  that  the  earth  is  being  popu- 
lated by  blacks  and  Asians  from  outer 
space;  his  mother  Vi  thinks  Hudson  is 
digging  her  grave  in  the  back  yard  and  in- 
tends to  kill  her;  his  sister  Wanda  May 
wants  to  run  off  to  Nashville  and  become 
a  C&W  star;  his  young  nephew  Curtis, 
apparently  retarded,  kills  cats,  "bothers 
men  in  parks"  and  has  more  than  a  pass- 
ing interest  in  the  kiss  that  Lennox  gives 
Scott. 

Peter  Garrett 's  American  Modern 
combines  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  humour 
—  most  of  it  based  on  non  sequiturs  and 
a  crazy  sort  of  logic  —  with  a  theme  of 
loneliness,  but  ultimately  the  two  don't 
complement  each  other  to  move  the 
audience. 

The  gays  in  this  world  are  as  emotion- 
ally needy  as  the  straights.  When  Scott 
can't  get  the  security  he  needs  from  Len- 
nox, he  turns  immediately  to  Curtis  and 
begins  working  on  him.  The  love  in  this 
play  is  a  hungry  need,  one  that  will  de- 
vour if  it's  allowed  to.  At  the  play's  end, 
the  ingenuous  Curtis  and  the  street -wise 
Scott  are  left  to  set  up  house  together,  but 
even  this  situation  is  ambiguous  —  they 
kiss  tentatively,  eye  each  other  warily, 
and  proceed  to  the  bedroom.  Has  Scott 
freed  an  emotional  monster?  Whose  love 
will  be  the  more  engulfing? 

The  play  benefits  enormously  from  the 
work  of  Kiefer  Sutherland  (Donald 
Sutherland's  son)  as  Curtis,  a  shy,  moth- 
er-dominated boy  who  wanders  around 
like  a  nervous  dog  hoping  for  table 
scraps.  When  Scott  (John  O'Krancy) 
gives  him  attention,  Curtis  blossoms  with 
self-confidence  and,  one  imagines  for  the 
first  time,  a  sense  of  the  joy  in  living. 

Jon  Kaplan  □ 

Peter  Garrett 's  American  Modern.  Mon-Fri, 
8  pm;  Sat  6  and  9:30  pm;  Wed,  2  pm.  Bay  view 
Playhouse,  1605  Bayview  A  ve.  Tickets: 
481-6191  or  BASS  outlets. 
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SOCIAL  A  POLITICAL  ACTION 

continued  from  page  25 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPCL  730  8athurst  St.  M5S  2R4 
Delence  committee  lor  gays  arrested  under  bawdyhouse  laws. 
Cheques  or  charges  pyable  to:  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC.  Into: 
961-8046  or  362-2877.  Also  runs  Courtwatch  (362-6928) 

□  Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  For  meeting  dates  call  923-GAYS 

□  Spouses  of  Gays.  206  St  Clair  Ave  W.  M4V  1R2  920-5546  (Caryn 
Miller). 

□Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance  ot  the  Deal.  Box  671,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6 
□Zami.  New  support/political/social  group  lor  black  and  West  In- 
dian lesbians  and  gay  men.  meeting  every  Thurs.  8  pm.  at  519 
Church  St.  Info  C/o  Box  7289.  Stn  A,  M5W 1X9. 

HEALTH  & 


□  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto.  Box  55,  Sin  F.  M4Y  214  926-1626 
(Mon-Fri,  9  am-5  pm).  Educates  public  about  the  syndrome, 
especially  AIDS-aflected  communities,  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS. 

□Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/gay  fellowships  964-3962 

□  The  Centre  for  Sexually  Assaulted  Males  (SAM).  Box  597.  Stn  0. 
M4A  2P4  928-0772.  Phonelines  open  7  pm  lo  5  am. 

□  Daycare  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  Si  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9. 
Phoneline:  243-5494,  7-10  pm,  seven  days  a  week  Free  face-to-lace 
counselling  service,  Thursdays  7-10  pm. 

□  Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  floor. 

M5B  1M2.  977-21 53.  Tues,  Wed.  Thurs.  6  30-9  30  pm  Professional 
counselling  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Call  for  appt  or  drop  in. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Phoneline:  364-4164.  7-10pm.  Mon-Fri. 

□  Gay  Men's  Discussion  Groups.  Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre 978-3977. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St.  2nd  floor.  M4Y  2E3. 
922-0603.  VD  into,  testing  and  treatment  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9 
pm:  Tues.  Thurs,  10  am-3  pm:  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  10  am-2  pm  Bath 
clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Roman's. 

□  Lesbian  PhoneBno.  Box  70.  Sin  F.  M4Y  2L4  960-3249  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times.  Speakers  available. 

□  Sex  Ed  Centre,  c/o  U  of  T  Office  of  Admissions,  31 5  Bloor  St  W, 
Room  107.  M5S  1A3.  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sis.  behind  Admissions 
Bldg.  978-3977  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  Tcampus.  Gay  counsellors 
every  Tues.  10am-9pm 

□  Sexual  Compulsions  Group.  206  St  Clair  Ave  W.  M4Y1R2  Group 
in  formation  Please  write  describing  present  feelings.  Include  age 
and  telephone  number  lor  information  about  first  meeting. 

□  Toronto  Area  Gays.  Box  6706.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X5.  964-6600  Free 
peer  counselling  and  inlo  lor  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Mon-Fri: 
7pm-10pm. 

□Trt-Ald  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave,  M4Y  1K9.  Gay  youth, 
streetwork.  parkwatch,  public  education,  agency  consultations. 


□Association  of  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  St. 

M4Y  1M8.  Social  work  sludents  also  welcome 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  7086,  Sin  A.  M5W  1X7  920-1882 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  health-care  delivery 

and  research. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513.  Adelaide  St  Stn. 

M5C  2J6.  Non-profit  guild  with  more  than  70  members;  publishes 

directory  twice  a  year. 


RELIGIOUS 


□  Affirmation,  a  support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Mormons  and 
their  freinds.  For  information,  write  Drawer  E622,  Box  7289.  Sin 
A.  M5W1X9. 

□  Christos  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1 193.  Stn  F. 
M4Y  2T8  968-7423.  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  lo  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronto 

i .  Chutzpah.  See  Social/political  action  listings. 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249.  Stn  E.  M6H  4E2  960-3997  Group  tor 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  friends. 

□  Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873.  SlnF,  M4Y  2N9  Pastoral  ministry 
for  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends  593-621 7  Chaplains 
available  lor  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch.  980  Broadview 
Ave,  Apt  2309.  M4K  3Y1 .  925-0926  (David).  Support  and  fellow- 
ship lor  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  triends.  Meets  1  st 
and  3rd  Wed  ol  month 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Balhursl  St.  M5S  2R4. 
536-2848.  Christian  church  with  special  ministry  to  gay 
community 

Seventh-Day  Adventists  Kinship  International.  For  past  and 
present  gay  and  lesbian  Adventists  c/o  Jeremy  Young,  Box  408. 
Sin  C,  M6J  3P5 

Spirit.  730BathurstSt.  M5S  2R4  482-1817  Support  group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  friends 

Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homosexuals.  Box  626. 
StnQ.  M4T  1L0. 


NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

r  The  Sisters  ot  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Orawer  OPI.  c/oBox  7289. 
Stn  A.  M5W  1X9 


Cabbagetown Group  Softball  League.  Box  1113.  SlnF. 
M4Y  2T8 

Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League  Info  bulletin  boards  in 
bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA  (below)  Sept-May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 
evenings),  also  summer  league 

MGM  Bowling  League.  Second  season  Sundays,  7  pm  at 
Bathurst  Bowlerama(BathurstandGlencairn)  Info  Garth 
(961-1645)or  Wayne  (961  1718) 

Not-to  Amazon  Softball  League  All  lesbian  recreation  league 
Inlo  967-7440  or  466-9341 

Out  and  Out  Club  Box  331.  SlnF.  M4Y  2L7  927  0970  Ouldoor 
activities  lor  gay  people 
i   Pool  Bar  League  Inlo  at  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA 

Rhrerdele  Curling  League  Write  c/o  TSA 
'   Rhrordale  Volleyball  League  Sepi  April  season  Inlo  at 
Buddy's,  or  wrile  c/o  TSA 

Rotators  Curling  League  Write  c/o  TSA 
I  ISalukis.  All  lesbian  sottball  learn  Box  6597.  Sin  A.  M5W  1X4 
964-7477 


□Toronto  Historical  Bowling  Society.  Sept-May  season;  Tues. 
Wed.  Fri  and  Sat  evenings,  and  Sun  afternoon  Also  summer 
league  Inlo:  423-5955.  or  write  100-2  Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2. 
□Toronto  Sports  Alliance  (TSA)  Box  11 13.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2T8 
□Womyn  Out  Doors  (WOODS)  Women-identitied  women  sharing 
outdoor  skills  and  experiences.  Outings,  workshops  and  trips  Box 
462.  Stn  P,  M5S  2S9. 


PUBLICATIONS  & 
INFORMATION 

□  Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  730 
Bathurst  SI,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 

Bisexuals  International  (Philadelphia).  (215)  425-3894 

□  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Sin  A,  M5W  1X9  364-6320 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  Sin  A.  M5W  1G2  364-2759 

□  Canadian  Women's  Movement  Archives.  Box  928.  StnQ. 
M4T  2P1   597-8865. 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297).  Box  8. 
Adelaide  Si  Stn,  M5C  2H8  24  hour  recorded  message  of  weekly 
events.  To  get  info  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays 

□  Gayline  West.  453-GGCO  Community  info  for  Mississauga  and 
parts  west  of  Metro 

□  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  648AYonge  St,  2nd  floor.  M5Y  2A6. 
961-4161 .  Mon  10-8;  Tue-Wed  10-6;  Thurs-Fri  10-9;  Sal  10-6. 
Sun  1 2-6.  Moving  Nov  1  lo  598  Yonge  St,  2nd  fl . 

□  Grapevine,  Box  38.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E1 .  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund  newsletter.  2-3  issues/year. 

□  Lesbian/Lesbienne.  National  newsletter  367-0589  (Kerry). 

□  Metamorphosis.  Box  5963.  Sin  A,  M5W  1P4  Newsletter  tor 
transsexuals. 

□  Rites.  Magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  Box  65.  SlnF. 
M4Y  2L4. 

□  Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre.  SURPI,  380  Vic- 
toria St.  M5B  1W7.  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective.  Les- 
bian and  feminist  music,  interviews  and  announcements.  Sundays 


at  noon  CKLN-FM88 .1.  To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838 

□  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord  St.  M5S  1G4 
922-8744 

□  The  Web.  821-1416  Free  monthly  newsletter  of  women's 
events.  Available  al  SCM  Bookstore.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Cameo.  Together.  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCC 


WOMEN'S 


The  following  is  a  select  list  ol  women's  services  in  Toronto  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  lesbians. 

□  Broadside.  Box  494.  Sin  P.  M5S  2T1   598-3513  Monthly  fem- 
inist newspaper.  Substantial  contributions  by  lesbians 

□  Constance  Hamilton  Housing  Co-op.  For  women  only  523  Melita 
Cres,  M6G  3X9  532-8860 

□  Firewood.  Box  279.  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2  977-8681   Feminist  quar- 
terly ol  politics  and  the  arts. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  Si.  second  floor, 
M4Y  2E3.  922-0566  Free  medical  clinic  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological info  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals.  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri.  10  am-3  pm;  Tues.  Thur,  4  pm- 
8  pm.  Call  ahead. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L4 
789-4541 .  Independent  socialist-feminisl  organization. 
□Jessie's  Centre  tor  Teenage  Women.  154  Bathurst  Si.  M5V  2R3 
365-1888.  Multi-service  agency.  Lesbian-positive. 

□  Macphall  House.  389  Church  SI,  M5B  2A1 .  977-1037  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  lor  women  16-25  Shared  co-op  apartments 

□  Nellie's  Hostel  tor  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave.  M4M  2G8. 
461-1084  Temporary  hostel  for  women  16andover.  including 
mothers  with  children 

□  Power  and  Trust,  S/M.  Call  it  what  you  want  Toronto  lesbian 
S/M  support  group  now  in  formation  (and  we  don't  have  a  name 
yet!)  For  further  info,  send  SASE  to  Drawer  E774.  Box  7289,  Stn 
A,  M5W1X9  (Note  that  the  Drawer  number  given  in  the  last  issue. 
E600,  was  incorrect.) 

□  Sisfering.  Drop-in  centre  lor  transient  women.  Counselling  and 


referrals  for  housing,  doctors,  social  agencies,  etc.  Free  coffee  and 
lunch  in  a  non-threatening,  supportive  atmosphere  Mon-Fri,  8 
am-4  pm.  Scadding  Court  Community  Centre,  707  Oundas  W  (al 
Bathurst)  366-0001 

□  Stop  86.  86  Madison  Ave.  M5R  2S4  922-3271   Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  lor  women  under  25. 

□  Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre.  22  Davisville  Ave. 
M4S  1E8  487-2807  9-5  Mon-Thurs.  9-2  30  Fri.  Employment 
counselling,  |ob  search  and  career  planning  workshops 

□  Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Sell-Help  Network.  Suite  202.  Box 
2213,  Stn  P,  M5S2T2  Phoneline:  961-7319  Sell-help  group  lor 
women  addicted  lo  alcohol  and  other  drugs  Weekly  meetings 

Toronto  Area  Caucus  of  Women  and  the  Law.  Box  231   Sin  B 
M5T  2T2 

□  Toronto  Differently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee 
929-9327  (weekday  mornings) 

□Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X4  Crisis 
line:  964-8080  Business  line  964-7477  Inlo.  sell-defence 
courses 

□  Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op.  Coming  soon  Info  921-4755 

□  U  of  T  Women's  Newsmagazine.  For  feminists  on  and  off  cam- 
pus 44  Si  George  St.  2nd  fir,  M5S  2E4  Inlo  Brenda  534-4021 . 

□  Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change.  22  Davisville  SI. 
M4S  1E8  534-1161 

□  Women's  Counselling,  Relerral  and  Education  Centre.  348  Col- 
lege St.  M5T  1S4  Phoneline  open  Mon-Fri  1-4  pm  924-0766 
Education  about  and  referral  lo  self-help  groups  and  other  com- 
munity resources 

□  Women's  Independent  Thoughtz(WITZ).  Group  for  exchange  of 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours  768-9496  or  536-31 62 

□  Women's  Media  Alliance,  c/o  940  Oueen  Si  E.  M4M  1J7  Phyllis 
Waugh.  466-8840 

□  Women's  Resource  Centre.  OISE.  252  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1V6 
923-6641 .  Ext  244  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes 

□  Womensports.  Women's  sports  store  561  Ml  Pleasant  Rd( sol 
Eglmton).  481-2531 

□Womynly  Way  Productions.  427  Bloor  St  W.  M5S  i  X7 
925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical 
performances  to  the  city. 
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Gay  Liberation  101 —plus 


Ed  Jackson  on 

The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk 

and  Before  Stonewall 

/  #  ■  ■  ■  hat  was  Stonewall  any- 
||  ■  JB  ■  way?"  The  young  woman 
■■■M    who  asked  the  question 
was  sincere.  She  had  just 
sat  through  a  screening  of 
Before  Stonewall,  the  new  documentary 
on  the  history  of  lesbian  and  gay  life  in 
America,  but  somehow  had  missed  the 
film's  early  explanation  of  the  event  that 
has  come  to  symbolize  the  beginning  of 
modern  gay  politics. 

Her  curiosity  aroused,  she  lingered 
after  the  screening  to  ask  for  clarification 
from  the  film's  director,  Greta  Schiller. 
Schiller  patiently  explained  that  the 
Stonewall  Inn  was  a  gay  bar  in  New 
York's  Greenwich  Village  where,  in  1969, 
a  routine  police  raid  turned  into  an  angry 
demonstration  of  resistance  by  the  bar's 
patrons. 

I  overheard  the  exchange,  and  the 
young  woman's  lack  of  basic  information 
momentarily  surprised  me.  But,  of 
course,  it  shouldn't  have.  I  needed  to  be 
reminded  that  new  generations  of  young 
people,  gay  and  non-gay,  will  continue  to 
emerge  for  whom  even  the  recent  history 
of  our  communities  is  unknown  territory. 
Films  like  Before  Stonewall  and  The 
Times  of  Harvey  Milk,  the  other  new  gay- 
made  feature-length  documentary  shown 
at  Toronto's  Festival  of  Festivals  in 
September,  could  help  change  that. 

Film  and  television  have  an  immediate 
and  visceral  impact  on  our  culture  that 


magazines  or  books  can  rarely  hope  to 
achieve.  The  gay  periodical  and  book 
publishing  industries,  although  wildly 
successful  by  the  standards  of  the  alter- 
nate press,  still  reach  only  a  small  seg- 
ment of  the  gay  world  and  seldom  rouse 
interest  outside  that  specialized  reader- 
ship. The  release  of  these  two  films,  both 
partially  funded  by  American  public  tele- 
vision and  both  to  appear  on  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  some  time  in  the 
spring  of  1985,  marks  a  significant  step  in 
the  development  of  gay-created  culture 
for  a  mainstream  audience.  What  they 
portend  for  future  gay  filmmaking  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 

• 
"We  wanted  to  move  people.  We  wanted 
a  broad  audience.  We  wanted  to  tell  a 
story,"  says  Richard  Schmiechen,  the 
producer  of  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk, 
the  documentary  on  the  life  of  the  gay 
San  Francisco  politician  assassinated  in 
1978.  Schmiechen  and  director  Robert 
Epstein  tell  that  story  with  subtlety  and 
skill. 

The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  works  pow- 
erfully on  the  viewer  partly  because  of  the 
Camelot-like  resonances  it  sets  off.  On 
one  level  the  story  of  one  man's  political 
career,  it  is  also  a  morality  tale  about  the 
dream  of  justice  and  the  American  faith 
in  electoral  politics.  It  traces  the  evolution 
of  a  populist  hero  who  came  to  embody 
the  hopes  of  an  entire  community,  a  hero 
tragically  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  his 
political  life.  He  is  opposed  by  the  forces 
of  reaction  personified  by  fellow  city 
politician  Dan  White,  the  ex-cop  who  es- 
poused the  old-fashioned  values  of  "de- 
cency" and  "law  and  order,"  and  who, 
in  the  end,  kills  the  hero. 

Harvey  Milk  was  elected  as  a  San  Fran- 
cisco city  supervisor  on  November  7, 
1977.  He  appears  never  to  have  compro- 


Milk:  living — and  dying  — politics 

mised  on  fundamental  gay  issues  after 
entering  the  mainstream  electoral  pro- 
cess. "Most  importantly,  every  gay  per- 
son must  come  out,"  he  is  seen  shouting 
to  an  ecstatic  crowd  in  the  film.  It's  a 
shock  to  realize  how  rarely  we  hear  this 
basic  tenet  of  the  gay  movement  invoked 
these  days,  and  it  is  more  surprising  to 
hear  Milk  apply  it  to  a  real  situation  with 
obvious  and  immediate  risks.  He  was 
speaking  at  a  victory  party  at  the  end  of 
the  successful  battle  to  defeat  a  1978 
state-wide  referendum  (the  Briggs  Initia- 
tive) that  would  have  banned  all  gay  and 
pro-gay  teachers  from  California  schools. 

Twenty  days  after  the  Briggs  Initiative 
was  defeated,  Milk's  body  lay  in  a  heap 
on  the  floor  of  his  city  hall  office,  felled 
by  two  shots  from  Dan  White's  .38  Smith 


Epstein,  narrator  Harvey  Fierstein,  Schmiechen:  in  the  American  tradition,  "Mr  Milk  Goes  to  City  Hall" 
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&  Wesson.  In  a  nearby  office,  liberal 
mayor  George  Moscone  also  lay  slain. 
Milk  had  held  public  office  for  only 
eleven  months. 

The  film's  most  solemn  and  moving 
footage  is  of  the  massive  candlelight 
parade  that  passed  slowly  and  silently 
through  city  streets  the  night  of  the  Milk 
and  Moscone  deaths.  "It  was  the  most 
eloquent  expression  of  a  community's 
response  to  violence  that  I've  ever  seen," 
says  lesbian  activist  Sally  Gearhart. 
Through  tears,  one  participant  remem- 
bers that  a  black  man  stood  on  the  side- 
lines shouting,  "Where's  your  anger? 
Where's  your  anger?" 

The  anger  finally  came  —  six  months 
later.  When  Dan  White  was  convicted  of 
voluntary  manslaughter  and  sentenced  to 
only  five  years  in  prison,  the  San  Francis- 
co gay  community  reacted  with  a  rage  as 
surprising  as  it  was  understandable.  The 
jury's  verdict  came  down  the  morning  of 
May  21, 1979.  That  night  another  crowd 
marched  to  city  hall,  but  this  time  they 
were  far  from  silent.  Chanting  "He  got 
away  with  murder!",  they  tore  up  park- 
ing meters  to  use  as  battering  rams, 
smashed  windows  and  set  police  cars 
ablaze.  By  the  end  of  it,  three  hundred 
people,  including  sixty  police  officers, 
were  injured  and  the  property  damage 
was  estimated  at  one  million  dollars. 

The  film's  final  haunting  image  is  of 
Milk,  seated  on  the  back  of  a  convertible, 
laughing  and  waving  wildly  to  the  crowds 
during  a  Gay  Day  Celebration.  On  the 
soundtrack,  we  hear  his  voice  from  the 
tape  made  before  his  death.  Hope,  you 
must  have  hope,  he  insists,  and  conjures 
up  the  young  person  in  Altoona,  Penn- 
sylvania —  or  in  a  hundred  other  small 
towns  —  who  will  hear  and  take  heart. 

Robert  Epstein  and  Richard  Schmie- 
chen had  a  particular  model  in  mind 
when  they  were  making  the  Milk  docu- 
mentary. It  was  the  1939  Hollywood 
classic  Mr  Smith  Goes  To  Washington. 
Film  buffs  will  remember  the  character 
played  by  Jimmy  Stewart,  the  populist 
senator  who  gets  elected  almost  by  mis- 
take and  discovers  corruption  in  high 
places.  Very  much  in  the  American  tradi- 
tion, this  is  its  gay  version:  Mr  Milk  Goes 
to  City  Hall. 

The  tendency  to  canonize  Harvey  Milk 
allows  for  little  evidence  of  his  more 
vulnerable  side.  We  learn  nothing  about 
Milk  the  private  gay  man  nor  do  we  de- 
tect any  hint  of  the  conflicts  within  the 
gay  community  over  Milk's  political 
style.  All  we  hear  is  a  passing  reference 
from  Anne  Kronenberg,  his  first  cam- 
paign manager,  that  he  was  hard  to  get 
along  with  and  often  had  temper  tan- 
trums. The  film  hints  at  the  basis  of  his 
political  strength  by  selecting  a  straight 
woman,  a  Chinese  community  activist 
and  a  labour  unionist  to  talk  about  Milk. 
But  we  learn  nothing  concrete  about  the 
strategic  coalition  he  constructed  outside 
the  Democratic  Party  machine. 

Schmiechen  defends  the  decision  to 
omit  these  details.  He  says  the  film  was 
not  meant  to  be  an  organizing  tool  for 
gay  activists,  although  he  wanted  at  least 
to  suggest  a  range  of  alternatives  for  deal- 
ing with  oppression:  demonstrations, 
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fundraising,  door-to-door  canvassing, 
media  appearances.  The  film,  Schmie- 
chen  points  out,  is  about  Milk  the  public 
official  partly  because  that's  all  the  foot- 
age there  was  available.  He  adds  that,  if  a 
film  were  to  be  made  about  the  private 
man,  it  would  explore  how  destructive 
politics  can  be  to  personal  relationships: 
Milk  lived  politics  and  had  little  time  for 
anything  else.  The  film  does  not  desex- 
ualize  Milk  completely;  Schmiechen  and 
Epstein  made  sure  to  include  clips  of  him 
kissing  other  men. 

The  filmmakers'  desire  to  engage  and 
seduce  viewers  rather  than  risk  offending 
them  was  a  strong  one.  Schmiechen  says 
he  pictured  his  mother  and  his  brother's 
family  in  Chicago  as  part  of  the  intended 
audience.  "I  hope  they'll  feel  good 
enough  about  the  film  that  they'll  want 
their  children  to  see  it,"  he  says. 

• 
Before  Stonewall  is  a  survey  film.  It  tries 
to  cover  a  large  slice  of  social  history  in  87 
minutes  ("Gay  History  101,"  director 
Greta  Schilller  calls  it),  lunging  quickly 
through  the  decades  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury, hinting  at  the  changing  experience 
of  being  homosexual  in  America.  There's 
a  bit  of  everything:  speakeasies  and  "rent 
parties"  in  Harlem  in  the  '30s,  same-sex 
camaraderie  in  the  factories  and  in  the 
armed  services  during  World  War  II,  sur- 
vival during  the  McCarthy  witchhunts  for 
"sex  perverts"  in  the  '50s,  hanging  out 
with  the  beat  poets,  joining  the  black  civil 
rights  movement  or  the  women's  move- 
ment or  the  counterculture  in  the  '60s  and 
—  finally  —  creating  our  own  movement 
of  affirmation  and  identity. 

Like  all  survey  films,  Before  Stonewall 
is  uneven  in  quality.  Organized  in  a 
straightforward  and  chronological  way,  it 
rarely  manages  to  use  its  material  invent- 
ively, save  in  the  selection  of  early  film 
clips,  advertising  images,  home  movies, 
snapshots  and  inteviews,  which  together 
provide  many  moments  to  engage  the 
viewer.  One  clip,  from  a  film  made  before 
the  1935  motion  picture  code  banned  all 
references  to  homosexuality  in  Holly- 
wood films,  shows  a  fastidious  cowboy 
vigorously  filing  his  nails,  mincing  about 
the  room  and  gingerly  picking  up  a  sixgun 
as  though  it  were  covered  in  germs.  He 

Gittings  In  '60s  picket:  homo- 
sexuals got  restless,  too  —  but  how? 
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refuses  to  be  distracted  by  the  commotion 
caused  by  a  couple  of  tough  guys  who  are 
rolling  around  the  floor  in  a  furniture- 
crushing  wrestling  match. 

Another  amazing  excerpt  is  from  an 
early  film  made  by  German  sexologist 
Magnus  Hirschfield.  In  a  paroxysm  of 
silent-movie-style  significant  glances  and 
lingering  touches,  one  man  makes  an 
overture  to  another  in  a  bar  while  in  the 
background  male  couples  waltz  jerkily 
around  a  crowded  dance  floor. 

Of  the  many  interesting  interviews  with 
older  gay  people,  one  in  particular  stands 
out.  A  former  officer  in  the  women's  air 
corps  during  World  War  II  tells  how 
General  Dwight  Eisenhower  ordered  her 
to  clean  the  lesbians  out  of  her  batallion. 
When  she  told  him  that  her  own  name 
would  be  the  first  on  the  list,  and  that  the 
purge  would  remove  the  most  decorated 
women  in  the  batallion,  Eisenhower 
quickly  changed  his  mind.  Observes  the 
ex-WAAC  dryly:  "They  were  tolerant  of 
lesbianism  if  they  needed  you." 

Before  Stonewall  could  very  easily  have 
ended  up  being  one  long,  tedious  litany  of 
oppression,  but  the  directors  clearly  have 
chosen  to  present  an  upbeat  and  positive 
overview  of  the  evolution  from  isolated 
underground  to  visible  and  organized 
community. 

The  major  presence  of  lesbians  in  the 
film  is  one  of  its  strengths.  Schiller  re- 
ports that  this  commitment  to  equal  rep- 
resentation didn't  happen  without  a 
struggle  within  the  production  team.  The 
struggle  paid  off.  There  is,  however,  no 
hint  of  the  long  and  troubled  history  of 
relations  between  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
nor  is  there  any  suggestion  of  why  the  ex- 
periences of  men  and  women  were  often 
quite  different. 

Despite  the  quality  of  individual  seg- 
ments of  material,  Before  Stonewall  is 
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Greta  Schiller:  upbeat  overview 

shaky  in  its  understanding  of  the  histori- 
cal development  of  homosexual  identity. 
The  film  is  mostly  descriptive  and  makes 
no  effort  to  analyze  its  material.  Each 
decade  surveyed  seems  virtually  self-con- 
tained and  the  relationship  between  the 
evolution  of  gay  life  and  larger  trends  in 
society  is  often  left  vague  and  unex- 
plained. The  '60s,  for  example,  are  called 
a  "time  of  great  turmoil  and  unrest"  and 
we  are  led  to  understand  that  somehow, 
in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil,  homosexuals 
got  restless  too.  What  has  been  subtly 
laundered  out  of  the  film  is  any  sense  of 
the  subversive  implications  of  the  gay 
movement  and  of  gay  sexuality.  In  fact, 
erotic  culture  —  sex  —  is  largely  absent. 
Harry  Hay,  the  founder  of  the  Matta- 
chine  Society  (the  first  major  gay  organi- 


zation in  the  US),  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Community  Party,  and  it  was  that 
background  which  gave  him  the  analyti- 
cal tools  to  propose  ways  of  changing  the 
role  of  homosexuals  in  society.  Hay  is  in- 
terviewed, but  we  hear  nothing  of  his 
earlier  political  experience.  Later  in  the 
film,  lesbian  activist  Barbara  Gittings 
says  that  the  gay  movement  became  more 
radical  in  the  '60s  only  after  it  did  things 
like  picketing  the  White  House  to  protest 
job  discrimination  in  the  federal  civil  ser- 
vice. This  is  true  to  the  extent  that  other 
political  movements  were  legitimizing 
such  militant  tactics  but,  in  fact,  the  Mat- 
tachine  Society  had  been  more  radical  in 
its  early  years.  A  more  conservative  fac- 
tion, frightened  by  the  McCarthy  witch- 
hunts, had  squeezed  out  Hay  and  his  sup- 
porters in  the  early  '50s. 

Why  did  the  filmmakers  leave  this  in- 
formation out?  Because  there  would  have 
been  no  time  to  explore  the  issue  fully,  ex- 
plains Schiller.  A  brief  mention  would 
only  have  been  misunderstood,  so  they 
decided  it  was  better  to  say  nothing. 

• 
Both  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  and 
Before  Stonewall  will  be  popular,  if  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  largely  gay  audiences 
who  attended  the  Toronto  screenings  is 
any  indication.  Because  it  concentrates 
on  a  brief  but  exciting  period  of  contem- 
porary American  gay  history,  The  Times 
of  Harvey  Milk  is  clearly  the  better  of  the 
two  as  a  film,  and  has  already  begun 
making  the  rounds  of  the  festivals.  It  had 
its  unofficial  world  premiere  August  3 1  at 
the  Telluride  Festival,  a  small  but  influen- 
tial industry  gathering  in  Colorado.  In 
addition  to  the  festival  in  Toronto  (where 
the  film  will  open  for  a  commercial  run 
beginning  November  9),  the  film  has  been 
invited  to  the  festivals  in  New  York  and 
Berlin,  and  to  the  Nyon  Festival  in  Swit- 


Alienated 
affections 

A  film  on  gay  history  leaves 
gay  historians  steaming 


Before  Stonewall  is  the  first  feature- 
length  film  to  look  at  gay  and  lesbian  his- 
tory, the  first  film  to  show  that  there  was 
a  gay  life  and  a  gay  movement  before 
contemporary  gay  liberation.  Such  a  film 
would  have  been  impossible  to  make 
without  the  recent  work  of  gay  and  lesbi- 
an historians,  a  little  band  of  people  who 
constitute  almost  a  movement  in  them- 
selves, albeit  a  very  young  one.  Their 
work  represents  one  of  the  few  dynamic 
intellectual  developments  within  the  gay 
community.  Theirs  is  a  grassroots  move- 
ment, composed  of  men  and  women  toil- 
ing for  the  most  part  outside  the  security 
of  the  university,  often  with  no  financial 
support.  Yet  their  writings  have  already 
changed  the  way  we  think  about  ourselves. 
The  making  of  Before  Stonewall  seemed 
a  marvellous  opportunity  for  the  ideas  oi 
these  historians  —  people  like  Jonathan 
Ned  Katz,  Allan  Bcrubc,  John  D'F.milio, 


Joan  Nestle,  Joe  Interrante  and  Judith 
Schwartz  —  to  reach  an  even  wider 
audience. 

Eager  to  help,  people  like  Berube  and 
D'Emilio  released  work-in-progress,  doc- 
uments and  contact  names  to  the  film- 
makers, only  to  discover  their  work  later 
misrepresented  in  grant  applications  as 
the  product  of  the  film  team's  own  re- 
search. Historians  who  had  to  fight  to  be 
paid  even  small  amounts  for  their  consul- 
tations were  accused  by  the  filmmakers  of 
simply  hogging  information.  Both  Beru- 
be and  D'Emilio  had  to  resort  to  threats 
of  legal  action  to  stop  plans  for  a  book  on 
gay  social  history,  a  spin-off  from  the 
film,  based  on  material  plundered  from 
their  and  other  historians  unpublished 
work. 

Greta  Schiller  and  Jon  Scagliotti,  her 
co-producer  on  Before  Stonewall,  appeal 
to  have  successfully  alienated  almost 
every  researcher  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  "It  was  the  end  of  innocence  foi 
gay  and  lesbian  historians,"  says  Bcrubc. 
whose  writing  on  the  experience  of  gay 
people  during  World  War  II  formed  the 
basis  of  an  important  segment  of  Before 
Stonewall.  He  finally  became  so  dis- 
gruntled thai  he  asked  loi  his  name  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Mini's  credits, 

Seiniiet  professes  to  be  sympathetic. 


She  says  she  can  understand  how  the  film 
might  be  seen  to  be  stealing  the  thunder 
from  Berube's  unpublished  book  on  the 
history  of  gays  in  San  Francisco.  "I  don't 
blame  him.  I'd  feel  the  same  way,"  she 
says,  nevertheless  assuming  the  informa- 
tion was  in  the  public  domain  and  fair 
game  for  anyone  to  use. 

"Our  research  was  not  public  domain," 
asserts  D'Emilio,  whose  book  on  the 
Mattachine  Society  was  the  original  cata- 
lyst for  the  film  back  in  1980.  "The  film- 
makers were  given  the  material  with  cer- 
tain understandings  and  expectations." 
He  adds,  "I've  never  been  treated  as  bad- 
ly as  I  was  by  the  makers  of  this  film." 
D'Emilio's  name  appears  in  the  credits 
only  because  he  refused  to  have  his  con- 
tribution submerged  completely. 

To  have  ended  up  with  such  a  residue 
of  hostility  and  distrust  is  a  dubious  ach- 
ievement for  Schiller  and  Scagliotti.  Rich- 
ard Schmiechen  and  Robert  Epstein  ap 
parently  knew  how  to  maintain  the  re- 
spect of  the  people  they  consulted  in  the 
making  of  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk,  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  bitterness  aroused 
bs  Schiller  and  Scagliotti.  Before  Si. 
Matt  might  have  been  a  better  film  had  its 
makers  not  broken  faith  with  the  com- 
munit\  whose  help  the)  needed  in  order 
to  succeed.  Kd.lackson 
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zerland.  A  theatrical  release  is  planned 
for  six  major  American  cities  in  Novem- 
ber. The  opening  night  gala  has  been  set 
for  November  1  at  the  Castro  Theatre  in 
the  heart  of  Milk's  old  neighbourhood. 

Before  Stonewall,  which  has  only 
recently  finished  production  (the  Toronto 
screening  in  mid-September  was  its  unof- 
ficial premiere),  is  more  diffuse  and  un- 
focused, but  it  contains  such  good  stuff 
that  its  occasional  carelessness  with 
history  can  be  forgiven.  The  film  has  no 
distributor  as  yet,  but  it  will  soon  be 
available  for  benefit  screenings.  Anyone 
interested  in  arranging  such  an  event 
should  contact  Greta  Schiller,  Jezebel 
Productions,  170  W  89th  St,  1-C,  New 
York,  NY  10024. 

These  were  both  expensive  films  to 
make  —  Milk  cost  $285,000,  and  Stone- 
wall $220,000.  Both  documentaries  dem- 
onstrate that  the  first-time  risk  of  public- 
television  funding  agencies  paid  off:  gay 
filmmakers  proved  themselves  capable  of 
producing  competent,  professional 
works.  Their  success  may  make  it  easier 
for  future  lesbian  and  gay  film  projects 
to  get  financing  from  both  funding  agen- 
cies and  investors  within  our  own 
communities.  □ 


The  Cuban  roller  coaster 


Tim  McCaskell  and 
Richard  Fung  look  at 
Improper  Conduct 


Since  he  left  Cuba  in  1962,  Nestor 
Almendros  has  become  known  as 
the  cinematographer  responsible 
for  the  camerawork  of  such  films 
as  Sophie's  Choice,  Kramer  vs 
Kramer  and  Pauline  at  the  Beach.  With 
the  release  of  Improper  Conduct  early 
this  year,  Almendros  has  re-emerged  as  a 
director,  and  as  a  man  with  a  message. 

Improper  Conduct  was  made  for 
French  television  by  Almendros  and  co- 
director  Orlando  Jimenez  Leal,  a  Cuban 
emigre  known  for  his  bittersweet  comedy 
about  Cuban  exiles  in  New  York,  El 
Super.  Since  its  release,  Improper  Con- 
duct has  received  favourable  reviews  in 
the  international  press,  from  Le  Monde 
and  the  New  York  Times  to  The  Wall 
Street  Journal. 

The  story  Improper  Conduct  tells  is 
not  pleasant.  Its  focus  is  repression  —  the 
repression  of  homosexuals  in  Castro's 
Cuba.  Opening  with  footage  of  a  1966 
Paris  press  conference  by  defecting  dan- 
cers from  the  Cuban  National  Ballet 
Company,  the  film  goes  on  to  accounts 
of  the  infamous  UM  AP  (Military  Units 
for  the  Aid  of  Production)  camps.  Be- 
tween 1965  and  1967,  men  "unfit"  for 
military  service  because  they  were  consid- 
ered counterrevolutionary,  lazy,  corrupt 
or  homosexual,  were  drafted  into  these 
work  camps  for  "rehabilitatioa"  Artists 
and  writers  recount  suspicion  and  per- 
secution against  anyone  not  sufficiently 
"macho"  to  live  up  to  the  ideal  of  the 
revolutionary  guerilla.  Horror  stories  of 
arbitrary  arrest  and  inhuman  treatment 
abound. 

The  film  establishes  its  credibility  by 
featuring  such  famous  heavyweights  as 
Susan  Sontag,  Carlos  Franqui  and  Guil- 
lermo  Cabrera  Infante.  The  final  section 
describes  the  Marie]  exodus  in  1980,  when 
thousands  of  Cubans  jumped  at  the  op- 
portunity provided  by  the  suspension  of 
US  immigration  quotas  and  the  opening 
of  Cuban  borders,  and  crossing  the  Straits 
of  Florida  on  a  flotilla  of  small  boats. 
While  most  left  willingly,  at  least  one  gay 
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"Marielito"  describes  how  he  was  put  on 
a  boat  by  police  who  had  seized  the  op- 
portunity to  rid  their  island  of  such  un- 
desirable elements. 

The  first  and  last  sections  of  the  film, 
in  which  people  tell  their  own  stories,  are 
the  strongest.  Many  of  the  tales  are  hor- 
rific and  moving.  Whether  they  come 
from  a  simple  Habaflero  transvestite  or  a 
former  aide  to  the  Castro  government, 
the  stories  of  imtimidation,  victimization 
and  denial  of  human  rights  raise  serious 
questions  about  the  functioning  of  the 
Castro  government. 

In  spite  of  this,  Improper  Conduct  is 
not  actually  a  film  about  Cuban  gays,  al- 
though homosexuality  may  be  its  central 
issue.  Except  for  a  couple  of  the  most 
marginal  and  marginalized,  the  charac- 
ters never  talk  openly  as  gay  people. 
Many  refer  to  the  experiences  of  friends, 
or  of  how  they  themselves  were  mistaken- 
ly victimized  as  homosexuals.  Others  talk 
theoretically.  Nor  do  we  learn  anything 
about  gay  life  in  modern  Cuba,  its  or- 
ganization or  its  resistance  to  oppression. 
Gay  people  exist  only  as  victims,  as  exiles 
or  as  objects  of  terror. 

As  a  film,  Improper  Conduct  has  all 
the  hallmarks  of  classic  propaganda. 
Composed  of  an  avalanche  of  talking- 
head  interviews,  edited  closely  together  to 
produce  a  barrage  of  ideas  and  informa- 
tion and  broken  only  by  short  segments 
of  archival  footage  with  voice-over  narra- 
tion, it  sweeps  us  along  on  an  emotional 
roller  coaster,  driven  by  stories  of  arbi- 
trary detention,  mistreatment  and  police 
excesses. 

The  fast-paced  editing  leaves  little  time 
to  think;  the  male  voice-over  narration  is 
soft-spoken  and  un-macho  yet  very 
direct.  There  are  ironic  juxtapositions:  a 
potent  satire  comparing  statements  from 
an  interview  with  Castro  and  testimonies 
contradicting  him  is  one  of  the  most 
dynamic  sequences  in  the  film. 

Given  the  past  work  of  its  two  direc- 
tors, however,  Improper  Conduct  is  dis- 
appointing. It  is  hard  to  believe  that  the 
man  who  conceived  the  hauntingly  beau- 
tiful images  of  Sophie's  Choice  could 
subject  us  to  two  relentless  hours  of  talk- 
ing heads  broken  only  by  little  islands  of 
archival  footage  and  narration. 

But  the  controversy  around  Improper 
Conduct  has  focused  on  its  content  rather 
than  its  artistic  merit.  In  an  article  in 
American  Film,  Ruby  Rich,  lesbian, 
author  and  director  of  the  film  pro- 
gramme at  the  New  York  State  Council  of 
the  Arts,  pointed  out  that  the  era  of  the 
UMAP  camps,  central  to  the  film's  por- 
trayal of  Cuban  totalitarianism,  was 


1980  Marielttos:  undesirables 

"fortunately  extremely  brief  (two 
years),"  and  "ended  amid  a  storm  of 
protest  and  internal  Cuban  criticism." 
Rich  maintains  that  many  of  the  stories  in 
Improper  Conduct  "ring  true  in  reverse 
proportion  to  the  viewer's  familiarity 
with  Cuba....  I  was  astonished  by  one 
emigre's  description  of  Cuba's  rigidly  en- 
forced tourist  routes,  having  myself  just 
come  back  from  days  wandering  Havana 
unattended." 

An  article  in  Boston's  Gay  Community 
News  charged  that  one  of  Almendros's 
key  witnesses,  Armando  Valladeres,  was 
a  police  agent  during  the  last  years  of  the 
bloody  Batista  regime.  It  discounts  his 
testimony  as  politically  motivated  "ten- 
dentious lies." 

While  the  credibility  of  different  wit- 
nesses can  be  questioned,  the  central  fact 
of  Cuban  homophobia  and  its  history  of 
state  support  cannot.  The  most  searching 
criticisms  of  Improper  Conduct  focus  on 
the  broader  question  of  context. 

Almendros  and  Leal  have  demonstrat- 
ed that  Cuba  is  homophobic.  But  outside 
the  short-lived  period  of  revolutionary 
zeal  twenty  years  ago,  have  they  demon- 
strated that  Cuba  is  qualitatively  more 
homophobic  than  surrounding  Latin 
American  countries,  or  even  Little  Hava- 
na in  Miami?  We  have  been  reminded 
that  125,000  Cubans,  perhaps  fifteen  per- 
cent of  whom  were  gay,  were  ready  to 
leave  their  country  to  come  to  the  US  in 
1980.  But  wouldn't  the  opportunity  to  do 
the  same  thing  produce  a  comparable  im- 
migration from  any  one  of  many  Carib- 
bean or  Latin  American  countries?  Im- 
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proper  Conduct's  failure  to  deal  with 
such  questions  weakens  its  case. 

But  just  what  is  Improper  Conduct's 
case?  The  film  does  not  simply  describe 
and  analyze  Cuban  homophobia  but,  as 
Richard  Goldstein  put  it  in  The  Village 
Voice,  it  "presents  the  persecution  of 
Cuba's  homosexuals  as  an  emblem  of 
communism's  failure." 

Almendros  told  The  Body  Politic  that 
when  he  and  Orlando  Jimenez  Leal  de- 
cided to  make  a  film  about  the  twenty- 
five  years  of  the  revolution,  they  thought 
that  homosexual  persecution  could  be  the 
centre,  the  heart,  of  the  film.  "We  chose 
this  subject  among  other  subjects  of  re- 
pression because  it  is  the  most  absurd  of 
the  persecutions.  It  is  the  easiest  way  to 
prove  the  government  is  alienated.  Any 
other  persecution  can  always  be  justified. 
You  can  say,  'well,  it's  a  revolution,  what 
do  you  expect,  the  revolution  can't  afford 
to  be  generous  with  the  enemy.'  But  those 
people  were  not  enemies.  Many  homosex- 
uals were  pro-Castro.  I  would  say  the  ma- 
jority. And  they  ended  up  in  prison.  This 
shows  the  repressive  nature  of  this 
government." 

We  reminded  Almendros  of  the  wide- 
spread homophobia  in  Latin  America. 
He  agreed  that  homophobia  existed  in 
Cuba  before  the  revolution,  but  said  that 
it  never  took  such  extreme  forms.  "There 
were  no  UMAP  camps  before.  There 
might  be  a  raid  but  it  would  last  one  day. 
Nothing  like  putting  people  in  concentra- 
tion camps  for  years....  If  anything  the 
revolution  should  have  corrected  homo- 
phobia. But  instead  of  correcting  that, 
what  happened...?" 

After  the  Toronto  screening  of  the  film 
at  the  Festival  of  Festivals,  people  in  the 
audience  who  had  lived,  worked  or  stud- 
ied in  Cuba  said  they  were  appalled  by  the 
film's  implicit  denial  of  the  gains  in 
health  care,  literacy,  housing  and  educa- 
tion that  the  revolution  had  brought  to 
the  country's  citizens.  It  is  Improper 
Conduct's  persistent  unwillingness  to  ad- 
mit that  anything  has  changed  for  the  bet- 
ter in  Cuba  that  ultimately  undermines  its 
credibility  as  liberal  and  "objective." 

Almendros's  own  credibility  as  a  liberal 
fell  apart  for  us  two  days  after  our  meet- 
ing when,  in  an  interview  with  Jay  Scott 
in  the  Globe  and  Mail,  he  accused  Holly- 
wood of  funding  only  "communist  and 
para-communist  films."  The  example  he 
gave  was  Costa  Gavras's  Missing,  the 
Academy  Award-winning  movie  which 
dramatized  the  horrors  of  the  right-wing 
Pinochet  coup  in  Chile. 

Improper  Conduct  is  not  a  film  about 
Cuban  gays.  It  is  a  film  against  the  Cuban 
revolution.  As  Goldstein  wrote  in  the 
Voice,  "...there  is  another  agenda  in  this 
film,  perhaps  more  central  than  its  libera- 
tionist  aims  and  surely  more  problematic. 
That  agenda  involves  the  delegitimization 
of  the  present  Cuban  government,  a  pros- 
pect we  may  well  be  forced  to  contem- 
plate if  Reagan  is  re-elected.  To  progres- 
sives in  North  America  who  might  be  ex- 
pected to  oppose  any  overt  or  covert 
assault  on  the  Cuban  state,  a  film  like  Im- 
proper Conduct  could  be  a  powerful  de- 
terrent. It  makes  personal  and  'progres- 
sive' what  right  wingers  always  say  about 
Communist  societies." 

While  we  hope  that  the  heightened  in- 
ternational awareness  of  anti-gay  perse- 
cution produced  by  Improper  Conduct 
will  force  the  Cuban  government  to  re- 
examine its  arbitrary  and  often  vicious 
policies  against  gay  people,  it  does  not 
seem  that  the  film  has  been  designed  to 
have  that  effect.  It  will  benefit  Americans 
who  hate  Cuba  and  wish  to  justify  their 
aggressive  policies  against  the  island.  It 
will  also  strengthen  the  position  of  Cuban 
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homophobes  who  identify  gayness  with 
attacks  on  their  government. 

The  movie  about  being  gay  in  Cuba 
that  will  truly  benefit  the  cause  of  gay 
liberation  in  that  country  has  yet  to  be 
made.D 

For  a  rather  different  account  of  homopho- 
bia and  revolution  in  Cuba  than  that  given  in 
Improper  Conduct,  see  the  article  by  Lourdes 
Arguelles  and  B  Ruby  Rich  in  the  Summer 
1984  issue  of  Signs:  Journal  of  Women  in  Cul- 
ture and  Society  ($7  US  from  the  University  of 
Chicago  Press,  Box 37005,  Chicago,  1L  60637). 


Breaking  out  of  borders 


Michael  Wade  compares 
the  film  and  stage  versions 
of  Another  Country 


Two  seniors  at  Gascoigne  Public 
School  have  been  caught  fucking 
on  House  grounds.  One  of  them, 
seeing  his  reputation  ruined  and 
his  future  dismal,  hangs  himself. 
The  student  prefects,  reading  this  tragedy 
as  mere  scandal,  want  to  cover  up  the 
presence  of  homosexuality  at  Gascoigne 
and  preserve  the  school's  reputation. 
Here  is  contemporary  English  society  in 
the  making,  with  all  the  social  respecta- 
bility and  moral  negligence  that  charac- 
terizes Blue  Toryism. 

As  Another  Country  opens,  we  ap- 
proach the  school  by  river,  passing  under 
the  arc  of  a  bridge.  Then,  the  streets  of 
Moscow  are  seen  from  behind  a  wind- 
shield; socialist-realist  posters  are  pasted 
on  peeling  walls.  Each  image  contains  its 
own  constricting  frame.  It  is  a  fitting 
preface  to  a  film  about  a  student  at  Gas- 
coigne in  the  early  '30s  who  needs  to 
break  out  from  dark  borders,  who  finds 
his  life  can't  be  held  within  them. 

The  prefects'  clean-up  project  places 
this  student,  Guy  Bennett  (Rupert  Ever- 
ett), in  a  dangerous  dilemma.  A  nefari- 
ously non-conformist  senior  (when  we 
first  see  Bennett  he  is  the  only  student  not 
wearing  a  top  hat  to  a  war  memorial  ser- 
vice), he  nevertheless  has  ambitions  to  as- 
cend to  the  peak  of  the  house-prefect 
hierarchy,  hoping  to  secure  a  reputation 
which  would  advance  a  later  career  in  the 
civil  service.  But  he  has  fallen  in  love  with 
another  student,  the  blond,  angelic  lump 
of  James  Harcourt.  The  deeper  he  falls 
into  the  trance  of  his  emotions,  the  less 


faith  he  has  in  the  system  in  which  he 
needs  to  excel.  The  sensuality  and  passion 
that  were  always  contained  within  him 
now  burst  forth.  His  shirts  are  unbut- 
toned, his  suspenders  droop  off,  his  hair 
shocks  out  in  all  directions. 

Bennett  is  the  antithesis  of  his  straight 
friend  Tommy  Judd  (Colin  Firth),  a  dog- 
matic student  of  Marx  whose  fist-sized 
bust  of  Lenin  is  always  kept  within  sight 
as  he  ploughs  through  a  dusty,  leather- 
bound  Das  Kapital.  His  political  stoicism 
is  meant  to  be  a  comic  paradox:  stating 
his  considered  opinion  of  one  of  the  more 
insensitive  prefects,  he  blurts  out,  "I  hate 
him  so  much  it's  hard  to  be  objective 
about  him." 

These  two  are  united  in  their  inability 
to  be  accommodated  within  the  class  sys- 
tem they  are  part  of.  The  screenwriter, 
Julian  Mitchell,  has  consciously  crafted 
them  as  the  obverse  sides  of  a  similar 
non-conformity.  Mitchell  also  wrote  the 
1981  play  Another  Country,  most  of 
which  he  has  woven  into  his  screenplay, 
juggling  the  order  of  events  and  altering 
the  dramatic  uses  of  his  characters. 

The  play's  Professor  Vaughn-Cunning- 
ham, for  instance,  has  been  completely 
pulled  out.  He  is  a  visiting  lecturer  and 
middle-aged  queen  of  the  Brideshead 
variety  who  paves  a  peripatetic  route  be- 
tween the  sensibilities  of  Bennett  and 
Judd.  "The  purpose  of  life,"  he  says,  "is 
always  to  be  at  the  place  where  the  great- 
est number  of  vital  forces  unite  in  their 
purest  energy."  This  is  the  kind  of  bour- 
geois mysticism  that  makes  Judd  stamp 
out  of  the  room.  But  Bennett  is  entranced. 
He  flirts  with  the  older  man,  and  in  re- 
turn Vaughn-Cunningham  offers  a  dinner 
invitation  to  the  two.  Bennett  says  Judd 
wouldn't  accept  as  "his  interests  lie  else- 
where." The  double  entendre  is  loaded, 
suggesting  that  Judd  lacks  the  daring 
romanticism  which,  Mitchell  hints  in  the 
play,  is  the  greater  part  of  being  gay. 

The  film  dilutes  Bennett's  wit  and  pas- 
sion. Recounting  his  father's  death  in  the 
play,  for  instance,  he  is  excruciatingly 
flippant  (the  corpse  was  "like  a  huge  sack 
of  wet  mud")  while  sharing  a  smuggled 
flask  with  Judd.  The  reconditioned  Ben- 
nett of  the  film  mumbles  the  same  story 
pensively  over  a  bottle  of  MOet  in  an 
elegant  restaurant  to  his  doe-eyed  boy- 
friend —  sans  mud  sack . 

Mitchell's  aim  in  the  film  is  to  highlight 
the  polemic  that  was  bubbling  under  the 
play's  surface.  Bennett  the  sharp-loot  heii 
bitch  is  now  the  abused  underdog  who, 


eliciting  a  less  ambivalent  reaction  from 
the  audience,  can  help  render  political 
messages  with  harder  edges.  Bennett  and 
Harcourt's  love  affair,  once  kept  off- 
stage, is  brought  on-screen,  almost  an 
emblem  of  the  intimacy  the  school  wants 
to  suppress.  Bennett's  assertion  of  his 
homosexuality  to  Judd  is  cleanly  mount- 
ed in  a  separate  scene,  in  which  Judd 
reacts  with  a  nervous  evasiveness  at  being 
forced  to  expand  the  borders  of  his  own 
egalitarianism;  a  sympathetic  straight  au- 
dience is  meant  to  reconsider  its  own 
liberalism  at  the  same  time. 

Both  narratives  leave  Bennett  cruelly 
beaten  and  Judd  dissatisfied.  In  the  film, 
Bennett  alleviates  his  despair  by  defecting 
to  Russia.  Certainly  Guy  Burgess,  Ben- 
nett's real-life  prototype,  went  through 
more  than  we  find  out  in  Mitchell's  scripts 
before  his  defection  in  1951.  The  audience 
is  left  with  a  strange  sense  of  cause  and 
effect:  if  his  homosexuality  denied  him 
advantages  in  Britain,  it's  hard  to  imagine 
Bennett  would  find  much  solace  in  Stalin- 
ist Russia.  The  play  does  not  provide  such 
a  flat  resolution,  concluding  with  the  two 
men  in  tableau  while  a  choir  sings  of 
"another  country"  where  "ways  are  all 
of  gentleness,  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace." 

This  Victorian  praise  for  Pax  Brittan- 
nica  is  for  these  two  a  eulogy  for  the  non- 
existent country  where  they  could  really 
be  free.  The  other  country  is  not  the  grey 
Moscow  streets  seen  from  a  car  window; 
it  is  Professor  Vaughn-Cunningham's 
plain  of  vital  forces  and  purest  energy.  D 


The  Masculine  Mistake 


NFB  yuppies  discover 
feminism:  Tom  Waugh  on 
The  Masculine  Mystique 


We've  been  paying  the  good  old 
National  Film  Board  for  almost 
half  a  century  to  "interpret 
Canada  to  Canadians  and  to 
other  nations."  Traditionally,  of 
course,  Canada  really  meant,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  while  Anglophone  hetero- 
sexual middle-class  male  Canadians.  Over 
the  last  twent)  years  that  mandate  has 
gradually  broadened  to  include 
Francophones,  Native  Canadians,  immi- 
grants, even  the  working  class,  ami  Final- 
ly, most  impressively,  women,  with 


Studio  D  becoming  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected centres  of  women's  film  produc- 
tion in  the  world.  The  last  frontier,  you 
might  have  gathered,  would  be  the  gay/ 
lesbian  constituency,  and  that's  a  frontier 
that,  for  all  their  famous  social  consci- 
ence, the  NFB  have  only  just  begun  to 
approach. 

No  one  was  waiting  with  bated  breath 
when  the  word  got  out  that  male  film- 
makers in  English  Production  had  wak- 
ened up  to  the  revolution  in  sexual  roles 
and  decided  to  make  a  film  about  how 
"modern  men"  were  dealing  with  it  all. 
Of  course  they'd  still  be  too  uptight  to  in- 
clude gays  within  their  definition  of 
"modern  men,"  but  was  it  unreasonable 
to  hope  for  a  solid  confrontation  with 
feminism  and  an  honest  assessment  of  the 
changes  men  are  being  called  upon  to 
make? 

As  it  turns  out,  The  Masculine  Mystique 
is  an  earnest  little  feature  docudrama  that 
may  end  up  being  useful  in  some  circles, 
but  that  is  ultimately  disappointing  for  its 
timidity.  Its  subtitle  is  "A  Modern  Man's 
Guide  to  Feminism,"  but  it  might  better 
have  been  "A  Modern  Man's  Guide  to 
Ignoring  Feminism"  or  another  one  I've 
heard  snickered  in  the  corridors  of  Studio 
D:  "The  Maculine  Mistake." 

Mystique  presents  four  men,  all  NFB 
filmmakers,  role-playing  more  or  less 
autobiographically  about  their  relation- 
ships with  women.  Three  of  their  wives/ 
current  partners  play  along,  and  the  dra- 
matic episodes  that  result  are  about  court- 
ship, living  together,  commitment,  inde- 
pendence, the  double  standard,  conflict, 
etc.  This  improvised  dramatic  line  is  in- 
tercut with  rap  sessions  among  the  four 
men  in  which  they  evaluate  their  progress 
and  problems. 

Well,  women  have  always  complained 
about  how  men  never  talk  about  these 
things  with  each  other.  So  what  went 
wrong? 

Most  seriously,  I  think,  the  selection  of 
the  four  men  doomed  the  project  from 
the  start.  Choosing  four  thirty-ish  urban 
professionals  from  the  NFB's  artsy 
enclave  in  English  Montreal  isn't  exactly 
zeroing  in  on  a  hotbed  of  social  change.  I 
suspect  that  most  men  who  are  struggling 
with  the  challenge  of  feminism  are  doing 
so  in  the  workplace  or  in  the  face  of  econ- 
omic pressures  within  families  and  rela- 
tionships. But  for  these  guys,  feminism 
means  mostly  minor  adjustments  to  the 
lifestyle  they  enjoy  thanks  to  the  Playboy 
"revolution"  and  the  "me"  era.  They  go 
on  and  on  about  relationships  as  if  this 
were  some  commodity  that  you  want  to 
possess,  like  a  Cuisinart.  "Dealing  with 
feminism"  means  feeling  guilty  about 
telling  sexist  jokes  to  the  woman  you're 
trying  to  chat  up.  Or  other  inconvenien- 
ces like  having  to  overcome  your 
partner's  resistance  to  your  fantasy  of  liv- 
ing together  when  she  wants  to  maintain 
her  own  independent  space.  As  for  mar- 
riage, the  only  currently  married  man  of 
the  four  (the  others  are  divorced  or  single) 
can't  even  understand  the  logic  that  says 
that  if  he's  going  to  have  an  extra-marital 
affair,  his  wife  has  the  same  right.  The 
most  clearly  defined  woman  character, 
the  one  who  doesn't  want  to  cohabit, 
finally  capitulates  at  the  end  of  the  film, 
and,  as  if  to  reward  her  lover's  patience. 
goes  him  one  better,  agreeing  not  only  to 
raise  his  children  but  even  to  bear  him 
another.  The  scene  where  she  announces 
her  pregnane)  is  I  happy  ending  that  Hol- 
lywood could  have  been  proud  o\\  Speak 
ing  of  which,  there's  not  a  frame  in  the 
film  that  Paul  Mazursk)  hasn't  ahead) 

clone  belter,  and  that's  not  saying  a  whole 

lot.  Running  second  to  Hollywood  is 

hardly  the  Nl  It's  mandate 
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592  Sherbourne  St. 


Which  brings  me  back  to  the  Board's 
lack  of  accountability  to  their  gay  and  les- 
bian constituency.  Admittedly,  my  con- 
demnation cannot  be  a  blanket  one.  Les- 
bians, curiously,  aren't  quite  as  bad  off  as 
gay  men,  largely  due  to  the  spunky 
women  in  Studio  D.  A  pioneering  film  in 
the  late  '70s  called  Some  American 
Feminists  presented  the  lesbian  problem- 
atic decently  and  even  passionately  with- 
in the  feminist  spectrum  (it  was  perhaps 
safer  talking  about  foreign  lesbians  than 
the  domestic  variety).  Now  a  new  film  is 
imminent  about  the  history  of  nuns  but 
which,  according  to  the  grapevine,  is  real- 
ly about  alternative  women's  commun- 
ities in  a  historical  and  theoretical  con- 
text. Slightly  less  "closety,"  one  hopes, 
will  be  a  project  just  undertaken  by  the 
producer  of  Not  a  Love  Story,  which  will 
interpret  and  popularize  three  Quebec  les- 
bian writers.  There  is  even  something  in 
the  works  on  the  male  side:  last  month,  a 
French  Production  crew  was  actually  at  a 
Montreal  gay  dance  filming  send-ups  of 
the  whole  papal  spectacular.  That  will  be 
a  first. 

So  the  last  bastion  of  entrenched  ho- 
mophobia is  held  by  the  boys  of  English 
Production.  It's  sad  to  think  that  their 
pitiful  inadequacy  may  be  an  unexpected 
side-effect  of  Studio  D's  strength.  The 
necessary  but  perhaps  temporary  strategy 
of  grouping  women  filmmakers  in  that 
protected  and  nurturing  atmosphere  over 
the  last  decade  has  simply  encouraged 
their  male  counterparts  to  stagnate. 
Perhaps  a  few  angry  phone  calls  to  the 
NFB's  national  and  regional  offices  will 
put  across  our  refusal  to  continue  sub- 
sidizing our  censorship.  □ 


The  death  of  camp? 


Tom  Waugh  on  Mother's 
Meat  and  Freud's  Flesh, 
Betsy  and  Or  d  'ur 


Is  there  something  more  than  funny 
about  an  obese,  blonde,  fifty-year- 
old  woman  taking  a  shower  behind 
a  butcher-shop  sign  featuring  a 
bright  red  slab  of  meat?  What  about 
when  at  the  same  time  her  off-key  nasal 
voice  is  belting  out  the  disco  hit  "Let's 
Get  Physical"! 

Maybe  you  had  to  be  there.  When  we 
first  saw  Demetrios  Estathopoulos's  rau- 
cous feature  Mother's  Meat  and  Freud's 
Flesh  last  year,  my  friend  and  I  (another 
balding  gay-lib  veteran)  both  laughed 
pretty  hard.  The  atmosphere  was  catch- 
ing: Estathopoulos  is  a  bright,  young 
Concordia  University  film  student  whom 
I'd  had  the  pleasure  of  teaching,  and  the 
auditorium  was  full  of  supportive  fellow- 
students  ready  for  a  good  time.  But  after- 
wards we  realized  that  we'd  been  set  up. 
We  felt  ashamed  about  how  easily  we'd 
been  manipulated  by  the  long  series  of 
theatrical  hijinks  through  which  the  di- 
rector had  paced  his  unforgettable  ama- 
teur cast. 

Since  then,  cult  status  has  been  gather- 
ing around  this  film  about  a  Greek-Cana- 
dian porn  star  who,  nauseated  by  his 
mother,  overcomes  his  revulsion  for 
women  with  the  help  of  a  loony,  lustful 
gay  psychiatrist,  finally  becoming  a  het- 
erosexual filmmaker.  A  hit  at  the  Mon- 
treal and  Toronto  festivals,  raved  about 
by  the  Globe  and  Mail,  Mother 's  Meat 
and  Freud's  Flesh  first  caught  the  public 
eye  last  winter  as  the  only  Canadian  fea- 
ture invited  to  the  Berlin  Film  Festival  — 
to  the  great  embarrassment  of  a  thor- 
oughly grossed-out  Canadian  consular 
staff.  How  can  you  invite  a  filmmaker  to 
a  cocktail  party  when  he  has  just  shown 
his  own  penis  tied  painfully  up  across  the 
screen  and  his  entrails  being  devoured  by 


weirdos?  Especially  when  he's  twenty- 
two  and  has  just  shown  the  whole  world 
that  the  Canadian  cinema  is  nothing  else 
but  a  Montreal  mutant  of  Pink 
Flamingos! 

Now  the  time  has  come  to  ask  what's 
so  funny. 

Estathopoulos,  who  is  not  gay  and  who 
signs  the  film  Estdelacropolis  (east  of 
the...  get  it?),  has  a  taste  for  outrage,  pop 
cliche  and  the  spectacular  splendour  of 
marginality  that  is,  of  course,  a  familiar 
one.  Assimilated  partly  from  old-fash- 
ioned camp  a  la  Warhol,  and  absorbing 
much  of  its  violence  and  stridency  from 
punk,  the  sensibility  is  more  often  than 
not  characterized  both  by  gay  elements 
and  by  virulent  misogyny  —  so  often  in 
fact  that  the  two  seem  to  go  hand-in- 
hand.  They  do  not. 

No  one  can  deny  Estadelacropolis's 
brilliant  sense  of  colour  and  of  the  cine- 
matic frame,  nor  his  fine  comic  timing. 
But  what's  wrong  is  that  his  rightful  irrev- 
erence for  social  conventions  and  sexual 
roles  is  directed  at  women  as  a  group. 
Even  more  shocking  is  that  his  mockery  is 
aimed  at  his  actors  themselves,  who  are 
improvising  all  this  wonderful  kinkiness 
for  the  camera,  clearly  without  any  res- 
ponsibility for  the  conception  of  the  film 
as  a  whole.  When  vulgarity  and  obesity, 
or  for  that  matter  the  Quebecois  accent 
and  skewed  eyes  of  the  psychiatrist 
become  targets  for  humour  rather  than  its 
vehicle,  that's  called  victimization.  When 
a  litany  of  homophobic /misogynist  abuse 
and  pop-Freudian  bigotry  is  numbingly 
repeated  ("Fuck  her,  you  fag!";  "He's  a 
faggot  because  of  his  mother's  sexual  fix- 
ation on  him")  in  an  ambiguous  context 
—  part  parody,  part  self-parody,  part 
slapstick,  part  sideshow  —  where's  the 
humour,  and  at  whose  expense? 

Two  other  shorter  films  in  the  Mon- 
treal festival,  also  by  a  Concordia  stu- 
dent, Bachar  Chbib,  drew  on  a  similar 
aesthetics  of  tastelessness,  run-on  im- 
provisation and  camp  humour.  Ord'ur  is 
a  fake-verite  comedy  about  a  male  bro- 
thel run  by  a  hard-nosed  procuress,  and 
Betsy  is  about  the  romantic  perigrinations 
of  a  pre-operative  transsexual.  The  gla- 
morous days  are  apparently  long  gone 
when  real  transsexuals  like  Candy  Darling 
and  Holly  Woodlawn  were  available  for 
these  parts.  All  the  same,  Chbib  has 
much  more  identification  with  the  milieu 
he  evokes  than  Estadelacropolis,  and 
much  more  complicity  with  his  perform- 
ers. The  effect  consequently  is  more 
warmhearted,  and  the  humour  more  last- 
ing, though  cinematically  Chbib  may  be 
less  pyrotechnical. 

Ultimately,  despite  the  obvious  talent 
and  wit  of  all  three  films,  I  am  beginning 
to  have  more  and  more  doubts  about  the 
culture  and  humour  of  camp  and  punk  in 
the  age  of  Reagan-Mulroney.  Yet  another 
recent  student  of  film  finds  it  witty  to 
depict  a  group  of  straight  students  sitting 
around  drinking  beer  and  cracking  AIDS 
jokes.  My  friend  and  I  and  our  genera- 
tion learned  how  humour  can  be  political 
and  how  we  could  both  use  it  and  see  it 
used  against  us.  Will  the  generation  of  the 
'80s  have  to  learn  this  the  hard  way?D 
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Towards  the  middle  of  September  in  1648  the 
annalist  of  the  Jesuits  writes:  "A  drummer- 
boy  from  Montreal  conuictis  crimine 
pessimo'  (found  guilty  of  a  crime  against 
nature)  was  sentenced  to  death,  and  our 
priests  who  were  in  Montreal  opposed  this.... 
Differences  between  church  and  state  do  not 
date  from  yesterday.  The  priests  asked  that 
the  condemned  man  be  taken  to  Quebec, 
where  he  could  appeal  the  sentence  imposed 
by  Governor  de  Maisonneuve.  The  unlucky 
military  man  jumped  at  the  chance  of  availing 
himself  of  this  right.  At  the  end  of  the  second 
trial,  this  time  in  Quebec  City,  the  death 
sentence  was  commuted  to  perpetual  banish- 
ment to  the  galleys.  This  drummer-boy  of  the 
French  forces  would  soon  owe  his  complete 
freedom  to  an  unforseen  circumstance.  New 
France  didn't  have  a  hangman.  The  prisoner 
would  be  pardoned  if  in  return  he  agreed  to 
fulfill  the  function  of  an  executioner.  And 
that's  what  he  did." 

—  Robert-Lionel  Seguin, 

La  vie  libertine  en  Nouvelle-France 

au  dix-septieme  siecle,  2  Vols. 

(Montreal:  Lemeac),  1972,  pp.  343-44. 

The  intriguing  story  of  Canada's 
first  executioner,  as  well  as 
other  bits  of  early  Canadian  gay 
history,  have  come  to  light  while 
compiling  Homosexuality  in 
Canada:  A  Bibliography,  the  latest  pro- 
ject of  the  ambitious  Canadian  Gay  Ar- 
chives. Nearing  the  final  stages  of  re- 
search and  production,  this  extensively 
expanded  edition  of  Alex  Spence's  1979 
bibliography  will  provide  the  most  com- 
prehensive listing  to  date  of  materials  on 
homosexuality  by  or  about  Canadians. 
For  those  of  us  interested  in  the  docu- 
mentation of  our  lives  as  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  the  news  is  exciting  —  well,  at  least 
interesting.  The  pursuit  of  our  long- 
obscured  history  has,  during  the  past  few 
years,  made  great  strides,  primarily 
through  the  efforts  of  gay  historians  like 
Jonathan  Katz  and  Allan  Berube.  The 
specific  field  of  bibliographic  research  has 
been  well  served  by  the  work  of  Vern  L 
Bullough  (An  Annotated  Bibliography  of 
Homosexuality,  1976),  and  William 
Parker  (Homosexuality:  A  Selective 
Bibliography,  1973;  Homosexuality  Bib- 


Getting  caught  1842 

John  Cooper,  Private,  89th  Regiment  of 
Foot:  "....About  nine  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  the  first  of  March  last  I  heard  a  noise 
at  private  Patrick  Kelly's  bed,  went  to  the 
urine  tub  which  is  near  Kelly's  bed,  saw 
Samuel  Moore  sitting  on  Kelly's  bed,  saw  him 
put  his  hand  under  the  bed  clothes  and  lift 
them  up. . .  went  to  Sergent  Sweet's  cot  and 
told  him  there  was  something  going  on  at 
Patrick  Kelly's  cot,  he  immediately  got  up  and 
asked  me  what  I  thought  it  was,  I  told  him  to 
come  with  me  and  see  —  he  went  down  one 
side  of  the  stove  and  I  went  down  the  other  — 
Sergent  Sweet  then  opened  the  stove  door, 
when  we  saw  Samuel  Moore  in  Kelly's  bed  — 
Kelly  was  lying  on  his  belly,  the  bed  clothes 
were  on  the  floor  —  both  men  were  naked  — 
I  saw  Moore  on  the  top  of  Kelly  working  away 
as  if  it  was  a  woman.  When  the  Alarm  was 
given  Moore  rose  up  and  I  saw  his  private 
parts  come  out  of  Kelly's  body  —  he  then 
rolled  off  the  bed  on  the  floor  —  he  looked 
pale  and  the  picture  of  death." 

—  From  the  records  of  sworn  evidence  of 
John  Cooper  before  Robert  Reynolds  Esq. , 
one  ot  Her  Majesty's  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  Canada  West,  Western  District,  April  5, 
1842,  in  relation  to  the  charge  of  sodomy 
against  Samuel  Moore,  Lance  Corporal 
and  Patrick  Kelly,  Private  of-the  89th  Regi- 
ment of  Foot.  (Both  Moore  and  Kelly  were 
found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  a  prison 
term  in  Kingston,  Ontario.) 


DIGGERS 

Collectors,  conservators  and  cataloguers,  too. 

Stephen  MacDonald  looks  at  the  people  of  the  Canadian 

Gay  Archives,  and  at  their  latest  and  largest 

piece  of  investigative  work 
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Keeping  track  of  it  all:  The  Archives'  Thorn,  Crawford,  Miller,  McKinney  and  Averill 


liography  Supplement,  1977.) 

The  earlier  Spence  bibliography  and 
now  the  new  edition  provide  a  unique 
Canadian  perspective  that  is  not  available 
in  other  work  because  it  attempts  to  cover 
the  dual  nature  of  our  unique  French  and 
English  cultures. 

• 
The  Canadian  Gay  Archives  was 
founded  in  1973  by  Ron  Dayman,  then  a 
member  of  The  Body  Politic  collective,  to 
ensure  that  the  full  story  of  our  commun- 
ity would  survive.  In  those  early  days,  he 
could  hardly  have  anticipated  the  size  and 
diversity  of  our  community  today,  nor 
the  extensive  growth  of  both  the  materials 
and  activities  that  make  the  Canadian 
Gay  Archives  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
active  collections  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
The  slow  transition  from  a  pile  of  card- 
board boxes  stacked  in  the  hall  at  an  early 
TBP  location  to  the  sophisticated  storage 
and  retrieval  systems  that  are  in  place  to- 
day has  been  a  long  haul.  The  current  col- 
lections consist  of  the  unique  papers  of 
gay  organizations  and  individuals,  more 
than  ten  thousand  issues  of  periodicals 
from  around  the  world,  thousands  of 
clippings,  files,  audiotapes,  video  and 
film  footage,  posters,  buttons,  match- 
boxes, photographs  —  and  thousands  of 
books. 

When  the  first  edition  of  the  Spence 
bibliography  was  published  in  1979,  the 
collection  was  housed  on  nine  shelves  and 
in  a  couple  of  filing  cabinets.  Today  the 
collection  occupies  more  than  two-hun- 
dred linear  metres  of  shelf  space  and  ten 
filing  cabinets.  These  figures  would  not 
be  so  impressive  if  the  material  were  not 
as  well  organized  as  it  is.  Much  of  this  is 
due  to  the  vision  and  drive  of  the  two  in- 
dividuals who,  more  than  anyone  else, 
shaped  and  developed  the  Archives  into 
what  they  are  now. 

James  Fraser  appeared  out  of  the 
woods  of  New  Brunswick  in  1976.  Actu- 
ally he'd  learned  his  trade  at  the  New 
Brunswick  Archives,  but  his  great  beard 
and  the  glint  in  his  eye  always  made  me 
think  he  looked  a  bit  like  a  handsome 
lumberjack.  With  energy  resources  that 


appeared  inexhaustible,  and  the  ability  to 
squeeze  resources  out  of  all  sorts  of  sour- 
ces including  his  own  pocket,  James  laid 
the  professional  groundwork,  erected 
shelves  and  sorted  documents  well  into 
the  early  hours  of  many,  many  mornings. 
James  is  currently  completing  a  graduate 
degree  in  archival  studies  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia,  but  his  contrib- 
ution and  influence  are  always  present. 

In  1977,  Alan  Miller,  working  on  three 
bibliographies  that  were  eventually 
published  by  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  La- 
bour, arrived  at  the  Archives  to  do  re- 
search. He's  been  there  ever  since.  With 
extensive  library  experience  behind  him, 
Miller  attacked  the  periodical  collection 
and  gave  it  some  order.  Even  today, 
hardly  an  evening  goes  by  when  Alan 
can't  be  found  poring  over  back  issues 
and  making  notes  on  thousands  of  three- 
by-five  index  cards  in  a  handwriting  legi- 
ble only  to  himself  and  a  very  practised 
few.  There  is  a  story  going  around  that  if 
Alan  leaves  his  own  notes  for  too  long 


even  he  can't  read  them. 

In  one  very  real  sense  it's  unfair  to  iso- 
late specific  individuals  when  telling  the 
story  of  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Vol- 
unteers from  the  library  and  archival  pro- 
fessions, historians,  researchers  and  oth- 
ers from  various  backgrounds  have  spent 
thousands  of  hours  over  the  past  eleven 
years,  sorting,  identifying  and  listing  the 
thousands  of  papers  and  documents  and 
things  that  are  the  heart  of  the  Archives. 
Harold  Averill,  Ian  Thorn,  Neil  Richards, 
and  Glendon  McKinney  have  made  some 
of  the  most  significant  contributions  of 
time  and  expertise  over  the  last  period. 
Other  supporters  of  the  Archives  have 
made  generous  donations  of  materials, 
supplies  and  money,  all  needed  to  fill  im- 
portant gaps  and  to  keep  the  organization 
afloat.  Although  the  most  important  re- 
source is  perhaps  the  free  labour  that 
maintains  the  Archives,  an  organization 
of  its  size  constantly  requires  funds  to  pay 
the  rent,  buy  storage  containers  and  even 
to  purchase  important  additions  to  the 
collections  available  only  on  the  commer- 
cial market.  Fundraising  is  always  a 
strain,  but  since  1981  the  Archives  has 
been  recognized  as  a  charitable  institution 
by  Revenue  Canada,  making  financial 
contributions  tax-deductible. 

• 
The  activities  of  the  Archives  collective 
have  not  been  restricted  to  the  collection 
and  organization  of  materials.  Since  1977, 
a  newsletter,  The  Gay  Archivist,  has  been 
published  on  an  irregular  basis.  Two  im- 
portant conferences  have  been  organized. 
"Whitman  in  Ontario"  was  held  in  Octo- 
ber 1980  to  commemorate  Walt  Whit- 
man's visit  to  this  province  in  October 
1880.  In  July  1982,  the  conference 
"Wilde  '82"  marked  the  anniversary  of 
Oscar  Wilde's  1882  tour  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. In  both  cases  an  impressive  list  of  les- 
bian and  gay  historians  and  academics 
presented  papers  or  slide  shows,  and  con- 
ducted workshops  on  various  aspects  of 
gay  history  and  research,  all  well-attend- 
ed by  the  crowds  at ' ' Doing  It!",  that 
year's  national  gay  conference. 

The  Canadian  Gay  Archives  has  always 
encouraged  the  use  of  its  resources  for 
research  by  the  public.  Students,  socioli- 
gists,  historians,  lawyers,  journalists  and 
those  working  in  the  gay  liberation  move- 
ment have  all  made  extensive  use  of  ma- 
terial in  the  Archives  and  the  competent 
assistance  of  the  volunteer  staff. 

• 
The  1979  edition  of  Homosexuality  in 
Canada  collected  almost  3,000  works  by 
Canadian  authors,  works  about  gay  is- 
sues in  Canada  and  works  about  interna- 
tional issues  published  in  Canada.  It  in- 


Bill  Crawford  at  the  computer:  6, 000  entries,  $19, 900  in  grants — and  endless  hours 
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New  Year's  Eve 

Bring  in  the  new  year  with 


An  evening  of  fine  dining,  dancing 

and  entertainment 

Sponsored  by  the  Gay  Counselling 

Centre  of  Toronto 

For  more  information  call 

977-2153  or  598-7896 


SELF 


Basic  8  week  course  begins  Thurs,  Oct  25, 7pm 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  Toronto 

information/registration  466-6020  cost  $45.00 

Gay  parents  interested  in  street-proofing 
course  for  your  children,  call  for  more  info. 


THE  DOWNTOWN  DANCERS  CALL  IT  HOME 

Fridays 

DOORS  OPEN  12  MIDNIGHT  COVER  $5.00 

Saturdays 

DOORS  OPEN  12  MIDNIGHT  COVER  $700 

Sundays 

DOORS  OPEN  11  PM    COVER  $5.00 

Half  price before 'WO ]am.  on 
Saturdays 

530YONGEST. 
(Above  the  Parkside  Tavern) 

TORONTO 


eluded  material  published  to  1978  and, 
like  all  works  of  its  kind,  was  out  of  date 
as  soon  as  it  came  off  the  press. 

Since  that  time  the  Archives  staff  has 
attempted  to  keep  track  of  all  new  materi- 
al published.  They  also  recognized  that 
the  original  edition  was  flawed  by  several 
serious  gaps,  especially  a  lack  of  material 
from  French  Canada  and  the  near  ab- 
sence of  lesbian  visibility.  In  1983,  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives  applied  to  the 
Social  Science  and  Humanities  Research 
Council  of  Canada  for  project  funds  to 
compile  and  publish  an  updated  and  ex- 
panded edition  of  the  bibliography.  The 
proposal  was  accepted  and  slightly  more 
than  $17,400  was  made  available  to  hire  a 
researcher  and  buy  a  basic  microcompu- 
ter. The  project  was  further  assisted  by  a 
special  grant  of  $2,500  from  the  Gay 
Community  Appeal  of  Toronto,  which 
was  used  to  purchase  printing  equipment 
for  the  computer. 

The  organizational  and  research  skills 
required  to  complete  a  project  of  this  size 
and  scope  are  special  and  rare.  The  Ar- 
chives was  fortunate  to  be  able  to  employ 
the  services  of  William  Crawford  for  six 
months  to  work  on  the  project.  A  gradu- 
ate student  in  medieval  studies  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto,  Crawford  has  a  love 
of  bibliographic  detective  work,  a  good 
knowledge  of  computer  technology  and 
the  ability  to  work  in  both  French  and 
English. 

The  new  edition  will  contain  more  than 
twice  the  number  of  entries,  many  of 
which  will  be  annotated.  The  Archives 
currently  has  about  seventy-five  percent 
of  the  material  that  will  be  listed  in  the 
new  edition  and  are  hoping  that  publica- 
tion will  encourage  people  to  help  them 
locate  copies  of  works  that  they  don't 
have.  A  very  serious  attempt  has  been 
made  to  include  material  from  French 
Canada  and  more  lesbian  material. 

When  you  look  through  the  pages  and 
pages  of  entries  in  a  draft  copy  of  the 
bibliography  it's  impossible  not  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  volume  and  scope  of  the 
work  and  with  how  much  this  tells  us 
about  the  extent  and  diversity  of  our 


Berdache  sweetheart 

"I  only  knew  well  one  of  these  men  that 
wears  women's  clothing.  There  are  others 
that  I  knows  but  they  used  men's  clothing. 
They  are  mostly  Quatsino  Indians.  I  will  tell 
you  about  the  one  I  knew.  This  man,  her 
name  was  Frances.  The  first  time  I  saw  her, 
he  came  to  Fort  Rupert  and  I  was  young.  I 
saw  this  one  with  women's  clothing  but  she 
had  an  men's  voice.  We  went  to  see  the 
people  in  the  house  where  they  were  staying, 
and  she  began  to  look  at  us,  and  she  spoke  to 
me  and  says,  'you,  young  fella,  I'm  going  to 
have  you  for  my  sweetheart.'  During  the  time, 
she  called  me  to  go  and  see  her  at  the  house 
where  she  was,  and  when  I  went  there,  she 
caught  hold  of  me,  and  when  I  went  there  she 
throwed  me  right  into  her  bed.  My,  she  was 
strong  —  awful  strong.  She  told  me  she  want 
me  to  lie  with  her.  Before  that  I  was  told  she 
was  a  man,  and  I  was  kind  of  scared  to  lie 
down  with  her,  but  I  couldn't  help  it  because 
she  was  so  strong  and  hold  me  down.  She 
spread  her  legs  and  pulled  me  in,  taking  hold 
of  my  pecker  and  putting  it  in.  I  guess  the  In- 
dian Agent  wrote  to  Victoria,  telling  the 
officials  what  she  was  doing. 

She  was  taken  to  Victoria,  and  the  police- 
man took  her  clothes  off  and  found  she  was  a 
man,  so  they  gave  him  a  suit  of  clothes  and 
cut  off  his  hair  and  sent  him  back  home. 
When  I  saw  him  again,  she  was  a  man.  He 
was  no  more  my  sweet-heart." 

—  From  C.S.  Ford,  Smoke  from  Their 
Fires:  the  Life  of  a  Kwakiute  Chief,  c  1941 , 

pp.  129-130. 


presence  as  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
Canada.  After  1970  we  can  trace  what  is 
literally  an  explosion  of  material  in  the 
area  of  lesbian  literature  in  works  of  both 
theory  and  imagination.  The  last  few 
years  have  seen  an  amazing  increase  in 
the  amount  of  material  on  gay  history, 
literature,  as  well  as  theatre  and  other 
visual  and  performing  arts.  The  number 
of  gay  films  and  video  tapes  indicates  the 
increasing  gay  presence  in  these  areas. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  discovery  for 
me  as  an  English  Canadian  was  the  great 
amount  of  material  from  French  Canada. 
It  is  a  fascinating  illustration  of  the 
vibrancy  of  Quebec  cultural  activity, 
which  is  unfortunately  still  too  often  ig- 
nored by  the  rest  of  the  country.  The  pro- 
duction of  this  excellent  bibliography  will 
hopefully  be  one  small  step  towards 
breaking  down  the  isolation  of  valuable 
French  material. 

When  the  new  Homosexuality  in  Cana- 
da: A  Bibliography  appears  in  the  fall  of 
this  year,  we'll  possess  a  document  that 
demonstrates  the  ever  increasing  profes- 
sionalism of  organizations  like  the  Cana- 
dian Gay  Archives  and  reflects  the  rich 
complexity  of  our  own  self-definition.  □ 

The  1984  edition  of  Homosexuality  in  Canada: 
A  Bibliography  is  available  from  the  Canadian 
Gay  Archives,  at  the  address  given  below,  for 
$19.95  plus  $1  postage. 

Other  titles  in  the  Archives'  publication  series 

include: 

Homosexuality  in  Canada:  A  Bibliography. 

Compiled  by  Alex  Spence.  1979.  85  pp.  $6.00. 

The  Genetic  Imperative:  Fact  and  Fantasy  in 

Sociobiology,  a  bibliography  compiled  by 

Alan  V Miller.  1979.  107pp.  $6.00. 

Ian  Young:  A  Bibliography.  1981.  58  pp. 

$2.00. 

Lesbian  Periodical  Holdings  in  the  Canadian 

Gay  Archives.  Compiled  by  Alan  V  Miller. 

1981.  15  pp.  Out  of  print. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Heritage  of  Toronto.  1982. 
12  pp.  Out  of  print. 

Homosexuality  in  Ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
Civilization.  Compiled  by  Beert  C  Verstraete. 

1982.  14  pp.  $2.00 

Gays  and  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syn- 
dome  (AIDS),  a  bibliography  compiled  by  Alan 
V  Miller.  2nded,  1983.  67pp.  Out  of  print. 
Organizing  an  Archives:  The  Canadian  Gay 
Archives  Experience.  By  James  Fraser  and 
Harold Averill.  1983.  68pp.  $10.00. 

Medical,  Social  and  Political  Aspects  of  the  ■ 
Accquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome 
(AIDS).  A  bibliography  compiled  by  Donald  W 
McLeod  and  Alan  V  Miller.  Projected  for  late 
1984. 

All  publications  still  available  can  be  ordered 
from  the  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W 1G2. 
Please  include  $1  to  cover  postage. 

Donations  of  time,  materials  or  money  are 
always  welcome  and  greatly  appreciated.  Write 
to  the  address  above,  or  call  (416)  364-7259. 
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"I  want  them  harder."  My  body  hears  and 
flesh  changes  form.  Her  fingers  squeeze  my 
nipples  and  I  do  not  drop  my  eyes.  The  pain  is 
sweet;  it  destroys  the  years  of  numbness.  I 
want  her  to  squeeze  harder.  The  message  is 
exchanged  in  silence  and  her  hands  take 
fuller  control  of  my  breasts." 

"The  Gift  of  Taking,"  by  Joan  Nestle, 
in  On  Our  Backs 

If  Penthouse's  tasteful  shots  of  Van- 
essa Williams  in  the  buff  and  making 
it  with  another  woman  didn't  pro- 
vide you  with  enough  incentive  to 
come  out  as  a  lesbian  porn- 
consumer,  take  heart  —  you  may  get 
another  chance,  courtesy  of  two  new 
publications. 

The  San  Francisco-based  On  Our 
Backs,  printed  in  black  and  white  on 
good  quality  paper  in  a  48-page  magazine 
format,  bills  itself  as  "entertainment  for 
the  adventurous  lesbian."  Hot  on  OOB's 
heels  comes  Boston's  Bad  Attitude  (as  in 
"Young  lady,  you've  got  a..."),  an  uppity 
12-page  newsprint  tabloid.  Both  aim  to  be 
more  or  less  quarterly  and  both  promise 
to  be  provocative  —  to  turn  on,  rather 
than  preach  at,  their  audiences.  A  num- 
ber of  friends  who  are  fans  of  fiction-to- 
get-off-by  give  them  both  top  marks. 
'She  found  my  clit  and  began  moving  back 
and  forth.  A  gasp  escaped  my  mouth  and  I 
opened  my  legs  wider.  Her  middle  finger 
slipped  in  past  the  soft  outer  lips  so  gently  at 
first  I  didn't  feel  it.  Then  she  pushed  inside 

But  not  at  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore 

September  28, 1984 

Dear  friends  at  The  Body  Politic: 

The  process  of  making  decisions  for  a 
feminist  bookstore  is  often  difficult  and 
fraught  with  many  political  considerations. 
To  define  who  our  customers  are  and  how 
we  can  best  meet  their  needs  is  much 
more  complicated  than  it  might  appear. 
One  would  think  that  when  ordering  books 
our  guiding  criteria  is  simple:  if  it  is  a  fem- 
inist book,  carry  it;  if  it  is  anti-feminist  or 
anti-woman,  don't  carry  it.  This  general 
rule  serves  us  90%  of  the  time. 

Recently  new  material  that  is  best  de- 
scribed as  lesbian  pro-sadomasochistic 
has  arrived  at  our  store.  After  reviewing 
this  material  carefully,  we  found  it  to  be 
anti-feminist,  anti-woman,  anti-semetic 
and  racist.  The  material  often  utilizes  trad- 
itional pornographic  format  in  that  it  ster- 
eotypes women  as  enjoying  violence  and 
degradation  and  perpetuates  an  industry 
that  exploits  all  women.  This  tendency 
brought  home  to  us  the  fact  that  not  every 
idea  thought  by  a  feminist  is  indeed  a 
feminist  idea.  We  as  a  bookstore  will  not 
promote  the  commercialized  exploitation  of 
women.  We  currently  feel  that  the  material 
that  we  have  been  asked  to  carry  fits  into 
this  category. 

Decisions  made  in  this  store  are  not 
carved  in  stone.  Our  process  is  continuous 
and  is  affected  by  community  response. 
As  a  feminist  bookstore  it  is  our  responsi- 
bility to  consider  your  opinion  regarding 
our  position.  However,  the  ability  of  those 
of  us  at  the  front  desk  to  effectively  re- 
spond to  your  verbal  comments  is  limited. 
The  best  vehicle  for  your  ideas  is  a  letter 
so  that  all  of  us  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
consider  them.  Please  address  any  cor- 
respondence to:  The  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St.,  Toronto,  On- 
tario M5S1G4. 

Thank  you, 

The  women  at  The  Toronto 

Women's  Bookstore 

This  letter  is  not  to  be  edited. 


Chris  Bearchell 
looks  at  two  of  the 
new  crop  of  lusty 
lesbian  magazines, 
and  has  one  over- 
whelming reaction: 


AT  LAST! 


and  I  felt  the  dams  burst.  I  opened  my  mouth 
and  tried  to  swallow  my  screams  of  pleasure. 
Ella's  tongue  filled  me  and  sucked  me  up  with 
joy." 

—  "A  Piece  of  Time,"  by  Jewelle 
Gomez,  in  On  Our  Backs 

I  talked  to  OOB  publisher  Debbie  Sun- 
dahl  the  day  after  she'd  put  the  Fall  1984 
issue,  the  second,  to  bed.  She  explained 
that  it  took  her  and  her  colleagues  nine 
months  to  launch  the  magazine  and  that 
they  had  been  inspired  to  take  up  the  pro- 
ject "by  the  way  the  anti-porn  analysis  of 
sex  that  is  so  prevalent  in  the  lesbian  and 
feminist  press  was  stuck  on  the  victimiza- 
tion aspects  of  sex  and  was  unwilling  or 
unable  to  go  beyond  that  to  exploring 
and  celebrating  the  positive  aspects  of 
sexuality."  She  says  she's  not  personally 
that  happy  the  magazine's  name  is  a  par- 
ody of  the  feminist  publication  off  our 
backs,  although  she  acknowledges  it's  a 
clever  joke.  But  she  shares  her  staffs 
determination  to  "differentiate  ourselves 
from  that  style  of  lesbian  publishing"  — 
no  boring  polemics  for  OOB. 

The  closest  thing  the  magazine  has  to  a 
predecessor  is  the  now-defunct  journal 
Sapphic  Touch,  which  published  only  one 
issue  in  1979.  Sundahl  sees  OOB  as  part  of 
the  same  tradition  —  one  that  "includes 
such  things  as  the  Samois  (lesbian-femin- 
ist s/m  group)  book  Coming  to  Power, 
the  sex  issue  of  (the  feminist  cultural  jour- 
nal) Heresies  and  the  Barnard  (Feminist 
and  the  Scholar)  Conference  on  Sexual- 
ity." It's  a  movement  that  has  questioned 
many  of  our  preconceptions  about  the  re- 
lationship between  sex  and  power  —  issu- 
ing a  challenge  that  has  sent  many  people 
scurrying  for  cover. 

In  Toronto,  and  probably  elsewhere, 
On  Our  Backs  has  the  honour  of  contin- 
uing the  tradition.  When  a  preview  issue 
of  the  magazine  was  received  at  the  Tor- 
onto Women's  Bookstore,  the  staff,  who 
had  been  worried  by  complaints  in  the 
store's  suggestion  box  about  Coming  to 
Power,  met  to  discuss  what  their  policy 
should  be  on  "s/m  material."  After  re- 
viewing a  line  of  greeting  cards,  OOB  and 
two  lesbian  s/m  newsletters,  The  Power 
Exchange  and  Outrageous  Women  (Bad 
Attitude  is  still  available  here  only  by 
subscription)  they  issued  the  statement 
that  accompanies  this  article.  While  the 
statement  doesn't  describe  the  nature  of 
the  material  examined,  bookstore  owner 
Patti  Kirk  explained  to  TAP  that  the  cards 
and  publications  are  now  on  the  store's 
prohibited  list,  and  that  Coming  to 
Power,  which  the  store  has  sold  since  it 


came  out,  "is  still  under  review."  In  not 
explaining  what  material  was  under  con- 
sideration, the  statement  is  particularly 
misleading  —  for  instance,  the  concerns 
about  racism  and  the  commercial  exploi- 
tation of  women  were  only  in  reference  to 
the  greeting  cards.  Kirk  says  the  store 
won't  be  carrying  On  Our  Backs  because 
of  its  s  /  m  bent  and  because  of  its  ad 
content. 

"She  felt  small  and  alone  in  the  middle  of  the 
room;  her  cheeks  burning,  her  crotch  aching 
painfully.  Their  eyes  slithered  up  her  body 
and  made  her  shudder.  Straining  for  her 
breath  she  hissed  in  a  soft  whisper,  'Well, 
butchy,  are  you  a  gentleman  or  just  a  punk  in 
drag?" 

—"Phantom  Knights,"  by  Fanny 
Fatale,  in  On  Our  Backs 

"The  s/m  content  in  this  issue  was  real- 
ly minimal,  according  to  my  definition  of 
s/m,"  OOB's  Sundahl  sighed,  "but 
our  focus  is  on  getting  OOB  out  to  those 
women  who  want  it  rather  than  putting 
energy  into  convincing  those  who  are  hes- 
itant; we  hope  the  magazine  itself  will  do 
the  convincing  for  us,  and  that  it  will  con- 
tribute to  a  climate  where  women  will  feel 
freer  to  express  themselves  sexually." 

Unlike  the  women  at  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore,  most  of  the  women 
I  consulted  were  favourably  impressed  by 
the  number  and  type  of  ads  in  OOB  —  ads 
for  leather  gear;  dildoes;  sensuous  soaps; 
erotic  videos,  prints  and  comic  books;  a 


bar  that  features  lesbian  strip  shows;  sex 
workshops;  oils  and  lubricants;  vibrators 

—  including  a  fuckable  duck;  books; 
organizations;  sexologists;  graphic  artists. 
And  the  beginnings  of  a  promising  classi- 
fied section. 

The  OOB  women  figure  their  detractors 
would  prefer  to  be  protected  from  the 
reality  conveyed  by  the  ads:  that  there  are 
a  lot  of  businesses  owned  by  lesbians  or 
women,  or  oriented  to  women,  that  sup- 
port the  idea  of  a  lesbian  sex  magazine 
and  are  part  of  the  sex  industry  them- 
selves. "They've  never  had  a  place  to 
advertise  before,"  says  Sundahl.  "This 
magazine  speaks  for,  and  reaches,  a  part 
of  the  lesbian  population  that  has  been 
silenced  or  censored  until  now." 

Of  the  hundreds  of  letters  and  calls  On 
Our  Backs  has  received,  only  one  has 
been  hostile  and  moralistic.  But  while 
they  haven't  yet  received  much  of  the 
criticism  they  expected,  reader  response 
has  not  been  uniform,  either.  Fanny 
Fatale's  short  story  "Phantom  Knights" 
is  probably  one  of  the  most  controversial 
pieces  in  the  magazine.  In  it,  three  dykes 

—  one  gay  (a  butch  who  likes  butches), 
one  straight  (a  fern  who  likes  butches) 
and  one  bi  (a  butch  who  likes  either)  — 
get  together  for  a  mad  threesome.  One 
woman  I  talked  to  found  it  pornographic 
because  it  "reinforced  stereotypes  of 
women  and  used  sex  to  keep  women  in 
their  place."  Sundahl  called  it  a  "par- 
ticularly sophisticated  piece  of  butch-fem 
writing"  and  said  that  about  half  of  those 
readers  who  reacted  to  it  liked  it,  while 
the  other  half  didn't  like  it  or  didn't 
understand  it.  OOB's  only  limits,  in  terms 
of  acceptable  subject  matter,  are  those 
imposed  by  law. 

"She  kept  a  finger  in  my  asshole  and  pushed 
the  dildoe  inside  of  me.  I  felt  the  fullness  and 
moaned  even  louder.  She  began  to  move  the 
dildoe,  and  her  finger,  in  and  out  of  me 
waiting  for  my  moans  each  time.  She  also 
placed  a  finger  on  my  clit  and  soon  I  could  not 
tell  what  she  was  touching  or  where.  All  I 
knew  was  that  my  cunt  was  burning  up." 

—  "Rave  Reviews,"  by  Lavendar 
Ties,  in  Bad  Attitude 

Like  On  Our  Backs,  Bad  A  ttitude  is  a 
forum  for  otherwise  silenced  lesbians.  It 
contains  fiction,  features,  poetry  and 
photographs.  The  two  short  stories  defin- 
itely pass  the  wet  test.  But,  from  their 
first  issue,  sex-related  features  seem  to  be 
BA's  forte. 

In  "A  Dyke  in  the  Combat  Zone," 
Peggy  Morgan,  who  works  Boston's  strip 
and  prostitution  circuit,  asks,  "Is  a  naked 
woman  in  high  heels  and  make-up  inher- 
ently and  more  degrading  than  a  woman 


A  new  era:  OOB's  Sundahl,  L  A  Hyder,  Susan  Xtran,  Nan  Kinney  and  Susie  Bright 
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in  a  designer  suit  and  high  heels  and 
make-up?  What  sets  the  nude  woman 
apart?  I  don't  trust  any  discussion  of  por- 
nography that  does  not  also  include  ex- 
tensive discussion  of  other  cultural  im- 
ages of  women." 

Veneita  Porter,  in  "The  Complex 
Maze,"  writes,  "I  am  a  black  lesbian.  My 
power  is  inherent  and  indivisible.  What  1 
want  from  the  world  is  what  my  slave 
sister  wanted.  Freedom.  Does  that  word 
turn  you  on?  Oh  good."  A  Jewish  dyke  in 
search  of  her  heritage,  a  lesbian  behind 
bars  and  the  two  editors  themselves  are 
among  the  other  voices  in  the  first  issue's 
provocative,  sometimes  experimental  — 
and  sometimes  sexy  —  non-fiction. 

Both  BA  and  OOB  contain  poetry, 
which  seems  to  have  gone  unnoticed  by 
all  the  women  I  canvassed  for  opinions 
on  the  two  magazines,  but  I  found  some 
of  it,  in  each  periodical,  quite  effectively 
erotic.  In  the  humour  department,  OOB 
includes  a  comic  strip  and  a  piece  of  sa- 
tire; Bad  Attitude  is  generally  funnier  in 
tone,  though.  There  are  more  —  and 
more  explicit  —  photographs  in  OOB.  But 
BA  get  the  award  for  the  riskiest  photo  (if 
comments  I've  collected  are  representa- 
tive), for  a  shot  of  a  knife  blade  through  a 
ring  piercing  a  nipple.  My  own  reaction 
to  Bad  Attitude  is  that  it  is  cruder,  more 
irreverent  and  more  defiant  than  almost 
anything  I've  ever  seen  before,  and  that 
makes  it  just  plain  delightful. 

"In  one  movement  I  turned,  tripped  her  for- 
ward and  sloshed  my  hand  into  the  KY  vat.  I 
fell  down  behind  her  and  quickly  worked 
three  fingers  into  her  asshole.  She  cried  out 
from  the  pressure,  but  when  I  pulled  them  out 
her  greedy  asshole  begged  for  more.  Two 
fingers  slipped  easily  in  and  out.  I  worked  her 
ass  for  a  while,  massaging  her  inner  thighs 
with  my  other  hand.  I  reached  under  her  to 
caress  her  cl it  and  forced  my  two  fingers  up 
her  ass  as  far  as  felt  comfortable.  Debbie 
moaned  and  I  just  rested  my  two  fingers  in- 
side her,  feeling  the  blood  vessels  dilate.  A 
shiver  ran  up  my  spine  —  taking  her  pulse 
from  four  inches  up  her  ass  thrilled  me,  I 
wanted  to  become  her,  I  wanted  to  stop 
thinking." 

—  "Editor-in-Chief  (Where  Debbie 

Learns  the  Finer  Points  of  Journalism)," 

by  Cindy  Patton,  in  Bad  Attitude 

Bad  Attitude's  Amy  Hoffman  confes- 
ses that  the  gay  and  feminist  press's 
timidity  in  dealing  with  controversy  in 
our  own  movements  about  sex  led  her  to 
the  following  editrix  fantasy:  "the  phone 
rings;  it's  Ms  magazine;  the  voice  on  the 
other  end  begs  me,  'We'll  give  you  a  year 
and  all  the  money  you  need,  just  make 
this  rag  interesting.' "  Hoffman  and  co- 
editor  Cindy  Patton  are  both  on  the  staff 
of  Gay  Community  News,  which  was  the 
first  mixed  gay  group  Hoffman  was  in- 
volved with.  She  and  other  women  who 
joined  GCN  at  about  the  same  time  saw 
their  challenge  as  "educating  the  fag- 
gots" about  sexism.  "Something  else 
happened  as  well,"  she  writes,  "although 
in  my  righteousness  I  was  embarrassed  to 
admit  it  at  first:  the  gay  men  were  also  ed- 
ucating me,  especially  through  their  en- 
thusiastic, open  discussions  of  sex."  The 
reciprocal  influence  seems  to  have  been  a 
fruitful  process  that  included  the  produc- 
tion of  the  pilot  issue  of  Bad  A  ttitude 
with  the  assistance  of  Boston's  radical 
gay-male  magazine.  Fag  Rag. 

"The  contributors  to  Bad  Attitude," 
writes  editor  Patton,  "are  taking  a  big 
chance  in  sharing  their  secret  feelings  and 
articulating,  criticizing  and  analyzing 
what  they  may  be  afraid  to  discuss  at  the 
average  lesbian  pot  luck  supper.  I  believe 
that  out  of  these  renegade  voices  we  can 
reach  a  better  appreciation  of  and  respect 
for  the  richness  and  diversity  of  our 
sexualities." 


BA  photo:  "crude,  irreverent,  defiant" 


"With  the  advent  of  On  Our  Backs," 
proclaims  San  Francisco's  Bay  Area  Re- 
porter, "a  new  era  in  lesbian  publishing 
has  begun."  OOB's  editors  say  the  most 
common  comment  they've  received  so  far 
is  that  "it's  long  overdue."  The  feeling 
seems  to  be  widespread  indeed. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  pro- 
jects are  and  will  be  politically  stimulat- 
ing. The  real  test,  of  course,  will  be 
whether  they  grab  enough  women  by  the 
clit  to  keep  them  coming  back  for  more. 
Although  I'm  positive  I  won't  be  able  to 
wait  three  months  between  treats,  I,  for 
one,  am  already  hooked.  □ 

To  subscribe,  contribute  to  or  otherwise  com- 
municate with  the  publications  mentioned  in 
this  article,  write: 

On  Our  Backs,  Box  421916,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94142.  ($4 per  issue  inside  the  USA;  $5.50  US 
outside  the  country.) 

Bad  Attitude,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  St,  5th 
fl,  Boston,  MA  02111.  ($10  US  for  four  issues.) 
The  Power  Exchange,  Box  527,  Richmond 
Hill,  NY  11418-0527.  ($15  for  six  issues  inside 
the  USA;  $20  US  outside  the  country;  make 
payable  to  Pat  Calif ia.) 
Outrageous  Women,  Box  23,  Sommerville,  - 
MA  02143.  ($10  US  per  year;  quarterly.) 


BOOKS 


Putting  the  s-  back  into  art  history 


Michelangelo:  A  Psychoanalytic  Study  of  His 
Life  and  Images,  by  Robert  L  Liebert  MD,  Yale 
University  Press. 

Robert  Liebert  is  both  a  practicing 
psychoanalyst  and  an  art  historian.  It's  a 
rare  combination,  and  he  works  hard  to 
align  the  methods  of  both  disciplines  in 
this  study  of  Michelangelo's  career.  It's 
a  long  but  never  long-winded  book.  Ever 
since  the  publication  in  1910  of  Freud's 
highly  influential  analysis  of  Leonardo 
da  Vinci,  psychoanalitically  oriented  art 
theory  has  tended  to  be  reductive  in  two 
significant  ways.  Firstly  it  tends  to 
reduce  the  entire  corpus  of  an  artist's 


work  to  a  limited  system  of  sexual  sym- 
bolism. And  secondly  it  tends  to  disre- 
gard all  other  determinations  in  an  art- 
ist's work  in  favour  of  his  or  her  infan- 
tile sexual  fantasies. 

However,  as  Leo  Bersani  has  pointed 
out  in  his  book  on  Baudelaire  and 
Freud,  in  practice  this  almost  invariably 
involves  the  deployment  of  the  concept 
of  fantasy  in  order  to  establish  specific 
sexual  scenarios  to  which  the  artist  is 
seen  to  be  constantly  drawn.  In  this 
manner  an  artist's  career  emerges  as  lit- 
tle more  than  the  obsessive  reiteration  of 
a  single  fixed  idea.  From  this  methodo- 
logical perspective,  psychoanalysis  all 
too  often  tends  to  buttress  a  normative 
picture  of  psycho-sexual  "development," 
which,  I  scarcely  need  point  out,  is  in- 
variably heterosexual.  What  gets  absent- 
ed from  such  readings  is  precisely  that 
mobility  of  fantasy  which  was  the  major 
discovery  of  Freud's  psychoanalytic 
method  —  the  recognition  that  the 
movements  of  desire  do  not  resemble 
some  fixed  symbolic  code,  but  operate 
rather  according  to  the  creative,  and  fre- 
quently dramatic,  activity  of  displace- 
ment. The  more  repressed  the  desires, 
the  more  extreme  the  displacements  into 
and  between  representations  or  images. 

The  great  initial  virtue  of  Liebert's 
analysis  is  that,  unlike  any  other  serious 
study  of  Michelangelo,  it  does  not  shunt 
his  homosexuality  into  the  background 
as  if  it  were  some  kind  of  inconvenience 
or  disability,  to  be  overlooked  as  far  as 
possible.  Given  that  by  all  contemporary 
accounts  Michelangelo  was  indeed  a 
profoundly  ascetic  and  repressed  man, 
this  allows  many  commentators  to  allude 
to  his  homosexuality  only  to  praise  his 
"heroic"  stuggle  to  "overcome"  it. 

Liebert  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
any  such  overt  moralizing.  Instead  we 
are  provided  with  a  picture  of  an  isolat- 
ed and  largely  self-isolating  individual, 
boarded  out  to  a  wet  nurse  for  at  least 
the  first  two  years  of  his  life,  motherless 
from  the  age  of  six,  devoted  to  his  dis- 
loyal and  rather  foolish  father  and  the 
rest  of  his  family  in  a  somewhat  exasper- 
ated fashion.  The  problems  arise  not  so 
much  with  Liebert's  reading  of  Michel- 
angelo's life,  as  from  the  method  he  ap- 
plies to  make  psychoanalytic  sense  of  the 
art.  All  too  often  images  are  "de-coded" 
as  if  they  mirrored  interior  psychic 
dramas  in  some  relatively  direct  sense. 
Fortunately  he  makes  no  attempt  to  "ex- 
plain" Michelangelo's  actual  sexual 
object-choice  of  his  own  sex,  but  none- 


theless his  text  is  everywhere  informed 
by  the  normative  assumption  that  some- 
thing went  "wrong"  in  his  relations  with 
his  mother.  This  is  particularly  prob- 
lematic, since  Liebert  himself  is  also  at 
pains  to  point  out  that  infant  boarding- 
out  was  the  standard  child-raising  prac- 
tice for  contemporaries  of  Michelan- 
gelo's class  background. 

He  thus  argues  that  the  various  ideal 
embodiments  of  youth  throughout 
Michelangelo's  career  are  in  fact  parent- 
surrogates,  whereas  to  me  it  seems  that 
Michelangelo  himself  displaced  a  power- 
ful, if  contradictory,  maternal  model 
into  his  personality.  This  model  was 
nothing  if  not  self-sacrificing,  renuncia- 
tory, rather  publicly  "self-sacrificing" 
—  in  a  word,  masochistic.  This  of  course 
implies  absolutely  nothing  about  his 
actual  sexual  practice,  the  very  existence 
of  which  Dr  Liebert  is  inclined  to  doubt. 
I  am  not  so  pessimistic.  Yet  Liebert's 
doubt  is  significant  in  so  far  as  it  ties  in 
neatly  with  his  wish  to  regard  Michel- 
angelo's infinitely  complex  art  as  a  single 
extended  "sublimation"  of  his 
sexuality. 

We  can  however  regard  Michelan- 
gelo's art  in  a  very  different  light,  and 
find  within  it  not  a  unitary  sublimation, 
so  much  as  a  complex  orchestration  and 
articulation  of  homosexual  desires,  or- 
ganized around  a  series  of  highly  mobile 
images  of  (unconscious)  sexual  power 
relations.  In  this  context  I  was  surprised 
that  Liebert  leans  so  lightly  on  Michel- 
angelo's Sonnets  which,  like  those  of 
Shakespeare,  are  a  positive  inventory  of 
guilt,  anal  eroticism,  and  sado-masoch- 
istic fantasies  about  the  ideal,  impossible 
object  of  sexual  desire. 

Nonetheless  Liebert's  text  remains  an 
indispensible  introduction  to  Michel- 
angelo, which  will  hopefully  exert  some 
influence  on  an  art  historical  establish- 
ment which  still  tends  to  blush  at  the 
very  mention  of  s- .       Simon  Watney  □ 

London  art  historian  Simon  Watney  is  a 
former  member  of  the  Gay  Left  collective, 
and  was  a  regular  writer  for  the  late,  lament- 
ed British  bi-weekly,  Gay  News. 


FICTION 


Manners,  grooming 
and  charming  villainy 

Where  There's  a  Will  by  Edward  0  Phillips. 
McClelland  &  Stewart,  $18.95. 

While  our  country  does  not  lack  for  gift- 
ed writers  of  the  gay-male  experience  — 
Michael  Tremblay,  John  Herbert  and 
David  Watmough  come  to  mind  —  neith- 
er have  we  such  a  wealth  of  them  that  we 
can  afford  to  overlook  any.  Perhaps  it  is 
the  lack  of  a  developed  gay  literature  of 
criticism  that  accounts  for  the  scant  at- 
tention paid  to  at  least  one  writer  of 
substantial  ability:  Edward  O  Phillips. 
Despite  his  genuine  achievements,  in- 
cluding recently,  the  Editor's  Prize  in  the 
Cross-Canada  Writers'  Quarterly  writing 
competition  for  his  short  story,  "Why 
don't  you  sit  over  here?",  Phillips's  work 
has  not  been  much  noticed  by  the  gay 
press.  The  publication  of  his  second 
novel,  Where  There's  A  Will,  presents  an 
opportunity  to  right  the  balance. 

Like  his  first  book,  Sunday's  Child 
Phillip's  new  work  is  "sort  of"  a  murder 
mystery.  While  the  plots  of  both  books 
turn  on  death  and  its  concealment,  the 
mystery  in  each  case  is  not  of  the  who- 
dunit variety,  but  resides  in  the  response 
of  the  main  character  to  a  situation  that 
is  out  of  his  control.  Sunday's  Child, 
while  more  ambitious  philosophically,  is 
the  less  successful  of  the  two.  In  it,  the 
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sparkling  wit  which  is  Phillip's  forte  falls 
under  the  dark  shadow  of  moral  serious- 
ness. While  the  questions  raised  are  im- 
portant ones,  we  are  left  without  satisfy- 
ing answers.  Where  There's  A  Will,  on 
the  other  hand,  remains  truer  to  the 
satiric  impulse.  The  result  is  possibly  the 
funniest  book  about  death  since  Evelyn 
Waugh's  The  Loved  One. 

Our  hero,  Frank  Clarke,  is  a  distin- 
guished elder  gentleman  —  charming, 
well-mannered,  urbane  and  gay.  Like 
Geoffrey  Chadwick,  the  central  charac- 
ter of  Sunday's  Child,  he  is  a  product  of 
Westmount,  and  his  horizons  do  not  ex- 
tend much  beyond  its  manicured  lawns 
and  clipped  hedges.  Both  men  share  the 
temperament  born  of  Anglo-Quebec 
privilege:  a  rigid  sense  of  social  propri- 
ety, financial  shrewdness  and  a  distrust 
of  passion  in  any  form  other  than  pecu- 
niary greed.  Unlike  Phillips's  earlier 


Smiling  in  hell 


"Still  Sane,"  an  exhibition  of  sculpture 
and  writings  by  Persimmon  Blackbridge 
and  Sheila  Gilhooly,  ran  from  September 
29  to  October  20  at  the  Women  in  Focus 
Gallery  in  Vancouver.  Consisting  primar- 
ily of  fragmented  clay  figures  with  com- 
mentary written  directly  on  the  pieces,  the 
show  documented  the  three  years  that 
Gilhooly  spent  in  a  mental  hospital  for 
being  a  lesbian. 

The  pieces  talk  about  how  she  was 
committed  a  week  after  first  coming  out 
as  a  lesbian,  what  happened  to  her  in  the 
hospital,  the  side-effects  of  drug  and 
shock  treatments,  and  how  she  was  treat- 
ed when  she  got  out.  "Nineteen  shock 
treatments  and  I  still  don 't  want  to  be 
cured  of  being  a  lesbian,"  is  the  message 
scrawled  on  one  of  the  sculptures. 

Although  many  of  the  images  are  un- 
settling, even  frightening,  the  impact  is 
strong  and  positive.  The  exhibition 
documents  not  only  Gilhooly 's  painful 
experiences,  but  her  ability  to  resist  these 
humiliations  and  keep  her  own  spirit  in- 
tact. On  "Getting  Out  of  Strackville," 
Gilhooly  writes:  "Me,  I  was  going  to  pass 
for  NORMAL  and  get  out.  So  there  I  was, 
trying  to  act  nORmal,  all  drugged  UP  in 
this  place  that  STINKS  of  shit  and  Lysol 
and  every  DA  Y  is  ENDlessly  BORing  ex- 
cept for  occasional  flashes  of  VIOLENCE 
and  I'm  powerless  to  protect  myself  and 
I'm  being  normal.  Normal  women  don 't 
talk  about  being  a  lesbian  and  they  're 
always  cheerful.  I  was  very  good,  always 
smiling,  never  complaining  or  bothering 
the  staff,  keeping  my  mouth  shut  and 
smiting,  always  obedient  and  quiet  and 
nice  and  smiling,  in  the  middle  of  this 
hELLhote  SMILING  and  SMI  Ling.  And  I 
DID  it  after  three  months  of  it,  I  got 
out."  SonjaXfillsa 
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hero,  however,  Frank  Clarke  is  relatively 
unburdened  by  moral  scruples  or  the 
habit  of  self-examination.  He  is  capable 
of  almost  any  trespass  against  morality 
that  does  not  oblige  him  to  appear  ill- 
mannered  or  ill-groomed. 

Although  his  methods  are  deplorable, 
Frank's  motives,  if  not  actually  noble, 
are  at  least  worthy  of  our  sympathy.  He 
is  afraid  of  dying  without  leaving  a 
mark,  a  common  concern  of  gays  in  a 
culture  where  children  are  the  only  cur- 
rency generally  accepted  for  the  pur- 
chase of  immortality.  Frank's  ambition 
is  to  leave  behind  a  collection  of  fine 
drawings.  His  own  means,  while  suffici- 
ent to  his  comfort,  are  inadequate  to  the 
task  at  hand,  and  so  he  comes  to  eye 
greedily  the  mound  of  wealth  upon 
which  his  aging  mother  sits,  and  over 
which  he  has  power  of  attorney. 

We  are  almost  prepared  to  forgive 
Frank  his  villainy  on  account  of  his  wit 
and  charm.  In  his  entertaining  company, 
and  that  of  his  bizarre  cousin,  the  de- 
cripit  diva,  Stella  Delia  Chiesa  (nee 
Estelle  Church),  who  manages  the  re- 
markable feat  of  being  "at  once  tem- 
pestuous and  Canadian,"  we  set  off  on  a 
hilarious  journey  through  a  most  im- 
probable plot  that  has  all  the  merry 
lightness  of  a  Commedia  dell'  arte  farce. 
References  to  opera  abound,  and  Phil- 
lips has  borrowed  from  the  plot  of 


AESTHETERA 


And  no  obligation... 

North  America's  only  book  club  for  gay  and 
lesbian  readers,  Century  Book  Club,  is  dis- 
tributing the  first  of  its  monthly  catalogues. 
Founders  Mark  Bernard  and  Manny  Cuprill 
spent  two  years  doing  market  research  for  the 
project,  and  expect  to  establish  a  membership 
mailing  list  of  100,000  within  the  year.  Unlike 
most  book  clubs,  there  are  no  membership  or 
postage  fees,  no  minimum  purchases,  and  no 
books  or  little  cards  to  send  back  each  month. 
For  info,  write  1560  N  La  Brea  Ave,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90028,  or  call  (213)  466-8989. 


Fun  stuff 


Gay  Comix  No  5  is  out,  44  pages  of  musings 
on  lesbian  and  gay  attitudes,  dreams,  and 
home,  bar  and  community  life.  Founding  edi- 
tor Howard  Cruse  has  stepped  down  and  is  re- 
placed by  Robert  Triptow.  Available  for  $2  US 
from  Kitchen  Sink  Press,  2  Swamp  Rd,  Prince- 
ton, WI  54968.  Kenneth  Anger's  Hollywood 
Babylon  II  (Beaverbooks,  $28.95),  Anger's  se- 
quel to  the  cult  collection  of  outrageous  gossip 
about  Tinseltown,  includes  a  chapter  on  "The 
'I'm  Not  Gay'  Syndrome"  —  "Do  the  gentle- 
men protest  too  much?" 

Someone  was  bound  to  do  it ... .  Classified 
Affairs:  A  Gay  Man's  Guide  to  the  Personal 
Ads  (Alyson,  Box  2783,  Boston,  MA  02208, 
$6.95  US)  was  put  together  by  John  Preston 
and  Frederick  Brandt,  and  includes  chapters 
on  "Who  Does  It  and  Why,"  "Going  About 
It,"  and  "The  Sexual  Specialities."  Ken 
Haak,  whose  evocative  photography  has  ap- 
peared in  Interview,  Esquire,  and  most  re- 
cently in  his  bestselling  book  Working  Out, 
goes  all  out  (well,  sort  of)  with  Summer  Sou- 
venirs (St  Martin's,  $19.95  US),  a  large-for- 
mat volume  of  pix  of  men  lying  around  look- 
ing adorable.  "These  images  wash  over  the 
viewer  like  the  azure  sky  of  summer  with  its 
magical  promise  of  romance,' '  we  are  told  by 
the  publisher. 


Fiction 


Doris  Grumbach,  whose  novel  Chamber 
Music  was  built  on  the  supposition  that  com- 
poser Edward  MacDowell  was  gay,  is  back  on 
the  shelves  with  The  Ladies  (Dulton,  $14.95),  a 
fictionalized  account  of  two  famous  18th  cen- 
tury Irish  women  who  decided  to  "elope"  to  a 
Welsh  retreat  they  called  "Plas  Newydd," 
where  they  lived  as  a  married  couple  for  a  half- 
century,  entertaining  the  likes  of  Wordsworth 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Publishers  Weekly  in- 
scribes the  book  ;is  "a  sensitive,  subtle  render- 
ing, written  in  spare  but  elegant  prose." 

Lesbian-produced  fiction  seems  to  have  be- 
come the  small-press  phenomenon  of  l  W4. 


Phillips:  tilling  a  small  but  fertile  patch 

Puccini's  Gianni  Schicci,  a  debt  acknow- 
ledged (and  a  clue  deftly  dropped)  early 
in  the  book. 

If  Frank  is  a  scoundrel,  the  other 
characters  are  hardly  virtuous.  His  sins 
are  those  of  his  class.  The  one  admirable 
character,  his  sister  Vivien,  has  been  dis- 
inherited, the  one  most  alienated  from 
her  class  and  from  "the  yawning  cess- 
pool of  family  life."  Frank's  failing,  in 
her  eyes,  is  his  cynical  duplicity,  the  fact 
that  he  continues  to  pay  tribute  to  the 


The  heroine  of  Aileen  La  Tourette's  Nuns  and 
Mothers  (Virago/ Academic,  $27.95,  9.95  pbk) 
leaves  straight  domesticity  in  England  for 
America  and  new  friend  Georgia,  a  "not- 
quite-Southern-Belle".  Cris  South's  Clenched 
Fists,  Burning  Crosses:  A  Novel  of  Resistance 
(The  Crossing  Press  Feminist  Series,  Box  640, 
Trumansburg,  NY  14886,  $7.95  US)  deals  with 
themes  of  wife-battering,  homophobia,  and 
women  loving  women.  The  Sophie  Horowitz 
Story,  a  chaotic  mystery  comedy  by  Sarah 
Schulman  (who  is  compared  to  Fran  Lebo- 
witz),  and  Katherine  V  Forrest's  Amateur  City 
have  been  sold  by  Naiad  Pres%to  the  Century 
Book  Club,  and  Naiad  has  also  reissued  Jane 
Rule's  1978  novel  The  Young  in  One  Another's 
Arms  in  paperback  (see  "Shared  Ground",  p 
40,  for  more  details). 

Also  now  in  paperback  are  Andrew  Holler- 
an's  Nights  in  Aruba  and  Robert  Ferro's  The 
Family  of  Max  Desir  (both  $8.75  from  Plume 
Fiction). 


Non-fiction 


The  Wit  and  Wisdom  of  Quentin  Crisp,  com- 
piled and  edited  by  Guy  Kettelhack  (Harper  & 
Row,  $8.95  US),  pulls  together  bits  and  pieces 
of  Crisp's  pen-work  for  a  variety  of  publica- 
tions and  from  his  books.  The  Naked  Civil 
Servant  and  How  to  Have  a  Life-Style.  Similar 
in  format  (at  least)  is  Chroniques  Achriennes 
(from  POL  26,  rue  Jacob,  Paris  6e,  France),  ar- 
ticles and  journal  excerpts  by  Renaud  Camus, 
regular  contributor  to  Paris's  Gai  Pied. 
"Achrien"  is  a  term  suggested  by  Camus  and 
Tony  Duparc  to  replace  "homosexual." 

Malcolm  Boyd's  Take  Off  the  Masks,  the 
coming-out  story  of  the  well-known  author, 
religious  leader  and  civil-rights  activist,  came 
out  to  rave  reviews  in  1978  but  was  declared 
out-of-print  almost  immediately.  New  Soci- 
ety Publishers  (4722  Baltimore  Ave,  Philadel- 
phia, PA  19143)  has  a  new  edition,  with  a  for- 
ward by  Harry  Britt,  available  for  $24.95 
(7.95  pbk).  Michel  Leiris's  confessional  book 
about  imaginative  connections  between 
wounding  and  eroticism  has  also  been  unav- 
ailable (in  English)  for  years;  it  is  newly  trans- 
lated from  the  French  by  Richard  Howard  as 
Manhood:  A  Journey  from  Childhood  Into 
the  Fierce  Order  of  Virility  (North  Point 
Press,  850  Talbot  Ave,  Berkeley.  CA  94706, 
$8  US).  Although  there  is  only  a  hint  of  ga) 
sexuality  in  this  difficult  book,  readers  inter- 
ested in  the  imagination  of  S/M  will  find  it 
challenging. 

Pleasure  and  Danger:  Exploring  Female 
Sexualit> .  the  long-awaited  collection  of 
material  from  the  controversial  1982  Harnard 
Conference  is  now  published,  accordinj  to 
editor  (  larole  Viuice  (Routlcdge  8t  Kegan 


household  gods  in  whom  neither  of  them 
believes. 

Phillips  has  a  fine  eye  for  the  ironies 
of  class  and  race  in  Montreal.  A  gay 
friend  of  Frank's  calls  himself  "Rick 
Rivers  for  his  French  lovers,  Rock  La- 
riviere  for  the  English."  An  old  house 
has  "the  look  of  stolid  shabbiness,  the 
clean  but  mended  look  that  only  great 
wealth  or  extreme  poverty  dares  to  culti- 
vate." Phillips  displays  a  nimble  facility 
with  language  in  countless  epigrams  and 
paradoxes.  His  elegant  figures  of  speech 
reveal  the  attitudes  of  his  characters, 
particularly  toward  money.  In  an  ungen- 
erous moment,  Frank  contemplates  the 
distressing  prospect  of  his  sister,  "sitting 
on  a  large  block  of  capital,  like  a  brood 
hen,  while  it  slowly  hatched  into  cou- 
pons and  dividends." 

As  in  his  other  writing,  Phillips  has 
chosen  here  to  till  the  small  but  fertile 
patch  of  his  own  experience,  the  life  of 
his  countrymen,  the  English  of  West- 
mount.  Like  one  of  the  characters  he  de- 
scribes in  Where  There 's  A  Will, 
Phillips,  who  himself  was  a  painter  be- 
fore he  turned  his  hand  to  writing,  has 
"stuck  to  what  he  knew  best,  meticulous 
paintings  of  figures  in  interiors."  With 
this  accomplished  second  novel,  he  has 
established  himself  as  a  significant  figure 
in  Canadian  gay  literature. 

Robin  MetcalfeD 


Paul,  $28.50,  $16.95  pbk).  Contributors 
from  the  feminist  conference,  which  explod- 
ed over  issues  of  radical  sexuality,  include 
Kate  Millett,  Gayle  Rubin  and  Ellen  DuBois. 
Also  out  is  Women-Identified  Women  by 
Trudy  Darty  and  Sandra  Potter  (Mayfield,  no 
price  indicated),  a  warm  and  lively  collection 
of  articles  about  women  choosing  other  wom- 
en as  their  sexual  and  affectional  partners. 
Signs:  Journal  of  Women  in  Culture  and 
Society  has  produced  a  special  lesbian  issue 
(Summer  1984,  available  for  $7  US  from  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  Press,  Journals  Division, 
Box  37005,  Chicago,  IL  60637).  The  essays 
deal  with  lesbian  identity  and  survival  in 
homophobic  cultures  and  include  a  discus- 
sion of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  Cuban 
revolution  and  in  the  US  military  forces  dur- 
ing the  McCarthy  era. 

Poetry  and  plays 

The  work  of  Mutsuo  Takahashi,  called  Japan's 
foremost  gay  poet,  is  now  available  in  English 
translation  with  the  release  of  A  Bunch  of 
Keys:  Selected  Poems,  translated  by  Hiroaki 
Sato  (The  Crossing  Press,  see  above,  $16.95 
US,  $6.95  pbk).  In  his  introduction,  Robert 
Peters  compares  Takahashi  to  Lorca,  Whit- 
man and  Ginsberg  as  a  great  celebrator  of 
male  love.  Peter  Klappert's  The  Idiot  Princess 
of  the  Last  Dynasty  (Knopf,  $12.50)  is  a  set  of 
erudite  poetic  monologues  set  in  post-w\vi 
Paris,  in  the  voice  of  a  Irish- American,  homo- 
sexual, and  unlicensed  gynecologist. 

After  more  than  fifteen  years,  noted  writer 
Robert  Duncan  has  released  a  new  collection 
of  poetry,  Ground  Work:  Before  the  War  (New 
Directions /Musson,  $28.95).  Ground  Work's 
themes  include  "love,  death,  and  the  mask 
worn  by  war  and  'development,'  behind  which 
industrial-military  power  hides  its  contempt 
for  nature  and  indeed  all  living  things."  Judy 
Grahn's  collection.  The  Work  of  a  Common 
Woman  is  now  available  from  the  Crossing 
Press  Feminist  Series  (sec  above,  $6.95  US), 
and  includes  "A  Woman  Is  Talking  to  Death" 
and  "Edward  the  Dyke."  Gillean  Chase  is  ■ 
Vancouver  lesbian  and  feminist  poet,  whose 
second  book  The  Square  Root  of  Kemale  is  a\  - 
ailable  for  $6.95  from  Ragweed  Press  (Boa 
2023,  Charlottetown,  PE,  CI  A  7N7). 

Cock-Ups  by  Simon  Moss  (Fabcr  &  Fahci . 
SS  SQ  IS)  is  a  198]  plaj  about  the  final  hours 
in  the  life  of  Joe  Orion,  spent  with  his  lover  of 
16  years  Kenneth  HalHweU.  Kevin  l  lyot'i 

( 'timing  Clean  (t&l .  S7.95)  is  a  comed\  about 
the  disruption  Ol  ( irefl  and  Ion\  \  tilth  anni- 

versar)  celebrations  canted  b)  the  arrival  of 

houses  leaner  Robcti 

John  Mice  and  Alan  ()'(  unnor 

Sole:  Include  $1  poStOgi  and  handling  when 
i'ic7  ordering  book\  b)  mail. 
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aransvestite 

clothing  for  men.  Day, 

evening,  mghtwear 

and  accessories 

with  a  trench 

flair 


For  illustrated  catalogue,  send  s5  " 

cheque  or  money  order  to 

Lola  Fashions 
Box  1170,  Station  Q 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4T  2P4 


DECORACCESSORIES 


Lighting,  mirrors,  occasional 

furniture,  artwork,  sculpture, 

conversation  pieces  —  affordable 

accessories  for  your  home. 

ALL  CANADIAN 

Tues-Sat9am-4pm 

264  Dupont  St.  (at  Spadina)  Toronto, 

ONM5R1V7 

960-4836 


Dining  Room5pm-11pm 
Hours:  3pm-1am,  Mon.  thru  Fri.; 
12  noon-1am,  Sat  &  Sun. 


Whether  you've  come 
for  dinner  in  our  cozy 
restaurant,  a  game  of 
pool  in  the  upstairs 
bar,  or  to  dance  the 
night  away  on  one  of 
our  two  dance  floors, 
you'll  find  what  you're 
looking  for... 


THE  RESTAURANT: 

Savory  home  cooking 
awaits  you.  Brunch  is 
now  being  served 
every  Sunday  from  12 
to  3  and  only  costs  $7 
for  2. Following 
brunch  there's  live 
entertainment  in  the 
bar  out  front. 


Dinner  Special  for  2, 
Mon.  thru  Wed. 
5pm-7:30pm  •  Sunday 
Brunch  for  Two  12pm- 
3pm. 


THE  POOL  ROOM: 

With  a  separate  bar 
upstairs,  you  can  have 
a  friendly  game  of 
pool,  video  games  or 
just  relax  and  enjoy 
the  comfortable  at- 
mosphere of  "the 
playroom".  Who 
knows  what  new 
friends  await  your 
arrival ! 


TOGETHER 

457  Church  St., 

Toronto  923-3469 


THE  FRONT  BAR: 

After  dinner  come  out 
front  and  dance  the 
night  away  -  DJs  John 
Webber  and  Judy  Ley 
take  turns  spinning 
the  turntables  every 
night  from  9PM 'till 
after  1AM  with  the 
hottest  music  in  town. 
Every  second  Tuesday 
is  comedy  night  with 
Faith  Nolan.  Drinks 
are  reasonably  priced. 


SHARED  GROUND 

JOY  PARKS 


Deal  of  the  century 

Unfortunately,  two  constant  characteris- 
tics of  the  lesbian  small  press  (or  any 
small  press  or  publication)  are  a  lack  of 
funds  and  a  lack  of  publicity.  However, 
after  ten  years  of  building  a  strong  repu- 
tation for  publishing  some  of  the  most 
popular  lesbian  titles  ever  written,  it 
should  come  as  no  surprise  that  Naiad 
Press  is  the  one  to  begin  to  change  this 
state  of  affairs. 

This  year,  at  the  American  Booksellers' 
Association  conference  (where  both  large 
and  small  presses  go  to  compete  for  the 
attention  of  booksellers,  book  clubs  and 
other  book-marketing  companies),  Naiad 
Press  sold  two  books  from  their  fall  list  to 
the  Century  Book  Club,  a  new  club  speci- 
alizing in  gay  and  lesbian  literature.  Ama- 
teur City  by  Katherine  V  Forrest  and  The 
Sophie  Horowitz  Story,  a  First  novel  by 
Sarah  Shulman,  sold  for  a  cool  $38,000 
each,  more  money  than  many  small  press- 
es ever  see!  Naiad  is  to  be  congratulated 
for  this  successful  coup,  which  hopefully 
will  bring  deserved  attention  to  Naiad 
itself  and  to  other  lesbian  presses. 

The  Sophie  Horowitz  Story,  a  thriller 
of  sorts,  is  one  of  those  pick-up-and-not- 
put-down-till-the-end  type  of  books  —  a 
thinly  veiled  satire  that  takes  Sophie,  a 
reporter  for  the  Feminist  News  (take  note 
that  the  author  is  a  writer  /editor  for  the 
New  York  feminist  paper,  Womenews), 
on  a  wild  romp  through  the  seedy  side  of 
New  York  while  digging  up  material  on 
two  underground  women  revolutionaries. 
During  her  investigation,  Sophie  Finds 
herself  in  big  trouble  when  the  Village 
Voice  reporter  she  drags  out  of  a 
Christopher  Street  leather  bar  is  found 
handcuffed  and  floating  in  the  river  the 
morning  after  she  is  seen  leaving  his 
apartment.  The  characters  she  meets 
along  the  way  lend  their  own  mystery  to 
the  story,  but  it  is  Sophie  herself  that 
keeps  the  reader  turning  the  pages;  for 
Sophie  is  new  to  the  pages  of  lesbian 
literature.  She  doesn't  give  a  damn  about 
what  she  is  supposed  to  do  to  be  a  good, 
PC  lesbian  feminist.  She  just  does  what 
she  pleases.  Constantly  smoking,  eating 
deli  delectibles  or  sipping  imported  beer, 
she  writes  gay-male  pornography  to  save 
herself  from  another  waitressing  job,  and 
breaks  all  the  rules  by  constantly  trying  to 
seduce  straight  women.  Her  dynamic 
dyke  bravado  can  take  on  anything  from 
her  overly  stereotyped  Jewish  mother  to 
FBI  interrogations  to  the  moody  teenage 
boy  who  has  taken  up  residence  in  her 
kitchen.  Imagining  Sophie  lighting  a 
cigarette  and  walking  into  the  skyline  at 
the  end  of  the  book,  the  reader  can  only 
hope  that  wonderful  Sophie  is  not  just  a 
passing  breath  of  fresh  air,  but  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  trend  in  lesbian  heroines. 

While  Katherine  V  Forrest's  First  two 
books  did  not  fare  well  in  this  space, 
Amateur  City,  the  second  Naiad  book 
picked  up  by  the  Century  Book  Club,  is, 
though  still  somewhat  facile,  a  genuinely 
satisfying  mystery.  By  using  a  speciFic 
formula,  the  author  avoids  plotting  prob- 
lems and  is  able  to  concentrate  on  what 
she  does  best:  detail  and  description,  key 
elements  in  a  murder  mystery.  In  this 
third  work,  the  author  has  improved  her 
characterization  and  created  a  handful  of 
believable  suspects.  Kate  Delefield,  Los 
Angeles  Police  Department  super-cop,  is 
still  a  bit  contrived  (would  you  believe 


that  she  really  does  leap  tall  buildings?), 
but  earnest  and  sufFiciently  appealing. 
Her  investigation  into  the  murder  of  a 
cretinous  boss,  hated  by  everyone  (the  of- 
Fice  staff  can  barely  wait  until  lunch  to 


Shulman:  a  new  trend  in  lesbian  heroines 

celebrate  his  passing),  is  well-motivated 
and  logical,  and  her  developing  love- 
interest  in  Ellen,  the  star  witness,  has  an 
unexpected  twist  at  the  end. 

• 
When  First  published,  Jane  Rule's  The 
Young  in  One  Another's  Arms  won  the 
1978  Canadian  Author's  Association 
award  for  Best  Novel  of  the  Year.  Re- 
leased again  this  fall,  it  is  the  sixth  book 
by  Jane  Rule  available  from  Naiad  (join- 
ing Desert  of  the  Heart,  This  is  Not  for 
You,  Contract  with  the  World,  Against 
the  Season  and  Out  lander).  The  Young  in 
One  Another's  Arms  is  the  story  of  Ruth, 
a  woman  who  marries  a  man  whose 
mother  she  is  in  love  with.  After  many 
years,  Ruth  and  the  beloved  mother-in- 
law,  Clara,  run  a  Vancouver  boarding 
house  that  harbours  draft-dodgers,  radi- 
cals and  runaways  —  all  those  who  most 
need  Ruth  and  her  shelter.  While  the 
events  that  lead  this  group  through  losses, 
deaths  and  births  and  Finally  to  lives  of 
good  work  and  gentle  peace  on  Galiano 
Island  (the  author's  home,  lovingly  de- 
scribed) are  too  detailed  to  be  explored  in 
this  space,  the  book  is  most  simply  the 
coming  together  of  a  family.  A  family  of 
individuals  so  very  different  in  experience 
and  outlook  from  one  another,  bound  to- 
gether only  by  each  one's  private  need  for 
the  others,  to  give  and  be  given  the 
anchor  that  each  one  needs.  It  is  through 
the  interaction  of  these  characters,  who 
are  handled  with  a  sensitivity  and  respect 
few  authors  can  match,  that  the  moving 
wisdom  of  this  novel  is  told.  The  message 
of  The  Young  in  One  Another's  Arms  is 
particularly  important  at  a  time  when 
members  of  our  own  community  appear 
to  be  seeking  to  connect  only  with  those 
who  are  exactly  the  same  as  themselves. 
This  book  shows  not  only  the  complica- 
tions of  learning  to  live  with  and  love 
people  outside  our  own  private  range  of 
experience,  but  also  the  beneFits  this 
understanding  can  bring.  □ 

The  Sophie  Horowitz  Story  by  Sarah 
Shulman;  Amateur  City  by  Katherine  V 
Forrest;  and  The  Young  in  One  Another's 
Arms  by  Jane  Rule.  All  $7.95  US  from  Naiad 
Press,  Box  10543,  Tallahassee,  FL  32302. 

The  Century  Book  Club,  1560  North  LaBrea 
Ave,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90028. 
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THE  IVORY  TUNNEL 

IAN  YOUNG 


Bloodless  raptures,  raptureless  blood 


Some  of  the  new  gay  fiction  coming  out 
of  England  and  Australia  seems  to  inter- 
mingle the  conventions  of  '50s  and  '60s 
kitchen-sink  realism  and  English  wom- 
en's magazine  fiction.  Did  the  authors 
grow  up  shelling  out  for  cheap  seats  in 
gritty  plays  and  sneaking  a  read  of  the 
short  stories  in  mother's  Woman's  Own! 
Even  If  Blood  Should  Stain  the  Lino,  a 
new  book  of  related  short  stories  by  a  tal- 
ented young  Australian,  Gary  Dunne, 
isn't  entirely  free  from  this  Odd  Couple 
of  influences.  And  what  are  they?  Prud- 
ishness  for  one.  Here's  a  hot  scene  from  a 
pretty  good  story  called  "Eating 
Cheesecake": 

We  began  the  following  afternoon  when 
he  was  sober.  Non-threatening  eroticism, 
then  simulations  that  left  me  walking  like 
an  experienced  equestrian.  Although  he 
wasn't  keen  on  letting  me  return  the  fa- 
vour, I  decided  that  he  was  probably 
worth  it.  Unlike  Sarah,  who  drops  men  at 
the  first  whiff  of  sexism,  I  rarely  suffer 
pangs  of  consciousness. 

But  chafed  thighs  weren't  mentioned  in 
Forum. 

The  climax  of  our  relationship  occurred 
one  Friday  afternoon.  Nothing  went  wrong. 
Greasier  details  of  similar  gay  events  can  be 
found  transcribed  in  certain  cheap  porn 
magazines.... 

This,  believe  it  or  not,  is  a  description 
of  two  men  having  sex.  It's  not  Honcho, 
and  it's  not  D  H  Lawrence  either.  It  isn't 
necessary  (I  hope)  to  be  explicit  or  rhap- 
sodic about  sex;  a  closed  door  can  be  sug- 
gestive enough.  But  in  passages  like  this 
Dunne  seems  repelled  not  only  by  his 
characters'  lovemaking  but  by  all  gay  sex, 
picking  it  up  at  arm's  length  like  a  con- 
taminated towel  at  a  sleazy  bathhouse. 

Why,  one  might  be  excused  for  won- 
dering, does  it  seem  so  difficult  for  the 
English  and  Australians  to  be  physically 
and  emotionally  intimate?  One  always 
hopes  for  better,  especially  from  the  gay 
presses. 

Another  displeasing  tendency  here  is  an 
apparent  disdain  for  virtually  everyone. 
It's  not  a  savage  disdain  like  Celine's,  or 
wicked  like  Waugh's,  but  apathetic. 
(Apathy  is  a  risky  trait  in  an  author,  as  it 
chances  inducing  apathy  in  the  reader 
too.)  Simon,  the  central  character, 
though,  does  manage  to  escape  the  sneers 
of  his  creator.  And  much  of  the  book 
does  have  a  sneering  quality  to  it,  all  the 
more  regrettable  as  the  situations  in  these 
brief  stories  are  really  interesting.  Dunne 
simply  doesn't  do  enough  with  them.  He 
has  a  narrative  gift  and  an  ear  for  lan- 
guage. What  he  lacks  is  the  ability  to  dig  a 
little  deeper,  to  suggest  a  subtler,  broader 
insight  into  the  human  comedy.  One  has 
a  feeling  that  there's  another  side  to 
things,  one  that  the  author  can't  be  both- 
ered to  tell  us. 

In  one  of  the  stories,  Dunne  refers  to 
"the  art  of...  sitting  back,  detaching 
yourself  and  just  watching  what's  hap- 
pening, without  withdrawing  altogether. 
It's  said  to  be  very  zen.  I  haven't  quite  got 
the  knack  of  it  yet."  When  he  does  "get 
the  knack  of  it,"  he'll  be  really  on  his  way 
as  a  writer. 

Like  If  Blood  Should  Stain  the  Lino, 
Peter  Hazeldine's  novel  Raptures  of  the 
Deep  is  a  narrative  of  working-class 
people,  this  time  in  Manchester.  It's  the 
story  of  a  young  gay  man's  childhood 
and  young  adulthood.  Hazeldine's  model 


of  narration  involves  jumping  back  and 
forth  in  time  and  place  from  one  para- 
graph to  the  next,  occasionally  even 
within  paragraphs. 

Hazeldine  is  already  a  technically  adept 
writer  with  an  ear  for  working-class 
speech,  especially  its  cliches.  He  uses  his 
chop-&-change  method  to  good  effect. 
Unfortunately,  this  is  almost  the  only 
memorable  thing  about  the  book.  Very 
little  happens  here!  At  one  point,  David, 
the  main  character,  goes  to  a  doctor 
about  being  gay: 

He  is  in  an  empty  room  with  an  unshad- 
ed light  bulb  and  a  chair.  There  is  only  one 
door  and  that  leads  into  a  similar  room. 
Bonfires  burn  in  back  gardens.  The  paths 
are  smeared  with  leaves.  Leaves  litter  the 
bandstand  floor.  Boats  rot  under  the  pier. 
Ducks  and  swans  float  among  garbage  and 
half-chewn  pieces  of  bread.  He  no  longer 
feels  a  part  of  life.  He  cannot  understand 
why  he  has  been  singled  out.  He  sees  no 
way  of  escape.... 

Along  with  the  hand-me-downs  from 
La  Naus^e,  there  is  some  good  writing  in 
Raptures  of  the  Deep  —  but  not  enough 
to  sustain  interest  for  almost  two-hun- 
dred pages.  This  is  an  earnest  first  novel, 
but  one  with  very  limited  appeal. 

Both  Dunne  and  Hazeldine  are  techni- 
cally accomplished  and  their  progress  as 
artists  should  be  interesting  to  watch.  But 
either  one  could  find  himself  in  a  rather 
bleak  cul-de-sac.  Hazeldine  lacks  vigour 
and  Dunne  lacks  breadth.  Both  need  to 
integrate  richer,  more  nourishing  aspects 
of  life  with  their  current  bleak  outlooks. 

Nothing  bleak,  though,  about  Louis 
Colantuono's  allegedly  autobiographical 
The  Trucker  and  the  Teens.  When  a  short 
chunk  of  Colantuono's  writing  appeared 
in  an  anthology,  it  seemed  energetic  and 
naively  engaging.  Either  the  piece  was 
well-chosen  or  the  stuff  just  doesn't  wear 
well  spread  all  over  284  pages. 

Louis  likes  young  boys,  it  seems,  and 
he  just  can't  keep  them  from  throwing 
themselves  at  him  by  the  dozen.  Some- 
times their  fathers  even  bring  the  kids 
along  to  have  sex  with  Louis  and  benefit 
from  his  advice  and  compassion.  So  over- 
flowing with  love  and  crackerbarrel  wis- 
dom is  Louis  that  the  gang  simply  don't 
want  anyone  else.  Their  little  dicks  and 
asses  are  Louis's  to  do  with  as  he  wishes 
and  they  just  can't  tell  him  how  grateful 
they  are  —  not  even  when  they  all  save  up 
their  pennies,  these  kids  from  the  barrio, 
and  buy  Louis  a  car! 

Butter  wouldn't  melt  in  Louis's  mouth 
and  obviously  no  one  could  ever  object  to 
him.  But  somebody  did  and  now  he's  do- 
ing a  stretch  in  the  slammer,  writing  his 
memoirs.  His  publishers  inform  us  that 
every  word  is  true.  Scouts'  honour.  □ 


//  Blood  Should  Stain  the  Lino  by  Gary 
Dunne,  inversions.  Box  158,  Leichhardl 
2040,  Australia.  $6.95. 
Raptures  of  the  Deep  by  Peter  Hazeldine. 
Brilliance  Books,  14  Clerkenwell  Green.  Lon- 
don ECI,  England.  £2.95. 
The  Trucker  and  the  Teens  by  Louis  A  Colan- 
mono.  The  Coltsfoot  Press,  Box  3496,  1001 
AG,  A  msterdam,  Holland.  No  price  given. 


Dr  Edward  Kamski 

is  pleased  to  announce  the  opening  of  his 

practice  of  general  medicine  at 

The  Albany  Medical  Clinic 

200  Danf orth  Ave 

(at  Broadview) 

Toronto,  ON  M4K  1N5 

466-9471 

Evening  appointments  available. 


Stephen  R.  Atkinson, 

M.D.,  F.R.C.P.(C) 

is  pleased  to  announce  the  opening 

of  his  practice  in  Psychiatry,  with 

interest  in  individual,  couple  and  group 

therapy  for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 


By  appointment 
(416)591-1794 


Suite  201,96Granby  St 
Toronto,  ON  M5B1J1 


HL  BODY  POLITIC  I  I  NOVEMBER  l«J84       41 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


97  Maitland  St 
Toronto  M4Y1E3 


Real  Estate 

call 


Harvey  Malinsky 

922-5533  Res: 364-1900 

Offering  personal  real  esfafe 
services  to  our  community 


CAPE  BRETON  GUEST  HOUSE 

100-year-old  28-room  mansion 

and  barn  on  4  acres  of 

landscaped  grounds  on 

The  Bras  D'Or  Lakes  minutes 

from  Sydney. 

A  2-year-young  bed-and- 

breakfast  operation. 

Opportunities  for  restaurant, 

antique/craft  shop,  flea  market. 

Asking  $155,000. 

Cimerman  Real  Estate  Ltd. 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P3 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

GWM  PROFESSIONAL  offering  free  room  and 
board  +  to  gay  student  over  18,  slim,  virile,  no  strings 
attached.  Phone  London,  519-472-6631,  after  5  pm. 
Ask  for  John. 


TORONTO 


WORK 


KING  /  COWAN.  Responsible  gay  male  to  share  large 
house.  7  new  appliances,  fireplaces,  $275  inclusive. 
537-7611. 

WOMEN  WANTED  —  New  1,  2  bedroom  town- 
houses/apts.  Downtown.  Ready  Dec-Jan.  $430-$650 
mo.  Kids  welcome,  co-operatively  owned,  no  down 
payment.  Info  meetings  Oct.  30,  Nov.  12,  7:30  pm  at 
Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-Op,  c/o  299  Queen 
Street  West,  Suite  401,  925-2475,  ext  330. 

HONEST  MALE  seeks  shared  accomodation  for  ap- 
proximately 6  months.  Ask  for  Doug.  469-4308. 

LEATHER  GUY  looking  for  same  or  someone  into 
leather,  s/m.  I'm  61 ,  have  ahouse  to  share  on  Gerrard 
near  Woodbine  in  the  Beaches  area.  You  would  have 
your  own  room  and  kitchen.  On  Gerrard  car  line. 
Compatible  person  wanted  for  $275  plus  half  utilities 
per  month.  Not  a  sex  ad.  Don,  691-4336. 

DANFORTH  &  PAPE.  Quiet,  vaguely  left  house- 
hold seeks  non-smoker  to  share  old  but  comfortable 
house.  Included  are  a  dog  &  cat,  an  interest  in  gay 
community  and  a  propensity  for  sleeping  late  on 
weekends.  $265  all  inclus.  465-2603. 

3  THIRTYISH  ECLECTIC  GWMs  seek  non  smok- 

ing  GM  to  even  the  odds  in  an  ironically  located      TORONTO 

vegetarian  household.  $240/mo  incl.  Available  im 

mediately.  532-2968. 


STRATFORD  BED  AND  BREAKFAST  accommo- 
dation. Spend  relaxing  retreat  in  a  historic  home 
along  scenic  Avon  River,  then  leisurely  walk  in  park. 
Reasonable  rates,  home  cooked  breakfast.  Near 
Shakespearean  theatres.  Burnsyde,  139  William  St, 
Stratford,  Ont  N5A  4X9.  Phone  1-519-271-7076. 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA  luxury  home. 
Three  bedrooms,  three  baths,  double  garage,  seclud- 
ed heated  pool,  located  between  Bahia  Mar  and  Port 
Everglades.  Walk  to  beach.  Completely  furnished  in- 
cluding linens,  dishes,  cooking  utensils,  washer,  dry- 
er. Accomodates  up  to  six  adults.  $1,500  weekly. 
$4,000  monthly.  Available  after  December  3 1 .  For  in- 
formation write  Dick  Keller,  232  West  52nd  St,  Kan- 
sas City,  Missouri,  64112. 


CLEANING  COMPANY  requires  hard  working  in- 
dividual to  work  Sundays  and  two  or  three  evenings 
per  week .  Must  be  dependable  and  bondable.  We  also 
require  a  file  for  casual  workers.  Drawer  E740. 

WANTED -CAREER  IN  FINANCE 

MBA  STUDENT,  intelligent,  educated,  suave,  male, 
wants  career  in  finance  or  investment  analysis.  Please 
write  if  you  know  of  opening,  who  should  get  my 
resume,  or  can  give  advice  or  tip.  Drawer  E778. 

GWM  RECENT  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION 
graduate  seeks  employment  or  guidance  in  entering  a 
marketing  or  business  firm  as  a  junior  trainee  or  of- 
fice clerk.  Please  call  Steve  469-4391,  daytime  only. 


SERVICES 


BEACHES.  Professional  gay  female  to  share  new 
2-bedroom  apartment  with  couple.  Close  to  subway. 
$250/ month  plus  utilities.  First  and  last  required. 
Available  Dec  1 .  Phone  463-0372  after  5:30  pm. 

RIVERDALE  SOUTH.  Renovated  two-bedroom 
duplex,  two  floors,  skylight,  pine  floors,  cedar  deck. 
No  pets.  Non-smokers.  Available  November  1.  $750 
inclusive.  461-1083  after  5  pm. 

HALIFAX  ~ 

ROOM  TO  RENT  DOWNTOWN  HALIFAX 

STUDENT  (M-F)  sought  to  share  charming  apart- 
ment close  to  Dal,  SMU,  NSCAD,  TUNS.  Room  av- 
ailable Jan  1.  Call  Peter  422-9540  collect. 


EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR 

EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR  —  multifaceted 
approach  to  individual  stress  problems.  Call  Barbara 
Earle:  762-41 10. 

AWAY  HOME  CARE  SERVICES 

WHEN  YOU'RE  NOT  THERE,  we  take  care.  Pro- 
fessional, insured,  references.  Phone  927-9143. 


TRAVEL 


BOSTON'S  ALL-GAY  place  to  stay.  Two  renovated 
Back  Bay  townhouses,  continental  breakfast,  cock- 
tail setups,  minute's  walk  to  historic  sites  and  night 
life,  private /shared  bath.  $25-$45.  Oasis,  22  Edgerly 
Rd,  Boston,  MA  02115.  617-267-2262. 

KEY  INTERNATIONAL  GUIDE 

INTERNATIONAL  GAY  HOTEL  and  resort  guide. 
US  $5.00,  postpaid.  Cheque  or  M.O.  to  House  of 
Lehi,  PO  Box  330406,  Coconut  Grove,  FL  33233, 
USA. 

GAY  BED  &  BREAKFAST  GUIDE 

NEW  WORLD  DIRECTORY  being  prepared.  Join 
in  on  a  European  tradition  and  meet  new  people  & 
make  new  friends.  For  inclusion  in  the  first  edition 
send  name,  address  or  phone  together  with  $10.  Free 
directory  with  every  listing. 

SEAJAY  ENTERPRIZES 
BOX  624,  STATION  F,  TORONTO,  M4Y  2L8 
Readers  who  would  like  a  copy  at  a  special  pre- 
published  price,  send  $5  together  with  name  &  ad- 
dress. Others  who  are  interested  once  it  is  published 
send  SAE. 
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Agent  for  Atlas  Van  Lines 


Friendly  places  to  stay  .  .  .  Miles 
of  beaches  .  .  .  Great  restaurants 
.  .  .  Lots  of  entertainment  and 
dancing  .  .  .  Variety  of  shops 

and  galleries  .  .  . 
jg       Write  for  free  directory 
Provincetown 
Business  Guild 
Box  421  Dept.  Pv 
,\(f  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Call  (617)  487-2313 

ROVINCETOWN 

Enjoy  It  With  Us! 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille       461-9940 

10  Hogarth  Ave  -  Apt  1408 
Toronto  Ont  M4K  1J9 


planning  research  &  design  consultant 


GORDON  K.STONE 

B.  Architecture 


PO  Box  424.  Station  F, 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y  2L8 

(416)9249061 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego.  Bed- 
and-Breakfast  in  private  Gay  homes.  BayHost,  1 155 
Bosworth,  San  Francisco  94131.  (415)  334-7262. 

FREE  TO  TRAVEL  THIS  CHRISTMAS? 
YOUNG-40-YEAR  OLD,  seeks  younger  male  com- 
panion who  is  adventurous  and  who  would  like  to 
jump  into  a  car  and  go  south  for  7- 10  days.  Destina- 
tion: flexible.  Cost:  whatever  you  can  afford.  Send 
photograph  (if  possible)  together  with  interesting  let- 
ter all  about  yourself.  Drawer  E741. 

BEACH  FRONT  Roman  Beach  Apts.  Oistintown 
Barbados  West  Indies.  Phone  809-42-87635.  Sum- 
mer* .Two   persons-   One   night    $20-45   US.    AU\ 
Welcome. 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

The  longer  pianos  are 
left  unserviced. 
the  harder  it  is  on  the 
instrument,  the  tuner 
and  your  chequebook. 

James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 

MASSAGE  FOR  HEALTH  done  by  professional 
massage  therapist.  Mr  Fung.  By  appointment  only. 
465-9810. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and  /  or  your  lover,  nudes,  port- 
folios, fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assign- 
ments. Photographed  on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive 
Pyne  Photography,  694-5335. 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

rP 

Join  Metropolitan 

1  a  rnl 

Community  Church  of 

IR  ill 

Toronto's  baroque 

L4  J 

instrumental  ensemble 

1  ^T^| 

or  choir. 

Phone  536-2848 

FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon 
request.  No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  11  Yorkville 
Ave,  Suite  608,  Toronto,  Ont  M4W  1L3  or  call 
961-5812. 

VIOLIN  &  PIANO  lessons  from  experienced  teacher 
and  performer.  Call  Paul  at  926-9806. 

PROFESSIONAL  TYPING/EDITING  SERVICES 

EXCELLENT  RATES  call  960-0269  (including 
weekends). 


OTTAWA 


CERAMIC  ART  CLASSES  with  a  difference. 
Paul  at  829-9812. 


Call 


BUY/SELL 


WANT  TO  BUY  SEPT  ISSUE  OF  TORSO 

Cut  out  top  of  page  3,  just  the  part  which  clearly 
shows  month  of  publication,  and  send  as  proof.  I'll 
send  you  $  1 0  plus  postage  cost .  Same  procedure  if  you 
want  to  sell  me  May  '84  issue.  Also  same  procedure  if 
you  want  to  sell  me  cut  out  monthly  video  reviews 
from  these  3  previous  issues:  Nov  '83,  Dec  '83,  Jan 
'84.  I'll  pay  $6.50,  plus  postage  cost,  for  each  issue's 
cut  out  video  reviews  (clear  photocopies  are 
accepted).  Box  1461,  Stn  B,  Hull,  PQ,  J8X  3Y3. 

BLACK  LEATHER.  Unused  garments  in  your 
closet?  I  can  sell  them  for  you.  I'll  buy  or  sell  them  on 
consignment.  Turn  your  old  jackets,  pants,  chaps  etc. 
into  dollars.  Don.  691-4336. 


BOOKS 


MALE  HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE. 
Paths  Untrodden  Book  Service,  PO  Box  459,  Village 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10014-0459.  Catalogue 
$2.00  US 

WHOLE  GAY  CATALOGUE  —  Thousands  of 
books  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  this  100-page 
catalogue.  Send  $2  (US)  to:  Lambda  Rising,  Dept. 
BP,  2012  S  Street  NW,  Washington  DC,  20009,  USA. 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find 
them  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer  coun- 
selling and  information  phoneline.  Should  possess  a 
mature  attitude,  common  sense  and  empathy.  Phone 
TAG  at  964-6600. 


GROUPS 


ALBERTA  TV  AND  TS  contact  club  for  those  with 
unique  tastes.  Box  4667,  Stn.  C,  Calgary  AB 
T2T5PI. 

RAIN  MAKERS  make  golden  showers.  Details  send 
£1  or  2  IRCs  to  Box  RM-UK  52  (TFL),  Broughton 
Street,  Edinburgh  EH1  3SA  Scotland. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  MAN/BOY  LOVE 
ASSOCIATION .  For  further  information  send  $  1 .00 
US  to:  NAMBLA,  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

BOOTS  AND  BIKES  CLUB 

DISCREET  CLUB  for  dudes  into  boots,  footwear, 
motorcycles,  rubber,  leather,  or  your  special  trip. 
Drawer  E703. 

MESSAGES 

UKRANIAN  GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  living  in  To- 
ronto who  would  like  to  write  to  gay  people  in  the  So- 
viet Union  are  invited  to  contact  Drawer  E702. 

ANYONE  INTERESTED  IN  FORMING  a  group  of 
libertarians  for  gay  and  lesbian  concerns  call  (416) 
463-3418  or  489-6058  or  write  LGLC,  27  Albemarle 
Ave,  Toronto,  Ont,  M4K  1H6. 

REAL,  instead  of  celebrating  the  Pope,  you  were  at 
the  Barracks.  If  you  wish  to  finish  what  almost  suc- 
ceeded,  call  Tom.  967-0430. 

MODELS/ESCORTS 


TORONTO 


LEAN,  MUSCULAR,  attractive  male  available  as 
escort,  model  or  buddy.  Duane.  921-2462. 

BODYBUILDERS  or  trim,  muscular  men  wanted  by 
amateur  photographer- for  physique  photos.  PO  Box 
56,  Buffalo,  NY  14201  USA. 
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HANDSOME  MODEL  /  ESCORT  under  25  required 
by  attractive  professional  male,  thirties,  for  regular 
encounters.  Prefer  student  type.  Totally  confidential. 
Photo  please.  Box  21 1,  Kitchener  ON  N2G  3X9. 

Sophisticated,  Intelligent,  Professional  male 
available  for  personal  escort  assignments.  Call 
360-6183  for  appointment. 

HANDSOME,  MUSCULAR  MALE  available  as 
model  or  escort.  Out-of-towners  most  welcome.  Call 
Dawson  to  set  something  up.  (416)  921-2462. 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  BODYBUILDER  available 
for  personal  posing  and  modeling.  923-8871. 

"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  —  Two  clean- 
cut  good-looking  males,  19  and  22,  available  for  per- 
sonal escort /model  services.  922-2089. 

TORONTO  ESCORTS  AND  MODELS 

FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5'11"  170,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as  es- 
cort and/or  model.  Call  Rick:  531-6976. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  28,  black  hair,  available  for 
escort  for  dining  out,  theatre,  dancing,  etc.  Married 
or  bi  men  and  hotel  guests  all  welcome.  Let's  go  for  it. 
Reasonable  rates.  Please  call  961-3839. 

TWO  EAGER  TO  PROVIDE  THE  BEST 
TWO  GOOD  LOOKING  friendly  model  escorts.  We 
know  how  to  show  you  a  good  time.  So  phone 
sometime  soon!  Toronto-Hamilton  area  after  6  pm 
Phone  1-528-6410.  Ask  for  Wesley  or  Brad. 

FRIENDS:  FEMALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

GAY  FEMALE  OF  THE  USA  wanted  by  gay  male  30 
years  to  marry  to  get  immigration  status  in  the  states. 
Age,  race  doesn't  matter.  Drawer  E693. 

GAY  FEMALE  CANADIAN  WANTED  by  gay 
white  male  Mexican,  43,  to  marry  to  get  immigration 
status.  Age,  race  does  not  matter.  Mr.  Botello,  5  de 
Mayo,  1710  Pte  Monterrey  N.L.  Mexico. 


NATIONAL 


CANADIAN  GUY 
CANADIAN  GUY  SEEKS  Canadian  woman  to 
marry  his  lover.  Will  do  same  in  return.  Drawer  E689. 


ONTARIO 


INTERESTED  IN  an  honest,  loving  and  possibly 
lasting  relationship.  Woman  age  49,  reasonably  at- 
tractive, seeks  lover  and  friend  in  Ottawa  area.  Enjoy 
dining  out,  animals,  music,  quiet  evenings  at  home, 
occasional  evenings  out  at  gay  bars  or  other  activities. 
Please  contact  me.  All  serious  replies  will  be  answer- 
ed. Drawer  E722. 


TORONTO 


LESBIAN  WANTED  by  professsional  gay  guy  for 
job  security  reason.  No  attachment  involved.  Should 
be  around  20-30.  Toronto  area.  All  races  welcome. 
Financial  award  arranged.  Drawer  E694. 

SO  THE  SURFBOARD'S  closed.  Why  burn  yourself 
out  trying  to  find  a  new  bar  when  you  could  burn 
yourself  out  over  me?  Drawer  E779. 

No  sex  for  me.  I  take  photographs.  Think  about  it, 
then  write  me.  Drawer  E780. 

INSOLENT  LITTLE  BITCH  submissive  just  wants 
to  have  fun.  Ass  fetish.  Drawer  E775. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


SEEKING  THAT  SPECIAL  someone  to  share  life's 
ups  and  downs  with,  frolic  in  the  fall  with,  or  just  to 
confirm  that  I'm  not  the  only  lesbian  residing  in  the 
Valley.  Vitals  are  mid-20s,  petite,  blond  and  blue, 
with  a  well  developed  sense  of  humour  behind  a  gen- 
erally reserved  manner.  Into  career,  music,  and  posi- 
tive living.  If  interested  in  any  or  all  of  the  above,  drop 
me  a  line.  Total  discretion  assured  and  expected. 
Drawer  E734. 

FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

COME,  see  the  Phillipines.  White  sandy  beaches  and 
other  beautiful  interesting  places  with  a  friend.  Travel 
with  a  26-year-old  good  looking,  honest,  sincere, 
Filipino  guy  working  as  nursing  attendant,  part-time 
model,  loves  asian  cooking,  theatres,  giving  good 
oriental  massage  as  I'm  flexible,  versatile  in  bed. 
Young  back-packer  travellers  also  welcome.  Would 
like  to  correspond  with  gays  regardless  of  age.  Mr 
Doroteo  B  Lozada,  65A  Luzuriaga  St,  Bacolod  City, 
Negros,  Occ,  6001,  Phillipines. 

HOT  ITALIAN,  5'9"  24,  dark  brown  hair,  hazel 
eyes.  Seeks  hot  fisted  man  or  groups  in  Toronto  or 
Michigan  area  who  love  a  hot  ass  to  shove  his  fist  into. 
Large-fisted  or  ram  masters  are  special.  Fantasies  are 
widely  varied.  Let's  try  out  your  fantasy.  Photo  and 
phone.  Drawer  E725. 

PROFESSIONAL  TORONTO  GWM  couple  33  and 
35,  seeks  professional  gay  male  and  gay  female  coup- 
les in  Metro  Toronto  and  greater  Buffalo  areas  for 
strictly  platonic  friendships.  Drawer  E5S9. 

I'M  A  23-YEAR-OLD  HOTEL  EXECUTIVE  who 
wants  pen-pals  in  Canada.  I  like  travel,  disco,  classic- 
al music,  art,  fashion,  tennis  and  writing  letters.  I 
hope  to  get  answers  from  guys  from  1 8  to  25.  I'm  tall, 
blond  and  blue-eyed.  Mr  Ole  Johan  Slyngstad,  Molia 
I,  N-6200  Stranda,  Norway. 

GWM  WISHES  to  correspond  with  GWM.  Will  »ns- 
wer  all.  Mr  Botello,  5  De  Mayo  1710  Pte.  Monterey 
NL  Mexico. 

SLAVES  NEEDED  under  30.  under  1 5}  lbs,  by  white 
male,  37,  5' 11"  145  lbs.  Novices  okay.  Write  with 
photo.  Box  408841,  Chicago.  II.  60640. 


BRITISH  GUY  W/M  32.  Need  more  from  life  with 
that  special  someone.  Financial  help  needed  to  relo- 
cate/holiday with  that  special  person.  Relationship 
sought.  Please  write.  Michael  Laye,  22  Orchard  PI, 
Canton,  Cardiff,  GB. 

32-YEAR-OLD  AUSTRALIAN,  soon  to  be  visiting 
Toronto,  would  like  to  correspond  with  compatible 
males.  lam  188  cm  tall,  80  kg,  brown  hair,  mustache. 
Hobbies  include  flying,  music,  photography.  I  am  a 
motorcycle  police  officer.  Photo  and  letter  to  Steve 
Parker,  Box  29,  Hornsby,  2077,  NSW,  Australia. 


NATIONAL 


SUBMISSIVE  GWM,  40's,  seeks  well  endowed  hairy 
male  into  heavy  leather,  jeans,  W/S,B/D,M/S,  J/O. 
Anywhere,  penpals.  Drawer  E721. 

LUST-CRAZED  FOR  YOUNG  MEAT 

LET  ME  WORSHIP  your  hot  sausage.  I  need 
straight-type  street  numbers.  This  bi  stud  also  gets  off 
on  hot,  humiliating  J/O  letters  from  punk  school 
studs  and  street  kids.  Renumeration  considered.  Send 
hot  horny  reply  to  Rick,  PO  Box  1363,  North  Bay, 
Ont,  P1B8K5. 

GWM,  32, 6',  lost  in  smalltown  Saskatchewan,  wants 
to  meet  western  travellers.  Am  versatile  and  into 
massage.  Write  with  photo  and  phone  number. 
Drawer  E586. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ~ 

BE  THE  PROUD  SON  of  a  doting  father  with 
freedom  to  develop  goals  at  a  luxury  beach  house. 
Drawer  E724. 

BOOTED  TRUCK  DRIVER  or  logger  welcome  for 
friendship,  etc,  on  weekends  in  northern  BC.  Any 
age.  Drawer  E648. 

VANCOUVER,  46-year-old  professor,  GWM,  in 
good  shape,  financially  secure,  seeks  a  younger  lover. 
No  racial  bias.  Please  send  photo.  Drawer  E598. 


GWM  seeks  same 
GWF  seeks  same 

Classified  shorthand  lets  jou  say  a  lot  in  a  little 

space,  but  it  can  leave  yog  saying  things  you  may 

not  mean.  If  you're  a  Gay  White  Male  or  a  Gay  White 

Female  and  if  race  doesn't  matter,  don't  limit  your 

options.  Use  your  own  words  to  say  what  you  want 

and  you'll  get  results! 


YOU  ARE  ORIENTAL,  18-48,  single,  or  not  so 
single,  bi  or  married,  whatever.  You  like  GWM's 
around  30,  good  solid  sex,  relaxation  with  sincere 
company  and  no  nonsense.  Please  write.  I  might  be 
just  what  you're  looking  for,  if  not,  what  have  you  got 
to  lose?  All  answered,  your  photo  gets  mine.  Van- 
couver and  the  Valley.  Drawer  E757. 

ALBERTA  ~ 

GAY  COMMUNITY  IN  SOUTH  ALBERTA? 

CLOSETED  47-YEAR-OLD  GWM  wishes  to  meet 
other  gays  in  Southern  Alberta.  I've  been  in  the  closet 
too  long  and  would  like  to  join  the  gay  community.  Is 
anyone  out  there?  Drawer  E710. 

FORT  McMURRAY.  Two  guys  aged  25,  very  dis- 
creet, seek  friends  for  ocassional  outings,  dinner  com- 
panionship. Into  threesomes  with  the  right  guy  18-30. 
Would  like  to  meet  anyone  who  is  looking  for  some- 
thing besides  tarsand  in  McMurray.  Drawer  E704. 

LOOKING  FOR  ORIENTAL.  Me,  GWM  34,  5'  10" 
150  lbs,  sincere,  professional,  honest  and  easygoing. 
Will  answer  all  letters  with  photo.  Drawer  E525. 


CALGARY 


GO  TO  YOUR  ROOM! 

FORTY-ONE-YEAR-OLD  in  need  of  bare  bottom 
discipline  wants  to  hear  from  you.  If  you  have  the 
time  and  the  place,  this  busy  executive  needs  to  be  sent 
to  his  room  for  a  strapping,  called  to  the  house  mas- 
ter's study  for  a  caning,  etc.  Those  who  just  want  to 
talk  about  action,  please  save  your  stamps.  Reply: 
Suite  188-181,  401  9  Ave  SW,  Calgary  AB  T2P  3K5. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  PASSIVE,  40,  150  lbs,  5'6", 
would  like  to  meet  dominant  gay  males,  well-hung, 
very  active  in  Greek,  bondage,  gang  bangs.  Only  let- 
ters with  photo  will  be  answered.  Calgary  area  only. 
Drawer  E466. 

GWM,  25, 5'  1 1 "  seeks  guys  to  30  interested  in  playing 
strip  poker  or  other  gambling  games  in  which  loser 
submits  to  winner.  Will  respect  any  limits  you  may 
set.  Got  the  guts  to  put  your  ass  on  the  line?  Photo 
with  reply  if  possible  but  not  necessary.  All  replies 
answered.  Drawer  E599. 

GWM,  STUDENT,  25,  5'7",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
athletic,  straight-looking  wishes  to  meet  clean- 
shaven, clean-cut  guy  18-21  for  warmth  and  intimacy. 
Photo  helpful  but  not  necessary.  Drawer  E651. 


EDMONTON 


HAPPY,  arts-oriented  male,  24. 6'  160  lbs.  Just  mov- 
ed to  town,  loves  the  indoors  and  out.  Try  writing. 
Drawer  E700. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


LOVE  IS  A  BATTLEFIELD  and  I  am  tired  of 
fighting.  Iamauniversitystudent.23,6'  I50lbs,dark 
hair,  moustache,  brown  eyes.  My  interests  include 
movies,  books,  cuddling,  and  quiet  nights  at  home  I 
am  looking  for  a  relationship  with  a  stable  responsible 
man  25  to  35.  Out-of-town  replies  welcome.  Drawer 
E688. 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 

B. A.  S. (Finance) 

member    of    the    C.I.C.A.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office      in      downtown      Toronto 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc.,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


Dr.WiDemH.Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,  LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East,  Suite  1 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


John  Higgijis 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


97  Maitland  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M4Y1E3 


Office: 
(416)968-9054 


Home: 
(416)922-6544 


Practice  restricted  to 

Corporate  &  Commercial  Law. 

Real  Estate. 

Wills  and  Estates 


R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.A.,  LL.B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 

Village  by  the  Grange 

Suite  400, 122  St  Patrick  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M5T2X8 
(416)  597-1655 


Of  nee  hours:  9  am  -  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


lntial  consultation:  $20 
On  parlc  francais 
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592  Sherbourne  St. 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
mATES 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


1985 


Can  Mean  Freedom 


From  shaving,  trimming,  tweezing, 

UNWANTED  HAIR 

FROM  ANYWHERE. 


CERTIFIED  ELECTROLOGIST 

Sheilagh  Devlin 

9  Bellbury  Cres.  North  York 

491-1114 


gay  . . .  got  a 
drinking  problem? 


(416)  964-3962 


OR  WRITE  BOX  "A"    730  BATHURST  STREET. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M5S  2R4 
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THE  TOOLBOX 

AT  18  EASTERN  AVE.,  TORONTO 

869-9294 

Mon-Fri:  5  pm  •  1  am  Sat:  Noon    1  am  Sun:  Noon  •  11  pm 

Thursday  is  Club  Night- 
Saturdays:  Free  pool  until  4  pm... 
Happy  Hour  daily:  Beer  $1.25... 
Dinner  every  night,  5-10  pm,  from  $2.50 
$3.95  Sunday  Brunch,  noon  ■  3  pm 
where  real  men  do  eat  quiche! 

Where  the  men  come  to  play 


MENS  FASHION  SWIMWEAR 

one  for$9.50  or  two  for  $17.00 


,/fuitra-Violet 
1  Red 

Burnt-Orange 

Navy 

Sand 


style  301 


Dk.     Brown 
Turquoise  4 

A  Royal    Blue 

/White 
Black 


301 


23%  LYCRA 

Sizes  Sm  (28-30)  Med  (31-33)  Lg  (34-36) 
Oty.      Size      Colour  .  Oty   ,   Size 

308  | 


Colour . 


second  choice  colour  second  choice  colour 


plus  $2  00  lor  shipping  and  handling 
Fla  residents  include  slate  sales  tax 
TOTAL  ORDERS ' 
Sorry  no  C  0  D  s 


}  CHASinc 


PO   BOX  9251     PEMBROKE  PIME5.  FLA.  33084  9251 
to  avoid  delay,  please  print 


NAME 


□  Check  D Money  Order 

•  Money  Order  immediate  delivery 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


ADDRESS. 

CITY  

ZIP 


STATE 


PHONE(  ) 


allow  4  to  6  weeks  delivery 


TBP 


NOW  EASI 
THAN  E 


Beginning  October  15, 
you  can  order  by  phone! 


Now  you  can  reach  the  30,000 
men  and  women  who  read 
The  Body  Politic  every  month 
just  by  picking  up  your 
phone. 

Starting  Monday,  October 
15,  we'll  be  accepting 
classified  ad  orders  paid  by 
VISA  or  Mastercard  over  the 
telephone,  Monday  through 
Friday  from  11  am  to  5  pm. 

It's  easy:  just  write  down 
what  you  want  to  say  before 
you  call,  (you  can  use  the 
form  here  at  the  right  as  a 
guide),  ring  us  at  (416) 
364-6320,  read  us  your  ad  and 
give  us  your  VISA  or  Master- 
card number.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it! 

Of  course,  we'll  still  take 
your  ad  in  person  or  by  mail, 
prepaid  by  charge  or  cheque. 

We're  waiting  to  hear  from 
you! 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35c  per  word,  minimum  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70<t  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
3646320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Our  discount  system:  15%  off  for  2  runs,  20%  off  for3  to  4  runs,  25%  off  for5  to  9  runs,  and  30%  for10  runs  or 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 


Postage  here 


Drawer. 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as  in  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Office  staff  do  not  open  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  in  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


BOLD  (Max  30  characters)»» 

STANDOUT  (Max  20  characters))))) 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters))))) 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  IN  ST  LOUIS 

OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
CaUmeatS91-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'll  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5'  10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que.  Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown  near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $300/month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 

GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  over  the  basic  cost 

of  your  ad  buys  you  up  to  15  charact 

ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 

Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER.  39,  MERCILESS,  seeks  slave  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all.  Limits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. 

CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  just  driven  oc- 
casionally lo  the  bars,  asking  $5 ,000 or  best  offer.  Call 
James,  944-3214. 


1  1  1 

Write  the  text  of  your  ad  below,  one  word  per  box. 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7.35 


$9.10 


$10.85 


$12.60 


$14.35 


$16.10 


$17.85 


$19.60 


$21.35 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7.70 


$9.45 


$11.20 


$12.95 


$14.70 


$16.45 


$18.20 


$19.95 


$21.70 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$8.05 


$9.80 


$11.55 


$13.30 


$15.05 


$16.80 


$18.55 


$20  30 


$22.05 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$7 


$8.40 


$10.15 


$11.90 


$13.65 


$15.40 


$17.15 


$18.90 


$20.65 


$22.40 


$7 


$7 


S7 


S7 


$8.75 


$10.50 


$12.25 


$14.00 


$15.75 


$17  50 


$19.25 


$2100 


$2275 


More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35c  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70c  per  word. 

D  CostofadS timesnumber ofruns  $. 

HEADINGS 

D  BOLD($5.00  times  number ofruns) 

□  STANDOUT  ($10.00  times  number ofruns) 

□  GRABBER  ($15.00  times  number ofruns) 

Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 

DISCOUNTS 

□  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 

□  Three  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 
D  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 
H  Ten  runs.  Deduct  30% 

□  I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

D  Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

SUBSCRIBE! 

□  I  want  to  subscribe. 
(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.) 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  DECEMBER  ISSUE:  5  PM,  THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  8 

Name 

Address        

City 

Province  


$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 
-$ 
-$ 

-$ 
$ 

Subtotal  $ 

100 

$ 

Subtotal  $ 

Canada             $ 

18.95  CN 

International     $ 
Total  enclosed  $ 

18.95  US 

Code 


Cheque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my       Visa       Mastercharge 

Card  number  

Expiry  date 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS.  Box  7289,  Station  A. 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  dku 
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SASKATOON 


CAREER-ORIENTED  GWM,  26,  seeks  older  com- 
panion for  having  dinner,  drinking  wine  and  getting 
more  and  more  sexually  excited  as  evening  progresses. 
Mustache  essential,  beard  even  better.  Dominance  ex- 
pected. Picture  appreciated.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  E7 18. 


WINNIPEG 


GWM,  29,  UNIVERSITY  STUDENT,  low-key  but 
fun,  affectionate.  Seeking  right  person  for  long-term 
relationship.  Enjoy  music,  theatre,  swimming,  bik- 
ing. Drawer  E736. 


ONTARIO 


ESPANOLA  GWM  23,  average  looks.  Looking  to 
meet  other  young  gay  people  in  surrounding  area. 
Photo  and  phone  gets  results.  Drawer  E713. 

GWM  30  simply  looking  to  make  contact  with  other 
attractive,  intelligent,  decent  men  under  35.  Perhaps 
over  dinner?  Open  to  deeper  levels  of  intimate  com- 
munication if  mutually  agreeable.  Drawer  E711. 

NORTHERN  ONTARIO 

BLOND  MILITARY  MAN  in  20s,  190  lbs,  seeks 
white  male  21-35  bi  or  gay,  military  and  married 
welcome.  French  or  American  preferred.  Write  with 
photo  to  Box  873,  Barrie,  Ont,  L4M  E6Y. 


SUDBURY 


TRANSPLANTED  SOUTHERNER  seeks  a  gay 
male  with  whom  he  can  enjoy  winter  sports  (cross- 
country skiing,  ice  fishing).  33,  bearded,  thin.  Tries  to 
exercise.  Drawer  E716. 


SOUTHWESTERN  ONTARIO 

I  HAVE  a  love/hate  relationship  with  just  about 
everything:  sophistication,  big  cities,  quiet  country 
weekends,  work,  moods,  money,  mom  and  dad,  the 
sun,  relationships,  interesting  faces,  bars,  dancing, 
the  bathroom  mirror,  clothes,  being  alone....  About 
books,  music,  movies,  serious  (intelligent)  conversa- 
tion, occasional  non-serious  (un-intelligent)  conver- 
sations, strong  friendships,  and  (at  least  the  idea  of) 
having  someone  close,  I  am  consistently  positive.  Ra- 
tional (by  education?)  I  begin  each  day  by  checking 
out  my  horoscope,  and  often  end  it  working  —  by 
candlelight.  As  each  year  passes  I  grow  in  many  ways 
(including  older).  I  want  someone  to  be  seri- 
ous/sad /silly /loving /unsure  with.  The  physical  is 
always  important,  but  not  in  itself  sustaining.  I  am 
mid-20s,  (relatively)  TDA,  fit,  educated,  interesting, 
diverse.  You  are  possibly  to  mid-20s,  educated 
(school  or  otherwise  —  it  is  as  much  a  frame  of  mind 
as  an  institutional  experience),  attractive,  opinionat- 
ed, articulate,  sensitive  (perhaps  a  tired  cliche)  and  in 
the  Guelph-Cambridge-K-W  triangle.  This  ad  will  set 
me  back  a  bundle  so  why  not  risk  the  postage  and 
write?  Discretion  assured  —  specify  "alternatives"  if 
to  hesitant  to  disclose  phone/address/photo.  Drawer 
E697. 

GWM,  48,  5'11",  slim,  well-hung,  straight-looking, 
seeks  hot  arse  and  deep  throat  for  regular  get  togeth- 
ers.  Clean  and  discretion  required.  Photo  and  phone 
gets  reply.  Cambridge/ Brantford  area.  Age  and  race 
not  important.  Drawer  E750. 

35,  LOOKS  AND  ACTS  younger,  looking  for  friend 
around  same  age  in  Grey-Bruce  area.  Sincere  and  car- 
ing. Enjoy  nights  out  with  good  friends.  Photo  and 
phone  gets  fast  reply.  Have  car  will  travel.  Drawer 
E545. 


HAMILTON  BODYBUILDER,  GWM,  28,  6'  175, 
seeks  one  special  clean-cut,  masculine,  well-built  bud- 
dy. Discretion  respected,  photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
E709. 

STUDENT 

GWM,  21  years,  good  looking,  green  eyes,  brown 
hair.  Seeks  other  good  looking  GWM  for  hot  sessions 
and  friendship.  If  you  are  a  hot  stud  between  21-24 
then  you  are  answering  the  right  ad.  Please  include 
phone  number  and  photo  (if  possible).  Take  care. 
Drawer  E767. 

NATURAL  MAN,  sound  mind,  healthy  body,  well- 
adjusted  in  search  for  significant  "other"  not  twisted 
by  gay  scene.  Tenderness,  feeling  the  warmth  of 
another,  adventurer,  diverse,  sensibly  proud,  sincere. 
I'm  34,  6',  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  attractive,  search 
for  one  like-minded  man  who  I  can  respect  for  being 
naturally  masculine,  attractive,  bright,  cuddly. 
Photo,  phone  a  must.  Niagara,  Hamilton.  Drawer 
E701. 

NEW  ARRIVAL,  32-YEARS-YOUNG,  attractive, 
seeks  friends  18-35  for  fun,  etc.  Winter  is  closing  in 
fast.  Let's  get  together.  Reply  with  phone.  Drawer 
E754. 

KITCHENER/WATERLOO  ~~ 

APPLICATIONS  now  being  accepted  by  23-year-old 
Kitchener  area  master  for  personal  sex  slave.  No  ex- 
perience necessary  but  successful  candidate  will  be 
young,  fit,  non-promiscuous,  willing  to  learn  the 
ropes  and  take  it  like  a  man!.  No  drugs  or  excessive 
pain  but  slave  will  be  subjected  to  B/D,  shaving,  tit 
work,  spanking,  etc.  to  stated  limits.  Write  today  with 
personal  description,  and  expectations  to  Drawer 
E748.  Your  master  awaits. 


/MEASURE   UP 

.,1      '    21      '     3'      '     4l      '     5'^Cr,     '     l"8    '     1'9     '     2"u     '    3 


FITNESS  FOR  THE  80rs 
BODY  FIRMING  AND  TONING 

WITHOUT  EXERCISE 


No  sweat!  After  hundreds  of  sweaty 
hours  in  the  gym,  many  people  still 
haven't  achieved  the  firmness  and  tone 
they  had  expected.  Exercise  today 
doesn't  have  to  be  a  boring,  exhausting, 
muscle-wrenching  chore.  At  Measure 
Up  we  will  flatten  your  tummy,  firm  your 
thighs,  tighten  your  tush  and  eliminate 
your  love  handles  faster  and  easier  than 
you  ever  thought  possible.  All  you  do  is 
relax,  as  our  custom  designed  Measure 
Up  machines  stimulate  muscle  groups 
that  have  long  been  neglected. 

EG:  A  typical  Vi  hour  on  the  abdominal 
area  will  provide  the  equivalent  of  1 800 
sit-ups. 


Call  for  complimentary  treatment 
and  consultation. 


A  PROGRAM  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Our  specially  trained  personnel,  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  licensed  technicians  will  design  your  in- 
dividualized firming  plan— based  on  your  body 
type  and  problem  areas. 

The  sensation  of  effortless  exercise  creates  a  relax- 
ing feeling  as  it  goes  to  work— strengthening  and 
reeducating  your  sagging,  atrophying  muscles. 

Come  In.  Relax. 
Let  us  do  the  work. 

ISNT  IT  TIME  FOR  YOU  TO  MEASURE  UP? 


12ShuterSt.,  Suite  100 
Toronto 

416-3620636 


Tues-Fri  11am-7pm 
Sat  10am-3pm 
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STILL  LOOKING,  and  won't  give  up!!  There  has  to 
be  someone  out  there,  who  really  cares  about  people, 
who  honestly  wants  a  caring  guy,  (Aug  84),  who  of- 
fers real,  sincere  friendship  with  the  door  open,  for  a 
possible  monogamous  relationship,  but  new,  real 
friends  the  main  goal.  Advertiser,  tall,  attractive, 
mustache,  young  forties,  sexually  aggressive.  I  enjoy 
weekend  guests.  Visit  me,  get  to  know  me,  if  I'm 
lucky,  you'll  stay.  Box  241 1,  Kitchener,  N2H  6N3. 

HELP  WITH  MY  BANK  BOOK.  GWM  needs  help 
balancing  bank  book  and  other  financial  matters.  I 
will  be  moving  to  the  Kitchener/ Waterloo  area  this 
fall.  Friendship  would  be  nice  in  a  new  area.  Sex  is  not 
part  of  the  job.  Drawer  E755. 

TORONTO  ~ 

BLACK  GUYS  — GWM  couple,  30s,  bearded,  look 
for  evening  get-togethers.  Letter  with  description, 
likes,  dislikes,  photo  if  possible  and  phone.  Drawer 
E6S4. 

GWM,  22, 6'4"  185  lbs  seeks  well-hung  hot  and  hor- 
ny male  to  27.  I  love  sucking  and  being  sucked. 
Drawer  E637. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  38,  190  lbs,  6'4",  seeks 
young  man  over  21  for  hot  times.  I  am  into  most 
things  and  love  spanking.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Drawer  E162. 

TV/TS  MISTRESS  required  by  tall,  trim,  masculine 
bi-male,  46.  You  areextrovertly  attractive  and  prefer- 
ably pass  in  public.  You  will  be  treated  as  a  lady  with 
warmth  and  sensual  attention.  Discretion  and  no- 
pressure  enjoyment  assured.  Photo  and  phone  appre- 
ciated. Drawer  E523. 

RENAISSANCE  MAN 

INVITES  MEN  who  are  interested  in  the  finer  things 
in  life,  such  as  Art,  Literature,  Theatre,  Cinema  (not 
movies)  and  good  clean  Sex  (although  not  necessarily 
in  that  order).  Race  no  barrier.  Non-smokers,  fitness 
enthusiasts,  students  and  millionaires  especially  wel- 
come. Drawer  E7I9. 

ATTRACTIVE  MASC  GWM,  30,  wishes  to  meet  hot 
Italian  or  other  Mediterranean  men  21-40  for  discreet 
encounters  and  heavy  sex.  Drawer  E551. 

A  VERY  AFFECTIONATE  and  sincere  Oriental 
gentleman  look  for  friend  and  company  in  age  25-35. 
Remuneration.  Drawer  E712. 

I'M  A  GAY  MALE  48,  SO  WHAT.  I'm  honest  sincere 
and  reliable.  I'm  looking  for  a  strictly  one  to  one  rela- 
tionship with  a  top  type  male.  Not  interested  in  a  one 
night  stand.  Sincere  replies  only.  Drawer  E714. 

NAHANNI,  AUYUITTUQ,  QUETICO.  Fellow 
canoeist,  pilot,  trekker  sought  by  professional  photo- 
grapher to  share  in  the  planning  and  living  of  these 
and  other  indescribable  wilderness  experiences.  No 
lily-dippers  please.  Drawer  E715. 

WHITE  MALE,  48,  6'  170  lbs,  lean,  clean  and  mus- 
cular, masculine  looking/acting,  non-promiscuous, 
would  like  to  meet  a  heavy-hung  greek  active  or 
french  passive  male,  age,  looks,  race  unimportant. 
Box  334,  Station  K,  Toronto,  M4P  2G8. 

SINCERE  AFFECTIONATE  CONSERVATIVE 
male,  36,  with  many  interests  from  theatre  to 
wilderness  tripping  and  lots  of  love  to  give  seeks 
another  masculine  guy  (24-40)  for  friendship  and  pos- 
sible long-term  relationship.  All  replies  answered. 
Drawer  E742. 

HOT  YOUNG  MASTER  WANTED 

BY  HORNY  SLAVE  37,  6'  155  lbs,  who  will  do 
everything:  SM,  WS,  FF.  Send  detailed  letter  and 
phone  number.  Drawer  E743. 

DADDY'S  SON  WANTED 

MALE  36,  great  shape,  supportive,  caring,  searching 
for  young  slim  boy  for  a  rewarding  father-son  rela- 
tionship. Be  good  and  I'll  know  how  to  spoil  you,  be 
bad  and  I'll  know  how  to  punish  you.  If  you  need  love 
and  discipline  in  equal  doses  write  with  phone.  Draw- 
er  E744. 

AFFECTIONATE,  PLAYFUL,  ATTRACTIVE 
man,  slender  build,  very  active,  curious  and  open, 
would  like  to  explore  new  relationships  with  similar 
men.  Varied  interests  include  outdoor  activities, 
painting,  photography,  literature.  Prefer  21-40. 
Photo  and  warmth  please.  Drawer  E728. 

UNIFORM/BUSINESS  SUIT 

GWM  30,  blond,  blue  eyes,  hot  buns,  wants  well- 
hung  studs  in  uniform  or  business  suit.  Into  desk-top 
action  or  related  activities.  Your  photo  gets  mine. 
Drawer  ES48. 

MAN  FOR  ALL  SEASONS  —Tall,  slim  male  (32) 
with  athletic  swimmer's  physique,  generously  endow- 
ed, great  buns,  light  body  hair,  blue  eyes,  clean-cut 
beautiful  body.  Am  extremely  clean,  well-mannered, 
educated,  discreet  and  caring.  Expect  comparable  at- 
tributes in  other.  Must  be  well-adjusted,  mature- 
minded,  non-promiscuous.  Preferably  (26-38). 
Should  be  equally  transported  emotionally  by  fine 
ballet  and  symphonic  performances  or  the  call  of  a 
loon  while  canoeing.  Object:  caring  companionship 
and  beautiful  tender  moments  together.  Phone  num- 
ber, honest,  candid  letter  about  yourself  guarantees 
reply.  Photo  appreciated  and  returned.  Thank  you. 
Hugs!  Drawer  E646. 

PISCES  GWM,  tall,  dark,  handsome,  34,  profession- 
al, stable,  wants  to  meet  other  handsome  30s,  stable, 
Cancer.  Long-lasting  relationship  possible  with  right 
man.  No  bull.  Drawer  E698. 

GWM,  31,  5'7"  110  lbs,  brown  hair  and  eyes.  What 
can  I  say?  I'm  an  intelligent,  hard  working  guy  who  is 
tired  of  bars,  baths  and  public  washrooms.  Bored 
with  lust,  bewildered  by  "love"  but  still  like  people. 
Am  hoping  to  luck  onto  similar  male(s)  with  whom  1 
can  laugh,  bitch  and  cry.  Don't  drink  but  enjoy  to- 
bacco and  toke.  Please  reply  with  phone  number  and 
your  address.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  necessary. 
Drawer  E699. 
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Montgomery 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

Illustrated  36  page 

catalogue$5.00  +  90«  postage 

and  handling. 


NO.  801 
(backview) 

Dress 
Harness 


ASK  FOR  IT! 

Adults  only -must 
be  legal  age. 


"Call  us.  Tell  us  what  you  want.  Describe  your  fantasy  and  the  kind 
of  guy  (i.e.  Trucker,  Cop,  Straight,  Body-Builder,  etc.,  etc.)  you'd 
like  to  explore  it  with.  Then  we'll  have  him  call  you  back  and  you  can 
talk  till  you're  satisfied.  Guaranteed." 
CREDIT  CARDS 
8 :00pm- 2 :00am 

****************************** 


FANTASYPHONE 
(416)367-0593 


•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


"RICHARD  QUARTZ5 
THE  DICK  THAT  TICKS! 


13"  by  1.5"  (solid  pine) 

Precision  movement  is  no 

laughing  matter,  that's  why 

we  use  quartz! 

ORDER  NOW  FOR  CHRISTMAS 

FROM:  Creative  Fields 
100  Prudential  Dr.  No.  1605 
Scarborough,  ON  M1P4V4 


SEND clocks  @  $23.50  ea. 

P.S.T.  &  Postage  Included! 
Cheque Money  Order 


Total:  $_ 
Send  to:. 
Address: 


end 


Postal  Code: 


Being  your  slave 
What  should  I  do. 
But  tend 

Upon  the  hours  and 
Times  of  your  desire? 
— Shakespeare 


...comfortable  &  soft,  constructed  of 
nylon  parachute  webbing  &  velcro.  Vel- 
cro  mates  to  bond  cuff.  A  very  special 
gift,  or  for  your  own  intimate  play. 


Available  plain  or  pretty,  trimmed  with 
hearts  &  lace,  in  red.  black,  or  blue.  Set  of 
f our ( 2  ankle  &  2  wrist  cuffs ).  Send  $34  95 
plus  $3.00  postage  and  tax.  cheque  or 
money  order,  payable  to  PM  Enterprises. 
Suite  030-131,  65  Front  St.  W.  Toronto. 
ON.M5J  1E6. 
Specify  desired  colour.  &  plain  or  pretty. 


Pleasure  and  privacy  guaranteed. 
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Certified  Cheque  or  Money 
Order  payable  to 
STALLION  VIDEO  INC 
Depl   226 

810  West  Broadway  Street 
Vancouver.  B  C   V5Z  4C9 

(STALLION  IS  A  FOUNDING  MEM 


TOTAL  PRICE  OF  MOVIES  IN 
NEW  RELEASE  SECTION 
(CONSULT  PRICE  SCHEDULE) 

TOTAL  PRICE  OF 
ANNIVERSARY! 
(CONSULT  PRICI 

Sales  Tax 


TOTAL  PRICE  OF  TOP  40 
ANNIVERSARY  SPECIALS 
(CONSULT  PRICE  SCHEDULE) 

B.C.  Residents  Add  7%  Sales  Ta 

Shipping  and  Handling  $3.50  D"' 


FREE 


ompping  ana  nanaung  >j.du  Per  Tape        $  _ 

TOTAL  PRICE  INCLUDING  SHIPPING        $ 

ALLOW  21  DAYS  FOR  DELIVERY  AFTER  RECEIPT  OF  ORDER. 
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ScmSo* 


2ND  ANNIVERSARY  SALE 

STALLION'S  TOP  40 
HIGH  QUALITY  SPECIAL 


ORDER: 

1  title  at  $37.95,  including  shipping 

2  titles  at  $35.95  each,  including  shipping 

3  or  more  at  only  $32.95  each,  including  shipping 


□  1.  Sailor  in  the  Wild  (1  hr45min) 

□  2.  Gold  Rush  Boys  (90  min,  as  are 

most  titles) 

□  3.  Ail-American  Boys  Frat  House  (90  min) 

□  4.  The  Young  Olympians  (90  min) 

□  5.  Malibu  Days  Big  Bear  Nights  (approx. 

1  hr45  min -new  edition) 

□  6.  Doing  It!  (90  min) 

□  7.  Brother  Load  (90  min) 

□  8.  Men  of  the  Midway  (90  min) 

□  9.  Bad  Bad  Boys  (80  min) 

□  10.  Performance  (90  min) 

□  1 1 .  A  Matter  of  Size  (75  min) 

□  12.  Leo  &  Lance  (90  min) 

D  13.  Cruisin'  57  —  Toby  Ross  (90  min) 

□  14.  Games  (Leo  Ford/AI  Parker) 

□  15.  Best  Little  Warehouse  in  L.A.  (90  min) 

□  16.  Printer's  Devils  (90  min) 

□  17.  The  Other  Side  of  Aspen  (1  hr) 

□  18.  Schoolmates  (Toby  Ross) 

□  19.  Men  of  Big  Sur  (60  min) 

□  20.  Skin  Deep  (90  min) 

□  21 .  Falconhead  (Michael  Zen  -  90  min) 

□  22.  Hot  Shots!  Casey  Donovan  (60  min) 

□  23.  Johnny  Harden  &  Friends  (90  min) 

□  24.  Pacific  Coast  Highway  (approx  2  hrs) 

D  25.  The  Boys  of  San  Francisco  (approx  2  hrs) 

□  26.  Hugel  (60  min) 

□  27.  The  Class  of  '84  —  Part  1  (William 

Higgins-90min) 

□  28.  Brothers  Should  Do  It 

□  29.  The  Idol  (75  min) 

□  30.  These  Bases  Are  Loaded  (2  hrs) 

□  31.  Room  Mates  (60  min)  (Kip  Noll) 

□  32.  His  Little  Brother(Nova- 60  min) 

□  33.  Dormitory  Daze  (Nova  -  60  min) 

□  34.  All  Tied  Up  (Arch  Brown  -  60  min) 

□  35.  Boys  of  the  Slums  —  Toby  Ross  (90  min) 

□  36.  For  Members  Only!  (80  min) 

□  37.  New  York  City  Pro  —  Leo  Ford  (75  min) 

□  38.  Good  Times  Cuming  (Lance  -  60  min) 

□  39.  The  Diary  —  Toby  Ross 

□  40.  Kept  After  School  -  Nova  (60  min) 
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WANNA  PLAY  DOCTOR?? 

MASCULINE  35,  5'8"  155  lbs,  nicely  built,  seeks 
slim  man  to  play  kinky  "doctor  fantasy."  Into  fanta- 
sy, role  playing,  enema,  toys,  some  BD,  ass  play, 
good  time,  clean  fun.  (No  scat.)  Drawer  E745. 

"FATHER"  40s,  5'  10"  168  lbs,  good  appearance,  ex- 
teacher,  very  sincere  and  understanding  but  strict 
when  necessary,  seeks  "son"  needing  occasional 
woodshed-type  discipline.  Student  or  similar  who 
might  appreciate  genuine  "parental"  interest  and 
concern  would  be  ideal,  but  all  respondents  will  be  an- 
swered. Drawer  E746. 

CONFIDENT  CARING  40s  male  very  partial  to  ebo- 
ny or  dark  latin  type  males  seeks  friend  to  share  food, 
wine,  conversation,  caring,  touching,  quiet,  times. 
Get  in  touch  with  photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E747. 

HOT  BUNS 

GWM  30  blond,  blue  eyes,  5'  10",  seeks  man  over  21 
for  hot  times.  Butch ,  masculine  and  well  hung  a  must . 
Photo  a  must.  Phone.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer 
E749. 

ALL  WORK  has  not  made  me  a  dull  boy.  But  I 
haven't  had  much  male  companionship  along  the 
way.  I  am  a  likeable  33-year-old  5'6er,  quite  fit  indeed 
and  not  very  dumb  at  all.  There  are  few  things  which 
don't  interest  me.  Hypocrites  don't.  If  you're  a  guy 
who  can  clear  that  hurdle,  I  would  like  to  meet  you. 
You're  a  city  and  country  'boy.'  Your  interests  might 
range  from  motorcycle  maintenance  to  wild  flower 
identification.  They  might  include  me.  I  will  take  the 
time  to  play.  I  am  a  true  romantic.  I  am  very  sincere. 
And  I  am  fun.  Drawer  E739. 

DOWNTOWN  TORONTO 

GAY  MALE  30,  5'11",  wishes  to  meet  other  gay 
males  25-40  for  friendship  and  possible  relationship.  I 
am  a  professional,  dark  hair,  moustache.  I  enjoy 
movies,  swimming,  music,  walks  and  quiet  evenings 
at  home.  Discretion  is  assured.  Recent  photo  and 
phone  number  ensures  fast  reply.  Photos  returned  on 
request.  Drawer  E727. 

GWM  COUPLE  26/35  would  like  to  meet  couples 
tired  of  singles  bar  scene.  Descriptive  letter  with  inter- 
ests. All  replies  answered.  Drawer  E732. 

GWM,  41,  5'H"  155  lbs,  in  good  shape.  Enjoy  the 
arts,  nightlife,  running,  bicycling.  Nautilus,  dining, 
skiing,  travel,  skating,  NYC.  All  I  need  now  is  a 
warm,  physical  relationship  with  husky  male,  25-45, 
any  race.  Drawer  E733. 

WEDDING  BAND  OR  clerical  collar?  Discretion 
necessary  and  time  limited?  GWM,  withdrawn  from 
gay  scene,  professionally  busy,  wants  to  meet  you 
with  view  to  exclusive  relationship.  I'm  personable, 
fiftyish,  5'10"  135  lbs,  neat  grey  hair,  endowed,  ver- 
satile. Live  downtown,  alone.  Box  806,  Station  F, 
Toronto,  M4Y  2N7. 

CREATIVE  RAUNCH 

IN  WELL-equipped  pigpen.  Watersports,  rubber, 
shaving,  boots,  light  SM,  long  sessions  with  role  swit- 
ching. Me:  GWM,  34,  big  and  hairy.  Photo  and 
phone  gets  reply.  Drawer  E726. 

MEN  WITH  GOOD  BODIES  who  like  to  pose  nude 
just  for  fun  wanted  by  masculine  type  with  Polaroid. 
Your  place.  Drawer  E723. 

GWM,  24,  professional,  attractive.  Interests  include 
art,  ballet,  theatre  and  movies.  Looking  for  friend- 
ship/relationship with  compatible  male.  Call 
977-1885. 

GWM,  21.  My  "straight"  friends  are  beginning  to  be 
a  drag  socially,  and  being  alone  like  that  is  no  fun  .I'd 
like  to  have  at  least  one  close  friend  who's  not  into 
one-nighters  and  under  25.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  E679. 

DISCIPLINARIAN 

ULTRA-STRICT,  is  accepting  applications  from 
mature  slaves.  My  experienced,  strong  arm  will  use  a 
well-applied  leather  strap  or  paddle  to  make  you  obey 
your  master.  Get  down  on  your  knees  and  write 
today!  Drawer  E777. 

THIS  GWM,  32,  5'8",  intelligent,  masculine,  broad- 
minded,  not  into  gay  lifestyle  desires  companionship 
of  a  masculine,  sophisticated,  gentleman  over  55, 
who  is  sexually  dominant  and  authoritative  (fatherly 
disciplinarian)  combined  with  understanding  and 
warmth.  Informative  unhibited  letter  appreciated. 
Discretion  assured  and  expected.  Drawer  E776. 

HELLO  *  BONJOUR 

I'M  26,  6'  1 50  lbs,  dark  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  with 
trim  beard.  How  are  we  ever  going  to  meet  if  you 
don't  write?  PO  Box  6427,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
MSW  1X3. 

SUNNY  HAWAII 

BI,  32-YEARS,  very  discreet,  intelligent  and  modest 
guy  wants  you  to  come  to  Hawaii  and  California  dur- 
ing January  and  February  on  all-expense-paid  deluxe 
holiday.  You  21-33  mature,  preferably  blond  and  8  + 
on  scale  of  1-10  (personality,  sexuality,  looks.)  I'm 
also  interested  in  short  term  contacts  in  Toronto. 
Montreal,  Ontario.  Call  Jimmy,  360-6183  to  leave 
your  details. 

DOMINANT,  FRIENDLY,  masculine  GWM,  non- 

smokcr  in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non-com- 
petitive, gentle  GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm  buns. 
Mc:  a  pleasant  looking  guy  5' 10"  165  lbs,  6"  cock 
with  a  good  sense  of  humour.  You:  reality-orienlcd 
single,  who  isn't  looking  for  a  fantasy  man  or  coitus 
machine.  1  ct's  enjoy  my  TfTlflfW  .md  energy.  No  box 
number  please.  Pax.  Drawer  I 

HODYBUILDER.  ti.  SEEKS  SAM1     5' II"  180, 

and  growing  I  want  muscle,  all  else  irrelevant  Photo 
proof  appreciated    Drawer  I  737. 

DAY  i  imi  n  n\\  w  TED.  Your  place.  Me  attach 

ed,  t6,  big  bear  looking  for  also  attached  hudd\  lor 
discreet,  clean,  day  fun.  Anything  goes  I  ovt  bod) 
bail '  Please  rcpls    Drawer  I 


GM,  34,  5'9"  160  lbs,  living  downtown,  professional, 
seeks  friends  and  possible  relationships.  Interests  in- 
clude squash  (am  semi-beginner  and  have  free  access 
to  courts),  tennis,  skiing,  music,  film,  theatre,  biking, 
quiet  evenings,  congenial  conversation.  Je  m'inte- 
resse  aussi  a  connaitre  des  Quebecois,  des  Franco- 
Ontariens  et  des  Francais.  Prefer  guys  20-40.  Drawer 
E705. 

MUSCLEMEN 
BODYBUILDERS  TURN  ME  ON!  Attractive  male, 
32,  wants  to  worship  your  incredible  body.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  Drawer  E708. 

FANTASY  MAN 

LOOKING  for  sexually  liberated  men  who  enjoy  hav- 
ing their  wildest  fantasies  happen.  I  am  into  sensuali- 
ty, sensitivity,  mild  S/M  clothing  and  long  slow  even- 
ings of  wild  fantasy.  Me:  5'8"  140lbs,  36,  brown  hair, 
blue  eyes,  in  good  shape,  mustache.  You:  21-38, 
hairy,  especially  head,  moustache,  sense  of  humour, 
good  body.  Photo  if  possible.  Phone  a  must.  Discre- 
tion assured.  Drawer  E717. 

ORIENTAL  STUDENT 

OR  PROFESSIONAL,  attractive  21  plus  sought  by 
white  Canadian  businessman  for  meetings,  dining, 
theatre  and  fun  times  in  the  oriental  mode  on  regular 
Toronto  trips.  I'm  53,6'  250  lbs,  considerate,  respect 
others  and  have  gentle  nature.  Write  me  about  your- 
self with  phone  number  and  picture  if  possible.  Every 
response  acknowledged.  Drawer  E729. 

HANDSOME,  CHEERFUL,  INTELLIGENT,  well- 
read  and  endowed  youngster  wanted  to  keep  oldster 
company  on  one  way  drive  to  Miami.  Leaving  Toron- 
to November  2.  Write  Drawer  E730. 

ARE  YOU  THE  MAN? 

HAVE  YOU  ever  felt  alone  in  a  group  of  friends? 
Have  you  ever  missed  someone  you  have  never  met? 
Do  you  believe  that  fantasy  is  only  as  distant  as  your 
honest  reality?  If  so,  might  we  build  a  bridge  across 
forever?  Homosexual,  usually  gay,  a  fun  40ish,  at- 
tractive, 6'  175  lbs,  virile  and  muscular,  intelligent 
and  succesful  professional,  in  touch  with  himself  and 
communicates,  looking  for  a  sharing  supportive  last- 
ing relationship  (an  us  with  significant  elements  of 
you  and  me)  to  be  cooked  up  in  an  inferno  of  passion- 
ate, caring,  hot,  and  versatile  sex.  Not  looking  for  my 
clone  (be  yourself)  but  similar  to  me  —  decent  endow- 
ment, age  (try  me),  sweet,  masculine,  unselfish,  giv- 
ing, loving,  secure,  a/practical  philosophical  brain, 
alive  to  what  the  world  has  to  offer,  friends,  cuddly- 
sex  in  the  afternoon,  sleep  entangled  as  one,  enjoy 
country  pleasures,  sports  involvement .  You  artistic  or 
performance  career  a  plus.  Be  serious  and  be  close  to 
the  above,  but  don't  shortchange  yourself  —  know- 
ing that  human  perfection  is  impossible  is  a  gift.  Let- 
ter, picture,  phone  guarantees  reply.  Drawer  E731. 

STRAPPINGS 
I'M  LOOKING  FOR  GUYS  with  good  bodies  who 
give  heavy,  heavy  strappings,  your  limits. 
NO  SEX,  THREESOMES,  ORGIES,  BONDAGE 
No  S/M.  Man-to-man  in  private.  I  have  straps  and  a 
place.  I'm  55,  5'5"  1501b  little  guy  with  good  sturdy 
body.  Drawer  E781. 

STUDENT  WANTED 

GWM.  VERSATILE  5'6"  135,  seeks  same, 
preferably  slim,  non-smoker.  Students  and  new  gays 
just  coming  out  welcome.  My  interests  include  travel- 
ling, swimming,  cuddling,  and  lots  of  affection.  Non 
into  bar  scene.  Friendship  and  long  term  relationship 
possible.  Photo/phone  appreciated.  Hope  to  hear 
from  you  soon.  Drawer  E735. 


GAY  ORIENTAL  MALE,  22,  6'  160,  seeks  good 
looking  man  under  35.  Phone  and  photo  appreciated. 
Please  send  detailed  letter.  Drawer  E751 . 


BISEXUAL  MARRIED  MAN,  40,  afraid  of  VD, 
seeks  same.  Write:  LL  Consulting,  2  Bloor  W,  Suite 
100-185,  Toronto. 


SLIM,  GOODLOOKING,  ORIENTAL  MALE,  24. 
5'9  ,  professional,  well-groomed,  varied  interests, 
well  travelled,  sincere,  easy  going,  straight  acting. 
Nice  body,  not  into  bar  scene.  Seeks  compatible, 
straight  acting  GWM,  or  bi  to  35.  clean  shaven,  phys- 
ically fit  for  friendship,  fun  times.  Discretion  assured. 
Phone  number,  photo  if  possible.  Drawer  E752. 

GAY  CHINESE  MALE,  22.  5'll"  145,  will  like  to 
meet  GWMsupto35for  companionship  and  possibly 
relationship.  I'm  tired  of  the  bar  scene  and  wish  to 
spend  quiet  evenings  with  someone  special.  Please 
reply  with  photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E753. 

LET'S  CUDDLE  TOGETHER 

HI!  I'M  A  28-YEAR-OLD  GWM.  5'8"  135.  black 
curly  hair,  clean-shaven  with  a  hairy  chest  that  needs 
stroking.  I'd  like  to  hear  from  young  guys  to  28  (I  love 
smooth  chests)  who  would  like  to  explore  TO  Ms  in- 
terests include  canoeing,  hiking,  movies,  peace  mar- 
ches, quiet  times,  touching  and  making  love  on  rainy 
afternoons.  Write  to  Fred,  55  McCaul  St,  Box  236, 
Toronto.  Ont. 

MUSCULAR  MALE.  29.  seeks  another  for  body 
contact,  oil  and  sweat  sessions,  wrestling,  JO,  cud- 
dling and  nipple  sessions.  Photos  appreciated. 
Drawer  E756. 

AFFECTIONATE,  37,  NON-SMOKER,  hung,  atlT- 
Ictic.  trim,  enjoyi  cycling,  outdoors,  music,  theatre 
etc  seeks  sincere  friend  (preferably  younger)  whose 
interests  exclude  bars  Photo  eels  sure  answer  BOX 
"  V>3.  Station  A.  Toronlo  M5W  1X9. 

si  WP  WANTED.  You  are  docile,  obedient,  sub- 

missnc.  non  -promiscuous,  clean  and  discreet  Yotl 
must  be  athletic   muscular  or  I  bodybtlJJdei    M 

ok  No  experience  nccesaan  Drawer  i  (***> 
rVTTRACTIVI    PROI  l-SSIONAI    MAN.  37,  looks 
younger.  S'6"  140  pounds,  masculine,  athletic,  well 
built,  intelligent,  enjoyi  classical  music,  outdoors. 

reading,  movies  seeks  youngei  athlete,  bod)  builda 

Drawer  I  fW< 


III!    BONN   I'OI  UK         \()\  I  \1IU  R  1984       V) 


WELL  AGAIN!  I'm  an  an  student  and  I'm  tall  and 
I'm  thin  and  I'm  22  and  I  wear  glasses.  Sometimes  I 
have  curly  hair  and  sometimes  I  don't  and  sometimes 
I  shave  and  sometimes  I  don't.  I  stay  up  late  and 
wander  the  streets  looking  at  guys  and  sometimes  I 
pick  them  up.  Keep  a  nice  kid  off  the  streets.  Write 
Drawer  E500. 

WANTED:  One  hirsute,  non-smoking,  fit  art-lover. 
Age  25  to  40,  who  likes  music,  dancing,  interesting 
conversation  and  good  food  and  is  interested  in 
developing  a  lasting  relationship.  Drawer  E785. 

TORONTO'S  FINEST 

A  COUPLE  of  clean  cut,  athletic  young  boys 
available  for  hot  times.  Call  964-81 13. 

GWM,  26,  6'4"  155  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes, 
moustache  and  beard,  considered  attractive,  who  is 
sexually  passive,  seeking  well  hung  sexually  dominant 
male  companion  for  friendship  or  possible  relation- 
ship who  is  not  looking  for  a  one-night  stand .  I  'm  hor- 
ny but  not  into  anything  kinky.  Reply  with  photo 
(returnable)  and  phone  with  detailed  letter.  Only 
serious  people  need  apply.  Please  don't  waste  my  time 
and  your  stamps  if  you're  not  serious.  Drawer  E773. 

GENEROUS  GWM  would  like  to  meet  well-hung 
stud  of  any  race  regularly.  Drawer  E772. 

HANDSOME  GWM,  34,  6'1"  175  lbs  with  bulging 
jockstrap  is  ready  for  a  25-40  fuck-buddy  into  wrestl- 
ing, weights,  and  mutual  manly  action.  Photo, 
phone,  with  hot  letter  appreciated.  Drawer  E771. 

TIT  TORTURE  NEEDED 
HUMPY  MASCULINE  BOTTOM  WITH  Big  Dick, 
27, 160  seeks  dominant,  hung  top  for  wet  fuck-action. 
Y/A,W/S,J/0,  spit  and  other  forms  of  humiliation 
get  me  off.  Boots,  leather,  porn  and  toys  turn  me  on. 
Filthy  letter  a  great  start;  photo  nice  but  not 
necessary'-  Drawer  E770. 


GWM,  33,  5'5",  slim,  dark,  trim,  beard,  hairy  chest, 
legs:  considered  very  attractive,  professional  educa- 
tor-therapist, healthy,  free-thinking,  ethical,  spiritu- 
ally-evolved, non-Christian  (meaning  that  I  do  not 
consider  Christ  or  any  other  being  as  a  personal  savi- 
our), affectionate,  sensuous,  stable,  masculine,  solid, 
good-humoured,  and  absoloutely  monogamous. 
Non-smoker,  seldom  drink,  dislike  bars  and  ghetto 
behaviour.  Very  concerned  about  AIDS,  see  need  to 
explore  safe,  satisfying,  low-risk  alternatives  in  male- 
to-male  intimacy.  Enjoy  film,  theatre,  books,  camp- 
ing, travel.  Hope  to  meet  one  exceptional  man  who 
can  relate  to  all  of  the  above,  willing  and  able  to  work 
at  building  a  life  together.  Appreciate  descriptive  let- 
ter, photo  if  possible.  (Will  return.)  Drawer  E763. 

BOTTOM,  30,  attractive,  warm,  loving,  horny,  seeks 
a  top  capable  and  wanting  a  monogamous  long  term 
relationship.  Studs  most  welcome.  I  have  a  lot  to  offer 
to  the  right  person.  Drawer  E758. 

EUROPEAN  GAY  MALE,  42  looking  35,  5'7"  137 
lbs  good  hairy  body,  over  8",  into  kissing  F/ A,  F/P, 
G/A,  J/O  seeks  handsome  well-built  male  under  27 
for  good  times.  Must  have  own  place,  N  /  W  Toronto 
area  preferred.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Discre- 
tion assured.  No  beards  or  moustaches  please.  Write 
Drawer  E764. 

GWM,  40,  wishes  to  meet  guys  for  hot,  sweaty,  horny 
sessions.  Anything  considered.  Write  with  phone 
number.  Drawer  E766. 

BIG  COCK  AND  BALLS  SEEK  SAME 

OR  PERSON  TO  appreciate  them,  short-  or  long- 
term,  A&P,on6'  175  lbs,  trim  body  with  artistic,  pol- 
itical interests  and  happy  pursuits.  You:  35  +  ,  willing 
to  talk  about  anything,  deal  with  man  maybe  older, 
explore  sex  and  other  complexities.  Letter,  phone, 
possibly  pix  to  Box  187,  Station  F,  Toronto 
M4Y  2L5. 


NOVICE  SLAVE,  25,  trim  GWM  is  in  desperate  need 
of  S&M,  B&D,  C&BT  by  fit  imaginative  master 
22-38.  Drawer  E761. 

GWM,  39,  slim,  seeks  buddy  for  special  relationship. 
25-42.  Must  be  honest,  caring,  mature,  fun  and  finan- 
cially independent.  Sincere  replies  only.  Drawer 
E760. 

CHRISTMAS  1984 
ARE  YOU  ON  YOUR  OWN  this  festive  season? 
Mature  male  but  young  at  heart  is  planning  small  in- 
formal dinner  parties.  If  you  would  like  an  invitation 
to  one  of  these  unique  events,  send  some  information 
about  yourself  and  interests.  Drawer  E759. 

GWM,  30,  seeks  young  slim  oriental.  I  am  blond, 
5M1"  160  lbs.  You  are  25  years  or  under,  nice  build, 
cute  or  almost  pretty  and  have  a  nice  ass  that  needs 
lots  of  attention.  Drawer  E768. 

LATIN  LOVER  ANYONE? 
VERY  HORNY  attractive  male,  23,  Por- 
tuguese/Italian background,  5'10"  145  lbs,  tight 
muscular  body,  very  well-hung,  seeks  attractive 
masculine  male,  2 1  -35 ,  with  big  balls  in  low  slung  sack 
for  good  times.  Not  into  bars,  S/M  etc.  Send  hot 
details  (Photo  gets  mine)  via  Drawer  E765. 

TALL,  TRIM,  IN  SHAPE  physically  and  psychologi- 
cally, sucessful  professional,  50.  I'm  looking  for  sex 
and/or  friendship  with  someone  intelligent,  unaf- 
fected, sexually  relaxed  and  secure.  My  interests  are 
films,  music,  theatre,  opera  and  finding  and  giving 
warmth  and  affection.  Drawer  E769. 

YOUNG  MALE,  24,  5'5"  125  lbs,  seeks  fun  times 
with  young  guys  to  24.  Photo  and  phone  a  must.  280 
Wellesley  St,  Apt.  3016,  M4X  1GI. 


OSHAWA 


18  EAST  HOTEL 


Featuring: 

•  Clean,  affordable  double  rooms 

•  Sauna  &  TV  lounge 

•  Free  laundry  facilities 

•  Private  sundeck 

•  Lots  of  free  parking 
And 

•  A  sizzling  bar 

RATES 

$24  per  night  $75  per  week 
(Based  on  single  or  double  occupa 


18  Eastern  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont.  M5A  1H5 

(416)368-4040 


MARRIED  MALE,  35,  5'6"  140,  seeks  discreet  com- 
panion, 20-40.  Box  14,  Station  A,  Oshawa,  Ontario, 
L1H  7K8. 

EASTERN  ONTARIO  ~ 

RESPONSIBLE  GWM  48  years,  6  ft,  225  lbs,  enjoys 
dining  out,  good  times,  seeks  18-22  year-old  for  occa- 
sional weekends.  Discretion  assured.  Photo  and 
phone  number.  Drawer  E674. 


OTTAWA 


22-YEAR-OLD  WITH  BLUE  EYES.  Dark  brown 
hair,  5'8"  125.  I've  been  described  as  looking  a  lot 
better  than  the  average.  I  am  not  theG.Q.  narcissistic 
type,  nor  am  I  a  rocker  in  faded  jeans,  but  rather  I  am 
like  many  men  in  Ottawa,  straight  looking  (and  be- 
having). I  love  films  (foreign  or  light).  I  enjoy  in- 
telligent discussions  (political  or  nonpolitical)  but  I 
don't  like  Exhibitionists.  I'm  interested  in  meeting  a 
similar  Yuppie,  preferably  in  his  mid-twenties,  who 
enjoys  company,  just  as  much  as  his  time  spent  relax- 
ing by  himself.  My  reply  is  assured ,  only  if  you  send  a 
photo.  Please  include  return  address.  Confidentiality 
is  guaranteed.  Box  1461,  Station  B,  Hull,  PQ, 
J8X  3Y3. 

FRIENDLY  GUY,  36,  very  warm,  well-employed, 
lousy  looks,  (honest  too!).  New  to  Ottawa,  seeks 
friends  to  share  weekends  and  more.  Masculine. 
Drawer  E707. 

SUBMISSIVE  MALE,  37,  heavy-set,  but  not  bad 
looks,  generous,  pleads  for  young  dominant  master 
for  occasional  get  togethers  or  more.  Leather,  BD, 
WS.  Drawer  E706. 


QUEBEC 


ANGLOPHONE  in  Quebec  City  seeks  same  for  com- 
fort and  conversation.  658-4036. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

USED  SNEAKERS,  KODIAK  BOOTS 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  MASCULINE,  30,  6'4"  168 
lbs,  hung,  hairy,  circumcized,  wants  to  hear  from 
guys  18-35,  anywhere,  who  get  off  on  well-worn 
sneakers,  Converse,  Nike,  etc,  Kodiak  boots,  sweat- 
sox,  woolen  sox,  jockstraps,  gym  gear,  underwear, 
etc.  Will  buy  your  well-worn  Nikes,  etc.  Photo  gets 
mine.  All  answered.  Drawer  E579. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


NORTH  SYDNEY  Bl  MALE 
5'9"  147,  wants  to  meet  other  bi's  in  area.  Looking 
for  a  trusting  buddy?  Contact  Jimmy.  Box  533,  North 
Sydney.  Your  reply  will  be  discreet. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 
urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  pi  ogrammes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
project.  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  to  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where, (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Pris- 
oners and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books 
For  Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 

26-YEAR-OLD  MALE.  Wish  to  correspond  with 
anyone.  All  letters  should  be  addressed  to:  Cyrusso- 
lone,  Wyley,  153-135  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
Ohio,  45699-0001. 

JACKIE/  JOEY  hot  and  lonely  transsexual,  27,  seeks 
correspondence  with  S/M  transvestite  transsexual 
Hermaphrodite  and  others.  Will  answer  all.  Include 
photos.  J  L  Crescumanno,  PO  Box  149,  77-A-2726, 
Attica,  NY,  14011. 

GWM  who  needs  to  keep  in  touch  with  my  lifestyle. 
John  F  Greene  (5-C-33),  Box  208,  SDCC,  Indian 
Springs,  Nev,  89070. 

I'M  A  VERY  OUTGOING  YOUNG  GUY.  I'm  24, 6' 
1 80  lbs  of  all  man  .I'll  write  to  all  who  are  honest  and  4 
real!.  Kirk  Gardner,  158-772,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucas- 
ville,  OH,  45699-0001. 

I  AM  A  PRISONER,  POET,  GAY  and  artistic.  I'd 
like  to  paint  a  correspondence  with  people  of  all  walks 
of  life,  those  who  will  not  abandon  a  friendship.  I  am 
youthful, bright,  male  and  energetic/loving....  "I 
seek  a  true  mind  communion!"  David  Hackett,  PO 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699-0001. 

GBM,  29  and  good-looking.  My  crime  is  non-violent. 
I  seek  to  continue  my  education  upon  my  release.  I  am 
seeking  strictly  a  one-on-one.  Bruno  Jordan, 
1 45-72 1 ,  PO  Box  45699.  Lucasville,  OH ,  45699-000 1 . 


OTHER 


GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help 

you. 

WANTED:  TWO-DRAWER  or  four-drawer  filing 
cabinet,  legal  size,  here  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll 
come  and  pick  it  up.  Call  364-6320  and  ask  for 
Gerald. 
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Five  or  six  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine  got 
a  last-minute  return  ticket  to  New  York 
City.  She  had  about  three  hours  to  pack 
and  get  to  the  airport.  She  arrived  in  the 
Big  Apple  and  found  her  way  to  the 
Y WCA  hostel,  where  she  settled  in  to  do 
some  research:  New  York  City  on  a  Fri- 
day afternoon,  and  where  were  the  bars? 
A  quick  check  in  the  telephone  book 
turned  up  what  seemed  to  be  a  promis- 
ing listing:  the  Women's  Bar  Referral 
Service.  A  very  nice  lawyer  answered 
and  suggested  that  my  friend  try  looking 
elsewhere  in  the  phone  book. 

• 
Five  or  six  months  ago,  about  forty  gay 
people  met  one  night  to  talk  about  the 
state  of  the  revolution.  One  of  the  topics 
for  discussion  was  the  "line"  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  world;  another  problem 
was  how  to  decide  which  people  would 
be  presenting  the  "line."  Choosing  the 
revolutionaries  proved  to  be  difficult, 
and  several  qualifications  were  suggest- 
ed. The  one  that  bothered  me  the  most 
was  also,  I  suppose,  the  most  inevitable: 
gay  people  should  be  presented  with  role 
models  who  are  openly  gay.  My  role 
models  are  not  all  openly  gay;  some  of 
them  are  not  openly  men  or  women.  But 
there  I  was,  surrounded  by  openly  gay 
revolutionaries.  Brash  baby  butch  to  the 
end,  I  fearlessly  questioned  their  wis- 
dom. "Why,"  I  whispered,  "why  are  we 
making  all  these  silly  distinctions  based 
on  sexual  orientation?" 

• 
Five  or  six  weeks  ago  I  was  sitting  in  a 
friend's  kitchen  trying  to  listen  to  three 
conversations  at  once.  Straight  women, 
emotional  responses  to  tampons,  sex 
with  women,  sex  with  men....  One  of  the 
women  was  remembering  life  south  of 
the  Mason-Dixon  line  twenty  years  ago. 
A  younger  woman  challenged  the  way 
she  was  describing  the  women  she  had 
known.  "Why  do  you  keep  saying  butch 
and  femme?"  the  younger  woman 
asked.  "There's  no  such  thing  as  butch 
and  femme."  She  about  stopped  the 
conversation.  Me,  I  just  assumed  she 
had  never  been  to  the  Cameo  Club. 

• 
Some  days  I  wonder  why  we  make  dis- 
tinctions based  on  sexual  orientation; 
other  days  I  wonder  why  we  make  dis- 
tinctions based  on  sex.  Most  days  it's 
hard  to  keep  track  of  all  the  people  I'm 
madly  in  love  with.  Besides  Tina  (Ms 
Turner's  shoes  are  at  the  top  of  my  list), 
there  are,  this  week,  two  heterosexual 
women,  two  strippers,  a  hooker  and  three 
faggots.  My  crushes  have  always  been  un- 
orthodox, and  I  had  always  assumed  it 
was  the  unattainability  of  my  fetishes  that 
attracted  me.  And  I  blamed  a  wide  streak 
of  masochism  for  the  fact  that  I  chose  to 
lust  after  the  unattainable.  One  friend 
thought  maybe  I  felt  more  comfortable 
around  straight  women  and  gay  men  be- 
cause, as  he  put  it,  "There's  no  pres- 
sure." But  I  was  under  plenty  of  pres- 
sure: I  was  worried  about  myself.  A  mas- 
ochistic lesbian  who  likes  het  women  and 
faggots  is  pretty  kinky. 

And  then  someone  explained  thai 
maybe  it  wasn't  their  unattainability  that 
attracted  me  to  the  people  on  my  list . 
Maybe  it  wasn't  something  about  me 
that  made  them  seem  attractive,  but 
something  about  them.  Straight  women 
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Butch/ femme?  Gay /straight? 

It's  all  a  muddle,  says  Edna  Barker.  But  as 

a  "masochist  lesbian  into  het  women  and 

faggots, "she  knows  what  she  likes. . . . 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A 

SKIRT-CHASER 


and  gay  men  behave  in  ways  most  les- 
bians haven't  learned  —  or  have  spent 
years  trying  to  unlearn.  Straight  women 
—  those  pitiable  victims  of  the  oppres- 
sive patriarchy  —  know  how  to  use  their 
bodies  to  attract  sexual  partners.  So  do 
faggots.  They  dress  sexy.  They  walk 
sexy.  I  think  they're  gorgeous  not  be- 
cause I'm  kinky  but  because  they  are 
gorgeous.  The  way  they  move  is  meant 
to  be  attractive.  Me,  I'm  attracted.  It's 
fatal,  but  I'm  learning  to  live  with  it. 

• 
Once,  many  years  ago,  I  went  to  a  dance 
in  Kingston.  The  music  was  mostly 
disco,  and  I  was  finding  it  hard  to  dance 
to.  I  noticed  the  men  just  planted  their 
feet  and  moved  around  like  Franken- 
stein's monster.  I  tried  it  for  a  few  min- 
utes. It  was  comfortable,  so  I  kept  doing 
it.  When  the  song  ended  a  woman  came 
and  asked  me  to  dance.  She  watched  me 
try  a  couple  of  monster  moves,  then 
asked,  "Are  you  butch  or  femme?"  I 
guess  I  confused  her. 

• 
The  year  I  came  out  I  spent  a  lot  of  time 
at  a  bar  called  the  Fly-By-Night,  which 
was  strictly  "women  only."  No  men 
allowed.  Not  even  on  the  stereo.  Girl 


groups  —  sorry,  womyn  's  music  —  only. 
We  all  tried  to  dance  anyway. 

Then  I  found  the  Cameo,  a  "dance 
club  for  women."  The  Cameo  was  not 
very  consistent  about  its  "women-only" 
policy,  and  they  let  men  in  sometimes; 
they  even  provided  a  men's  washroom 
(which  was  used  mostly  by  women). 
There  were  never  many  men  there. 

So  my  First  "mixed"  dance,  an  affair 
called  the  "Homo  Hop,"  was  a  revela- 
tion. I  had  never  socialized  with  gay  men, 
and  I  was  a  bit  worried  about  going  to  the 
dance.  I  knew,  from  listening  to  the 
women  at  the  Fly,  that  men  were  horrible 
creatures  who  had  sex  in  bathtubs  and 
would  try  to  exploit  me  (if  they  spoke  to 
me  at  all).  I  wasn't  sure  I  wanted  to  go. 
But  I  had  already  bought  two  tickets  and 
invited  someone  to  go  with  me. 

The  woman  I  had  invited  wasn't 
afraid.  "Come  on,"  she  said,  "you'll 
have  a  good  time."  And  she  was  right. 
As  soon  as  I  got  in  the  door  I  knew  it 
would  be  okay  —  mostly  because  it  was 
so  easy  to  tell  the  girls  from  the  boys. 
The  boys  were  the  ones  with  high  heels, 
silk  stockings,  slit  skirts,  big  tits  and 
long,  luxurious  curls.  They  were  friend- 
ly. The  ones  in  workboots  and  jeans  who 


wouldn't  look  at  you  twice  were  the 
girls.  It  was  at  the  Homo  Hop  that  I  be- 
gan to  be  aware  of  my  truly  warped  na- 
ture: I  fall  in  love  with  anything  that 
wears  a  skirt. 

• 
I  understand  why  some  women  deny  the 
existence  of  "butch"  and  "femme." 
There  was  a  time  —  in  Kingston,  at  the 
dance  —  when  I,  too,  said,  "There's  no 
such  thing."  I  didn't  want  to  be  trapped 
by  a  label.  I  didn't  want  to  be  one  or  the 
other.  I  didn't  know  what  I  wanted  to  be 
when  I  grew  up,  but  I  knew  I  didn't  want 
to  be  pinned  down  as  a  butch  or  a 
femme  before  I  even  got  started. 

I  feel  that  way  about  a  lot  of  labels 
now.  I  like  to  think  that  if  I  can  avoid 
having  them  pinned  on  me,  I  can  be 
whatever  I  want  to.  The  illusion  of  free- 
dom is  potent.  One  night,  feeling  drunk 
on  my  illusion,  I  went  bar-hopping  with 
two  men  friends.  After  a  few  false  starts 
we  reached  our  objective:  the  Manatee.  I 
offered  my  money  at  the  door,  and  they 
took  it  and  stamped  my  hand.  No  labels 
on  this  kid.  And  I'm  glad,  because  I 
really  liked  the  Manatee.  They  had  two 
dance  floors,  and  the  best  music  in 
town,  and  —  up  on  platforms  suspended 
overhead  by  chains  —  two  go-go  boys, 
who  boogied  their  little  hearts  out.  I 
danced  a  lot  and  had  a  good  time  and  I 
wanted  to  stay  longer,  but  I  had  to  leave 
because  although  I  can  pass  well  enough 
to  get  in  the  door,  I  still  can't  pee  stand- 
ing up. 

• 
I  may  be  butch  one  day  and  not  so  butch 
the  next,  and  I  may  not  be  straightfor- 
ward about  whether  I'm  male  or  female, 
and  my  role  models  might  come  in  all 
sizes  and  sexes  and  shapes,  and  I'll  prob- 
ably never  learn  to  restrict  my  crushes  to 
gay  women.  But  finally,  after  all  these 
years,  I  know  what  I  want  to  be  when  I 
grow  up. 

I  want  to  be  a  go-go  boy  at  the 
Manatee.  □ 


Editor's  note:  unfortunately,  Edna  Barker 
will  have  to  find  a  new  ambition  in  life.  The 
Manatee  was  closed  on  September  9. 
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The  season  to  refresh  old 
friendships,  confirm  new 
ones,  reach  out  to  family  and  our 
own  special  network  of  lovers, 
tricks  and  friends. 
'Tis  the  season  to  be  generous. 
To  exchange  gifts  with  the  people 
who  have  made  your  life  special 
in  so  many  ways  over  the  years. 
A  gift  subscription  to 
The  Body  Politic  is  a  generous 
and  always  appreciated  way  of 
telling  friends  they're  special  — 
month  after  month,  year  after 
year.  Each  time  our  sealed, 
discreet  envelope  arrives,  your 
friends  will  be  reminded  of 
your  generosity. 
For  each  gift  you  order,  we'll 
send  you  a  handsome,  colour- 
ful gift  card  specially  designed 
for  The  Body  Politic,  that  you 
can  personalize  and  send  to 
your  friends.  We'll  even  provide 
the  envelopes! 
There's  no  charge  for  the  cards. 
In  fact,  if  you  order  gift 
subscriptions  for  more  than  one 
friend,  the  cost  of  each  gift  goes 
down  considerably.  One  gift 
costs  our  regular  $  18.95.  Order 
two  and  they're  only  $  1 7.00 
each.  Three  or  more  cost  only 
$  1 5.00  each.  And,  if  you  prefer, 
we  won't  bill  you  until  after 
January  1. 


My  city/code 

Please  enter  gift  subscriptions  for  these  friends: 

Name    , 


Address   . 
City/code. 

Name    


Address   . 
City/code 

Name    


Address   . 
City/code 


Name    

Address 

City/code , 

I'mgiving:    onesubscriptionfor*    $18.95 

twosubscriptionsfor* $34.00 

threesubscriptionsfor*    $45.00 

nfoursubscriptionsfor*    $60.00 

Please  bill  me  after  January  1,  1985. 
I  enclose  my  payment  to  TBP  Subscriptions. 
*  Giftsoutside  Canada,  please  pay  in  U.S.  funds.  DK3 1 


Take  a  few  minutes  now  and 
solve  your  gift  problems  for  years 
to  come.  Fill  in  the  order  form,  or 
use  the  handy  postage  paid  card 
in  this  issue.  Or  call  our  toll-free 
number  —  24  hours  a  day 
anywhere  in  the  US  and  Canada. 
We'll  be  back  to  you  promptly 
with  a  note  of  confirmation,  and 
gift  cards  and  envelopes  for  each 
of  your  friends.  Send  us  your 
holiday  gift  list  today. 


Order  by  phone! 
Toll-free!  Call: 
1-800-268-1121 

In  British  Columbia  call 
112-800-268-1121 

Bilingual  operators  on 
duty  24-hours  a  day. 
VISA  or  Mastercharge 
accepted. 


